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Doo. 1775
Box 41

On Jan. 21, 1783, t he Court
granted the Plaintiff' s peti tion.

( oon t 'd)

PROCEEDnms INSTITUTED BY
JUAN CADOE VERSUS FRANCIS­
CO AUDIBER IN REGARD TO
THE COLLECTION OF A CER­
TAIN SUI.! OF PESCS.

File #3328 )
Jan. 12. 1783. )
JUdge: Estevan )
Mir a . )
Court Clerk: )
Fernando Rodri-)
guez , )
PP. 1 to 6. )
Frenoh and )
Spani s h . )

Plaintiff petitions the
Court, alleging that as evi­
denoed by the promissory
note presented the Defendant
owes petitioner the sum of
ninety-eight pesos and three

reales; that on several oooasions petitioner
has demanded the Defendant to pay, but Defend­
ant has refused; therefore petitioner begs the
Court. to oompel the Defendant to appear in
Court and deolare under oath mether he owes
the sum olaimed.

on Jan. 12, 1783, the Court
granted the Plaintiff's petition.

On the same day, the Defend­
ant, deolared that he owes said sum of ninety­
eight pesos to the Plaintiff; but that the De­
fendant had paid to the Plaint11"f the sum of
twenty-four pesos and four reales on aooount of
the sum in question.

Plaintiff, again petitions
the Court, alleging that Defendant has no doou­
ment to prove that he had paid the sum of twen­
ty-four pesos and tour reales on aocount; there­
fore petitioner begs the Court to issue a wr1't
of exeoution against the person and properties
of the Defendant to satisfy t he full sum of
ninety-eight pesos, plus interest and oosts of
these prooeedings.



Doo. /J770
(oont'd)

On Jan. 24, 1783, Don Nicolas
Fromant1n, Chie1' Constable went to the house
01' the De1'endant and requested him to pay to
the Pla1nt11'1' the sum ola1med 01' ninety-eight
pesos plus interest and oosts 01' these pro­
oeedings, but the De1'endant refused, end not
1'100 1ng any propert1 es to seize, he arrested
the De:tendant.

The reoord is inoomplete and
the outcome 01' the oase is no t known.



Doc. No. 776.
Box 41 .

I Case of
) Don Joseph Foucher, Treasur­
) er of the City of New Orle~
) versus
) Don Fernando Rodriguez. Not a­
) ry Public and Clerk of the

Government' and Council of the
City of New Orleans .

File f/28.
J an. 13, 1783.
Judge: Don Este­
van Mir o.
Court Clerk: Don
Rafael Perdomo .
Pages 1-6.
All in Spanish.

Joseph Foucher , as Treasurer of the City of
New Or leans , petitioned t he Court, alleging that
as evidenced by the document duly presented the
Defendant owes the Treasury of the City the sum
of one thousand t wenty-four pesos f or the value
of t he office of Public Attorney of Wh i ch Don
Rafael Perdomo was fo rmerly i n possession and
Wh i ch the Defendant bought; pet i t i one r fUrther
alleges t hat although on several occasions peti­
t i oner has requested the Defendant to pay said
sum the Defendant has refusedj therefore, peti­
tioner be gs the Court to issue a writ of execu­
tion against all the properties of the Defendant \
until the total payment of said sum pl us the
costs of these proceedings .

The Court gr ant ed the Plaint i f f ' s pr ayer.

Then the Plaintiff peti t i oned t he Court,
al leging tha t t he writ of execution was l evied
on the shoe buckles of the Defendan t as ther e was
no other properties to be seized; therefor e , the
petitione r begs the Cour t to seize the off i ce of ~

Public Attorney from t h e Defendan t i n order t o I
sat isfy the cl a im of one thousand t wenty-four
pesos owed t o t he City Treasury.

The Court gr an t ed the Plaintiff' s prayer .

The r ec or d is incomplete and the outcome
of the ca se i s not known.



On Jan. 13, 1783, the Court
granted the Plaintiff's petition.

The record 1s inoomplete and
the outcome of the case is not known.

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
ALBERTO GRIMA VERSUS CON­
STAN FARDI IN REGARD TO
THE COLLECTION OF A SUM
OF PESCE.

Doo. 1777
Box 41

:rile #57 )
Jan. 13, 1783.)
Judge: Estevan)
Miro. )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo)
PP. 1 to 4. )
French and )
Spanish. )

Plaintiff, petitions the
Court, alleging that, as evi­
denced by two promissory
notes, which he duly presents,

the Defendant, a resident of the City of Pensa­
oola, owes petitioner the swn of three thousand
three hundred pesos for certain merohandise
whi oh petitioner sold to the Defendant; that
on several oocasions petitioner has demanded
payment of said Defendant whioh Defendant has
refused; that since, petitioner had been in­
formed that said Defendant is in jail in the
City of Pensaoola; therefore petitioner begs
the Court to issue a warrant and forward it to
the Governor of said City of Pensaoola in order
to oompel said Defendant to pay petitioner the
sum in question and to seize Defendant's pro­
perties if he refuses to satisfy said debt.



The oost of these prooeedings
amounted to 357 reales.

Don Juan Didezio MoleDhaus­
ser, master ot the Brigantlne named "JUan de
Hamburgos" , petitions the Court, alleging that
as evidenoed by the attested protest presented,
said Brigantine sutfered huge damages, resulting,
when said Brigantine went aground, and also from
misfortunes enoountered on the high seas in his
voyage from Burdeos, Franoe to this Port of New
Orleans; that said damages were oaused not
through his negligenoe; that in order to exoner­
ate petitioner from paying said damages. there­
fore petitioner begs the Court that he be al­
lowed to submit information, and that the wit­
nesses that petitioner Will present deolare un­
der oath in aooordanoe with said attested pro­
test, and that a oopy of their testimonies be
delivered to petitioner in order to promote
whatever may be oonvenient.

On Jan. 13, 1783, the Court
granted the Petitioner's prayer.

Petitioner presented before
the Court several witnesses and they deolared in
aooordance with the attested protest presented.

The Court after hearing the
witnesses exonerated petitioner from all blame
of the damages caused to said brigantine named
"Juan de Hamburgos."

F11e #66 )
Jan. 13, 1783 )
Judge: Martin)
Navarro. )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo.)
PP. 1 to 41. )

in Spanish.)

Doo. {l778
Box 41

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DON JUAN DIDEZIC MOLEN­
HAUSSER, MASTER OF THE BRI­
GANTDm N.A1lED "JUAN HAMBUR­
GOS," FOR THE PURPOSE OF
JUSTIFYING HIMSELF OF THE
DAMAGES SUFFERED BY SAID
BRIGANTINE UNDER HIS COM­
MAND.



Doc . #779.
Box 41 .

Case of
Juan Bta . Pomet

versus
named Armant •one

DonFile #80. "
Jan . 13 , 1783.
P. From 1 to 8. I
All in Spanish . I
JUdge: Don Estevan ) Plaintiff , petitioned th
Miro . I Court , all eging that the
Court Clerk: Rafael Defendant ones him the
Perdomo . I sum of 1792 pesos 6 1/2 ~
reales as 5* evidenced by the three promissor
notes presented . Therefore petitioner begs the
Court, to order the Defendant to satisfy sa i d
sum, or to give petitioner a security , and to
order the defendant not to leave this City , until
he has settled this matter .

On January 13th, 1783 ,
Governor Mi r o, Colonel of Infantry, ordered the
Defendant , to appear in Cour t t o acknowledge his
signature a t the .foot of said three promissory
notes and to ~clare i f he owes the sum claimed
by petitioner.

On the same day in com­
pliance with the preceding decree the Court Clerk
went to the house of the Defendant and after the
Defendant was duly sworn according to law he de­
clared that the s i gnat ur e at the foot of said
three promissory notes a r e hiS , and that he owes
the sum of 1792 pesos 6 1/2 reales to the Plain­
tiff .

Then the Plaintiff, peti-
tioned the Court, alleging that as it is evidenc­
ed by the Defendant's declaration in wh i ch he
admitted owing said sum, therefore petioner then
begs the court to issue a writ of execution a­
gainst the personal properties of the Defendant .
in order to satisfy said claim.

On January 15th, 1783 ,
Don Estevan Mi r o , gr an t ed the Plaintiff's petitio

The record is incomplete
and the outcome of the case is not known.



on Feb. 6, 1783, Don Franoisoo
Broutin, as tutor, ad lites of the minor heirs
to the estate of the deoeased Manuel Ponoe Pas­
quin peti tioned the Court, alleging that sinoe 1
the inventory of the properties left by the said \
deoeased has been approved, therefore, petitioner
begs the Court to order the sale of said proper- .
ties on terms of six months payment.

On Feb. 21st, Governor Es t evan
MirO, ruled that by virtue or the majority of the I
oredi tors having opposed the pr oposa l made by Don \
Franoi s Oo Broutin, tutor of the minor heirs, i t .
was finally deaj,dEld that the estate should be '
disposed or tor cash , and that t he sale should
take pla ce January 25th, 1784.

The reoord shows that the
oreditors, that h ad not f iled tbeir 01 a ims , at­
ter beooming a ware of the above decree , fi l ed
t heir ol e.1ms, and t h e estate was disposed of,
for oash and scme of the oredi t or s were satis­
fie d ou t of tre proceeds others were not .

t

I
;e

SECOND
FILE

nee, {/780
Box 41

File /1 90 ) PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY '!HE
Jan. 13, 1783. ) BOARD OF CBEDITORS OF THE DE­
P . trom 1 to 81.) CEASED MANUEL PONCE PASQ.UIN
Spanish &. French) VERSUS THE ESTATE OF DON MANU­
Judge: Gov. Es-) EL PONCE PASQ.UIN.
tevan Miro. l
Court Clerk: The record shows that eaoh
Ferna ndo Rodri- ) oreditor presented their
guez. ) claims, duly signed by the de-

oeased Manuel Ponoe Pasquin,
showing the nature and amount

of the claim, and peti tioning the Court that
t heir olaims be satisfied out ot the prooeeds
ot the sale or the property left by said de­
caaae d,



Then the Plaintiff, petiti­
oned the Court to or der the Defendant to appear
in Cour t and declare if he owes the sum claimed.
The Defendant answered the Pla intiff's pet i t i on
alleging that the accounts pr esent ed by the
Plaintiff are incorrect, and t hat he only owes
21 pesss and 5 reales .

The record is not complete
and the outcome of t he case is not known.

vDoc . #781 .
Box 41 .

Case Of
Don Pedro Duranton

versus
Manuel SUbi .

?
)
)

?
)
)

File #22 .
Jan . 14 , 1783.
P. From 1 to 7.
All in Spanish .
JUdge: Don Este­
van .i r o .
Court Clerk :
Rafael Perdomo.

Plaintiff pet i t i oned the
Court, al leging that the
Defendant Owes him the sum

of 71 pesos, as evidenced by the promissory note
pre sent e~ and that the Defendant has refused t o
pay on demand . Therefore petitioner begs the
Court to order the Defendant to appear in Court
to acknOWledge his signature affixed at the foot
of said promi ssory note and to declare if he
owes the sum claimed .

On January 14t h, 1783, Don
Es t evan Mi r o, or der ed the Defendant to appear in
Court as petitioned .

On March 29th, 1783, in
compliance Wi th the preceding dec ree , the Defen­
dant appeared befor e t he office of the Court
Clerk, t o give his dec laration, and after Defen­
dant was dUly swor n ac cording to law , he declar­
ed that the s i gna ture aff ixed at the foot of
said promissory note is his and that he owes the
sum claimed by petitioner .



Doo. 11782
Box 41

PROCEEDINGS IN3TITUmD BY
BERNARDA ARCINY, NEGRESS
SLAVE OF DON FRANCISCO
D IEL DUPliN OR THE PUR­
POSE OF OBTAINING HER LET­
TER OF FREEDO •

File #85 )
jan . 14 , 1783.)
P . from 1 to ))
16 .
Judge : Don )
juan Ventura )

r ajes , )
Court Clerk: )
Don Rafael )
Perdomo. )

Bernarda Aroiny, negress slave
of Don Franoisoo Daniel Dupain,
petitioned the Court , alleging
that she desires to obtain her
freedom for her appraised value .

Therefore, petitioner begs the Court to order her
master to appoint an appraiser on his part and to
appoint on her part an appraiser , to estimate her
value and in oase of disagreement to appoint a
thrid appraiser .

On Jan . 15th, 1783 ,. Don Juan
Ventura Morales, Justioe of the Peaoe , granted
the petitioner's prayer and ordered the Court
Clerk, to notify Don Franoisoo Daniel Dupain,
master of petitioner , to oomply as petitioned.

Then Don Franoisoo Daniel Du­
pain , petitioned the Court , alleging that in
oomplianoe with the preoeding deoree , wherein he
was ordered to appoint an appraiser to estimate
his negress slave , he appointed ore Don Carlos
Onorato Olivier; therefore petitioner begs the
Court to order the Court Clerk to notify Don
Onorato Olivier of said appointment .

The Court granted Don Franoisoo
Daniel Dupe.in's petition and, on the same day the
Court Clerk, notified Don Carlos Onorato Olivier
and Don Gaspar de Aranda of the appointment as
appraisers , whioh appointment they aooepted .

On jan. 17th, 1783 , Don Juan
Ventura orales, Justioe of the Peaoe ordered
the Court Clerk to set the 18th day of the our-

(oont'd)



Doc . 1/782
(conttd)

rent month for the appraisement of said negress
slave.

On Jan . 18th, 1783 , the appoint­
ed appraisers, appeared before the office of

n Juan Ventura orales , Justice of the Peace ,
for the purpose to prooeed to the estimation of
said slave hich they estimated for 800 pesos .

On Jan. 22nd, Bernarda -'"roiny.
negress slave ct: Don Francisco Daniel Dupa1n.
appeared before the Court Clerk, and paid the
sum of 800 pesos, which is her appra1sed
value .

On Jan. 23rd , Don Juan Ventura
Mor ales , Justice of the Peaoe , ordered Don e

Daniel Dupain t o issue the letter of freedom
to his -ne gress slave as petitioned.



File No . 3318. )
J an. 14, 1783. )
JUdge: Juan Ventura ))
Mor a l e s .
Court Clerk: Leonardo )
Mazange . ))
PP. 1 t o 55.
French and Spanish. )

Doc. No. 783.
Box 41.

PROCEEDINGS INSTI 'IUTED
BY DON FRANCISCO BLACHE
VERSUS DON GEORGE IlENO
IN REGARD TO THE COLLEC­
TION OF A SUM OF PESOS.

Plaint iff, City Treasurer, pe t i t i ons the
Court, a l l egi ng t hat, as evidenced by the accoun
dUly pr esent ed , the Defendant former lessee of
the publ i c pr ovi s i ons supply of this City, owes
t he City Treasury the sum of one thousand nine
hundred ninety-nine pe s os ; that several occasions
Plainti ff has demanded said sum from the Defen­
dant but Defendant has refused to pay; therefore
Pet itioner begs the Court to issue a wr i t of ex­
ecution against t he per s on and pr opert i es of the I
Defendant to satisfy the sum in question plus
interest and the costs of these pr oceedi ngs .

On Mar ch 6, 1783, the Court by Official de- \
cree gr ant ed the Plaintiff's petition. ,

On Mar ch 7, 1783, Don Nicolas Fromantin,
Chief Constable, in compliance with the preceding
decree went to the house of the Defendant and
ordered said Defendant to pay the City Treasury
t he sum of one thousand nine hundred ninety peSOE
plUS interest and t he costs of these pr ocee di ngs
but the Defendant refused to pay , therefore he
seized the house of the Defendant.

Plaintiff again petitions t he Court, al l eg­
ing that Don Ni cola s Fromantin, Chie f Cons table,
in compliance wi t h a decree issued by t he Court
seized the hous e of t he Defendant; therefor e Pe ­
titioner· begs t he Court to sell the house i n que
tion.

On Mar ch 24 , 1784 the Cour t gran ted the
Plaintiff's s econd petit i on .

(cont 'd)



Doc. No. 783.
cont'd

On May 6, 1783, the "house of the Defendant
was s old at Public auction to Don Manuel Lara
for the sum of three thousan d pe sos which sum
wi l i lbe pa id hal f in cash and t he other half on
time.

On August 5, 1783, the Court by judicial
de cree ordered t he Defendant to pay the Plainti
t he sum of one thousand five hundr ed pesos whi ch
sum is the cash payment made on the house of the
Defendant, deducting from said sum the costs of
t hese pr oceed i ng s .

The costs of these proceedings amounted to
56 pe s os and 5 reales .



Don Arnoldo Magnon a mer ohan t of this City
pet itioned the Court, to grant him the neoessary
lioense to sell at publio auotion all his proper- I
ties. Therefore the Petitioner begs His Lordship
to grant him said lioense, and to order the Court
Clerk, to sell his properties at publio auotion.

On January 14th, 1783, Don Juan Ventura Mor ­
ales ordered the Petitioner to present before the
Court his wi f e ' s oonsent for the sale of the oom­
munity property .

Then Madam Enriqueta Roohe, legitimate wife
of Arnoldo Magnon , petitioned the Court alleging
that she has given her oonsent to her husband to
sell all of the oommunity property. Therefore she

l
· 1

begs His Lordship to aooept her oonsent and to or­
der as her husband has petitioned .

Doo . #784 .
Box 41 .

)

l
lSALE OF THE PROPERTIES OF ARN­
)OLDO MAGNON AND OF ENRIQ.UETA
)ROCHE HIS iTIFE .
)

On January 16th, 1783, Don Juan Ventura Mor ­
ales, ordered the Court Clerk, to sell at publ io
auo t ion s aid property .

On January 16th, 21st, and 25th, 1783, t he
Court Cl erk , in oomplianoe wi t h the preoeding de­
oree, ordered the pub1io orier to advertise the ,
properties of the petitioner, and t here being sev-I
eral per s ons pr es en t no bidder appeared.

On January 28t h , 1783, Don J uan Ventura lfur ­
ales, went t o the hous e of the et i t ioner, to
wi t nes s the publ i o auot i on of t he proper ties of
the peti tioner, Hi s Lordsh i p ordered t he Court

(cont'd)

File #3353 .
Jan . 14, 1783 .
P. From 1 to 6 .
All in Spanish .
Judge: Don Juan
Ventura orales .
Court Clerk :
Leonardo Mazange .



Doc . 784
cont'd .

Clerk, that by the voice of the public orier t o
advertise said properties, and after they were ad­
vertised for several times no bidder appeared ,
and being 12 o'clock His Lordship ordered said
public auction stopped, and to continued same
whenever it is convenient to the interested par­
ties .

The record is incomplete and the outcome of
the case is not known.

c



--~

The 1i'1tnesses appeared before
the court end rendered their informations which
entirely SUbstantiated the deolarations made by
the petitioner in the aforementioned protest.

(oont'd)

nee, 1785
Box 41

PROCEEDINGS INSTI'rO'fED BY DON
ZENON TORRES, A RESIDENT OF
NE ORLEANS AND CAPl'AIN OF THE
BIUNDER NAMED ''NUESTRA SENORA
DEL ROSARIO", FOR THE PURPOSE
OF PROVING THE MANNER IN WHICH
SAID BIUNDER AND ITS mTIIlE
CARGO WERE LOST AT SEA.

The Court aooep ted said protest
proposed informations to be re­
itnesses presented by the peti-

File 1/10 )
Jan. 21, 1783.)
Judge: Don )
Martin Navar- )
roo )
Court Clerk: »
Don Rafael
Perdomo. )
Pages 1 to 33.)
All in Span- )
ish. )

Don Zenon Torres, a resident of
New Orleans and Captain of the
bilander named "Nuestra Senora

del Rosario" petitioned the Court, alleging that
the manner in whioh said bilander aDd its entire
oargo were lost, was througn no tault of peti­
tioner, as reasonable measures to save said ves­
sel and its cargo ere taken, wherefore, peti­
tioner presents before the Court a oopy 01' a pro­
test petitioner mde before the Notary Publio Don
Rafael Perdomo, wherein petitioner explains in <

detail the manner in which said vessel and its
oargo were lost, and begs the Court to reoeive
informations of several witnesses, members 01'
the orew, so that petitioner may be exonerated
of all responsibility.

and ordered the
oeived from the
tioner.

The petitioner then requested
the Court that in oonsideration of the informa­
tions rendered by the Witnesses, whioh prove that
the loss of said vessel and its cargo did not 00­
our through petitioner's incompetenoy or negli­
genoe, said loss be offioially declared unavoid­
able and therefore pet i t i oner be exonerated 01' all
responsibility.



Doc. 11785
(cont'd)

The Court in view of the evidence
presented, granted the petitioner's prayer and
otticially declared the accident unavoidable.

The cost ot these proceedings
amounted to 57 peso s and 4 reales.

e

I

I

\



Don Gaspar de Aranda , merohant
of this City petitions the r

Court , alleging that a shipment of silk handker­
ohiefs hioh he has reoently reoeived had been
estimated of inferior quality by several merohant~

or this City, in regard to the said merohandise . I

On the 21st of January , 1783 ,
Governor Estevan Miro , or der ed the petitioner to
appear and present the evidenoe he offered . <

On the 22nd of January , 1783 ,
in the Governor 's Court , appeared the petitioner
and his witnesses, Don Antonio Cavalier, Captain
of the rural militia, Don Salomon Mal l i nes , Don
Pablo Legond and Don Charles Norwood, all mer­
ohant s of this City , whom testified under oath
that they had oarefully examined the merohandise
in question and found it to be of good quality.

On the 28th of January , 1793,
Governor Estevan Miro, jUdioially deoreed that
the silk handkerohiefs that Don Gaspar de Aranda
has in his store , oan be sold to the publio as
merohandise of good quality.

The oost of these prooeedings
amounted to 22 pesos 5 reale s .

File 47 )
Jan . 21 , 1783 . )
P. 1 to 14. )
All in panish.)
Judge : Estevan)
Miro . )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo.)

Doo , #786
Box 41

PROCEEDINGS mSTITUTED BY DON
GASPAR DE ARANDA, FOR THE PUR­
POSE OF PROVING THAT CERTAIN
LOT OF HANDKERCHIEFS tmICH HE
HAS FOR SALE IN HIS STORE , ARE
OF GOOD Q,lIALITY.



This reoord is not oompleted
and the outoome of the oase is not known

Case of

Don Pedro ragon y Villegas
vs

Don Carlos Leohen, a resi­
dent or the 00 ast or Alle­
mands.

Doo. 1787
Box 41

File f}23 )
Jan. 23, 1783. )
P. from 1 to 8 )
..ul in Spanish.)
Judge: Gov. )
Estevan Miro. )
Clerk: Rafael )
Perdomo. )

Plaintiff petitioned the
Court, alleging that the Defendant sold him a
oertain negro slave from Martinique, for the
sum of 400 pesos, as an able bodied and in good
health, but as a matter of truth and faot, said
slave has been suffering with ohronio hernia
trouble prior to the date of sale, whioh took
plaoe on August 20th, 1783. Therefore, petition­
er begs the Court to order the Defendant to re­
fund the sum paid and to reoeive said slsve.

On Jan. 23, 1783, Don Este­
van Miro, ordered the Court Clerk to inform the
Defendant of Plaintiff' petition.

The Plaintiff in proof of
his allegations presented a Medioal Certifioate
issued by Dootor Robert Don, Prinoipal surgeon
of the Royal Hospital, oertifying that the slave
in question is suffering with ohronio hernia and
that the patient aoknowledges to have had sinoe
his youth.



On the 23rd of January, Don
Juan Ventura Morales, Justice of the Peace, or­
dered the Defendant to appear in Court, as peti­
tioned .

On the 28th of January, the
Defendant appeared and presented testimony to
shOW cause why he should not be made to pay for
the slave in question.

On Feb. 4th, 1783, on Juan
Ventura 'or al e s , Justice of the Peace, ordered
Dootors Robert Don and Joseph Montegut to examine
the slave and make a report of the examination.
The report submitted by the doctors appointed,
oertified that the slave in question a.id not

(cont'd)

Case of

Don Estevan Baur~

vs
Don Alejandro Baur~

In regard to the res t i t ut i on
of a negro slave.

File #40 )
Jan . 23, 1783 . )
P. from 1 t o )
28. )
French and )
panish . )

Judge : von )
Juan Ventura )
Morales . )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo.) Plaintiff petitioned the

Court, alleging that on the
21st of January, while at­

tending the Publio ale of ....rnauld gnon , for
the purpose of selling two of his negro slaves,
for hich petitioner was offered by Don Leonardo
Mazange the sum of 700 pesos, which petitioner
refused, and that petitioner sold one of them
named Frontin, 12 years old, to the Defendant
for 350 pesos , and that Defendant took the ne­
gro wi th him as a finished sale, that evening
Defendant'met petitioner in the offioe of the
Notary e£ Mr• aazange , to have the bill of sale
signed by petitioner and the Defendant, to which
the Defendant refused on the grounds that the
negro was suffering from dropsy .

Doc . ff788
Box 41



Doo. ft788
(oont 'd)

have dropsy and furthermore never did suffer
from said siokness .

On Februar y 28th, 1789, the
Judge ordered the Defendant, Don Alexandro
Bau r ll to pay the oos t of court and to pay for
the slave he purohased .

c



Doo. 11789
Box 41

File #45 )
an . 29 , 1783. )

Judge : juan )
Ventura orales .)
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo. )
PP. 1 to 54. )
All in Spanish. )

PROCEEDnms mSTlTUTED BY
DON ANTONIO CAVALIER VER­
SUS THE FREE NmRESS SLA.VE
NAMED MANON, IN REGARI) TO
THE O"INERSHIP OF SEVERAL
FEET OF LAND.

Plaintiff petitioned the
Court , all eging that in the
olaim f or a oertain plot of

land in dispute with Defendant , that a oopy of
the final deor ee issued against the Defendant
on jUly 22 , 1779 , had been delivered to peti­
tioner and that said deoree was issued by the
Court , i n oonsequenoe of the prooeedings insti­
tuted by one Andres Roohe , former owner of
Plaintiff's property versus said free negress
slave; that taking into oonsideration that said <

f inal de oree , orderes to inform the Defendant
not t o disturb her neighbor Andres Roohe re­
garding the ownership of his house looated on
Royal Street , or anybody else ouning said house
i n the future ; that said disturbanoes are made
by the Defendant for the purpose of obtaining
several fee t of land besides those vhioh were
sold to Defendant by said Andres Roohe; that it
is evident by the aot of sal e that the Defendant
purohased a small house with its oorresponding
land whioh at the present is oooupied by the De­
fendant , that the Notary Ivho issued said aot of
sale , made a mistake as also the seller of said
property , sinoe he sold to the Defendant only
the land where ~he house is bui l t and not a
pieoe of the Plaintiff's property whi oh is 10­
oated at the side of the Defendant's pr oper t y ;
and that ~he'petitloner'desirlng to oonst~uot a
ne house in the !'ront of his plo t of land and
to avoid any future trouble ith the Defendant ;
therefore petitioner prays the Court to order
Don Gilberto Guillermard, City surveyor, t o
measure the property oooupi ed by the Defendan t
so that s ai d meas ures may be used as property
titles f or t he Plaint iff and Defendant .

( oont r d )

)



On page 50, Don Andres Almonas­
ter was ordered to make a deolaration, oertify­
ing whether he was present at the verbal sentenoe

l oont' d)

Doc. (f789
(oont'd)

On Jan. 29th , 1783, Don Juan I
Ventura Morales ordered the Court Clerk to give
a copy of the Plaintiff's petition to the De­
fendant .

e

I;

On Maroh 20th, 1783, the Plain­
tiff and one Don Pedro Ridhaux , appeared jointl~

to save Court oost and time, the latter having
bought the house and land in question from the
negress Yagnon Durand, they mutually agreed to
be satisfied with the following partition of
land, Riohoux to have 13 ft. 7 in. of frontage
by 70 ft . depth , which amounts to 16 ft. 2 in.
of land part of the property in dispute, this
joint agreement was signed by both parties and
approved on the same day by the Judge, Don
Juan Ventura Morales , who ordered the negress
Yagnon to pay the oost of the prooeedings on
pages 23 to 27, Wherein appears the original
aot or sale made by Don dres Roohe, to the
free negress Magnon, whioh erroneously called
for 20 ft. frontage by 120 depth, and a house
oomposed of a parlor and two rooms, built of
briok and lumber .

On pages 44 to 47 , appears the
statement of appraisal and measurements made by
the Royal and public surveyor Don Carlos Laveau
Trudeau , appointed by the Court to perform this
act, and in the presence of all conoerned ex­
oept the Defendant who deolined to be present,
exeouted tne agreement between Don Antonio Ca­
velier and Don Antonio Mermillion, who beoame
adjaoent neighbors .

On page 48 appears a plan of
the land in dispute surveyed by the abovemen­
tioned surveyor.



Doo . #78
( oon t' d )

de by Do Lu is de Unzaga against El:1riquo
Eo e in r gar to the n er ot t or land
t t er aocounted tar aooord in he
de ot the property, his statement sho s

he.n present and att sted thereto .

On 18th, 1768, the Detend-
t as sent oe by Judg n Jos t de

orue to y the 00 st ot COUl" t or sentenoed
to term in the publ10 j nil of t b1s vity.



Doo . fJ790
Box 41

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DON FRANCISCO JOsEPH LE­
BRETON VERSUS DON PEDRO
HENRIQ.UE DERNEVIUE IN RE­
GARD TO THE COLLECTION OF
A. SUM OF PESOS.

On Jan. 30 , 1783 , the Court
granted the plaintiff's petition.

On the same day the Defendant
deolared in the presenoe of the Court Clerk,
that he owes said sum of three hundred twenty­
four pesos to the Plaintiff .

On prill, 1783, the Defendant
paid to the Plaintiff said sum of three hundred
and twenty-four pesos.

The reoord is inoomplete and
\>:oe

s
not show the costs of these prooeedings.

plaintiff , Senior Justioe of
the Peaoe of this City, peti­
tions the Court, alleging that

as evidenoed by the promissory note duly pre­
sented, signed by the Defendant and endorsed to
the order of Don Luis Cesario de Lebreton, fa­
ther of the plaintiff , said Defendant owes the
Plaintiff and the absent heirs of said deoeased.
the sum of three hundred twenty-four pesos ;
therefore petitioner begs the Court to oompel
the Defendant to deol are under oath whether he
u es said sum. and once this is done, to oompel
the Defendant to pay the amount in question.

File /13347 )
Jan . 30, 1783 .)
Judge: Estevan)

ro o )
Court Clerk: )
Leonardo Ma- )
zange. )
PP. 1 to 3. )
:Frenoh and )
Spanish. )



F11e {j3338 ).
Doc. #792 )
Sheets 1 to 11)
Feb. 5th. 1783)

Case of
Fanohon, free mulattress

vs
Don Fr anoi soo Demaziller.

Plaintiff, a tree mulattress thru
P. Gauvain, insti tuted pro oeedings f or the pur­
pose of proving wi th her respeotive doouments,
her freedom.

Plaintiff alleges that, her master,
the defendant had sold her to Don M. Fouoher for
the amount of 4000 livres (800 peso s) after she
was granted her freedom.

Plaintiff obtains jUdgment; and
defendant is ordered to return purohase prioe t o
the aforesaid Fouoher.

In proof of her allegation the
plaintiff pres ent ed following witness :

Clemente Fr ese , who deolares, t ha t
during the year 1774, Don Asl1l1ere en trus ted
him with the sale of her per son , who i nstead
hired her himself; end on Sept ember 4th , 1782,
she was turned to Mr. Har r i s , who possessed pow­
er of attorney for the defendant.

Mr. Har ris , deolared t hat a s l egal
agent of the defendant he aotual ly sold said mu­
lattress to Mr . Fouoher .

The plaint iff then presented a
CERTIFICATE OF FREEDOM: That states that Don
Franoisoo Demazelliere, own er of her person and
in oonsideration to her good servioes , granted
er freedom, and obliga t i ng himself to make this

publio deed prevail far her safety 5 0 no one oan
have any legal clai m on her person.

Mr . Fouoher then petitioned the
oourt to nullify the aforesaid sale, and the re­
funding of his monies from the mentioned defen­
dant.

- - - :J



THE COURT, on Feb. 11, 1783, de­
cided that oonsidering the deed granted by the
defendant in favor of the Plaintiff; and the pe­
tition of M. Fouoher and the Power ofttorney
of Mr . Harris, ordered the defendant to reimburse
the aforesaid sum of 800 pesos to Mr. Fouomr,
wi t hi n the term of six days, or else a writ of
execution will be issued to seize his properties.

The deoision of the oourt was signed
by Gov. Estevan Mi r o and attested by Leonardo
Ilazange, Court Clerk.



In New Orleans on February twen­
ty-seventh ot the year one thousand seven hun­
dred and eighty-three the Honorable JUdge Don
Joseph LeBretton was informed of the death of
Dofia Radegonda Mayeux, and in view ot whioh he
instituted prooeedings and oommissioned the
present Court Clerk to take possession ot the
keys and to attest the death of the deoeased
party, for the oorresponding steps. Th~n Don
Le4nardo Mazange oertifies that in obeyanoe I c

to the preoeding deoree, he went to the de­
oeased's house and found the oorpse lying on
a bed and her survivors, making all the neoes­
sary arrangements for her burial, and that he .
reoeived two keys, left by the deoeased, to
whioh he attests. .

On February 28, 1784, the oourt
ordered that a oopy ot the last will and testa­
ment ot the deoeased be brought for further
proceedings.

She states in her last will that
an amount of 2000 pesos belongs to her'i\spouse
and it is not inoluded in their marriage con­
traot. She leaves three minor ohildren as her
absolute heirs. She wills to _ " , e o Don
Juan Bautista Meroier the fifth part of her
properties, after having d~duoted ~ll the ex-
penses; and she appoints her as the ex-

(oont'd)

Judge
Joseph LeBretton

Court Clerk
Leonardo Ma~ange

: TESTAMENl'ARY EXECUTION

Prooeedings instituted in oon­
..sequenoe of the death of Dofia
Franoisoa Radegonda Mayeux.
Inventory and appraisal of the
properties of the deoeased.

F1le #.3359 )
Doo. #793 )
Sheets from)
1 to 109 )
Feb. 7, )
Year. 1783.)



ecutor of her properties.

Juan Bautista Mer oier , exeout ive of
the properties of t he deceased, petitions, t ha t
there is a need of sCJIBone to represent his
three minor children in the p~ceeding in the
Court and therefore recommends a s guardi an of
his children, Don Fr a nci sco Br out i n , Whioh ap­
pointment Was agreed by Judge Le Br e t t on .

Broutin, aooepted the appointment
as guardian of the three minor ohildren, an d
the Court gave him authority as suoh.

Don Franoisoo Br out in , as guar di an
of the Mer oi er minors pe t it i oned the Court to
order an appraisal and i nvent ori es of t he pro­
perties left by t he deoeased. On Mar oh 5th,
1783, JUdge J oseph Le Brett on ordere d to pro­
oeed as peti tioned.

Don Juan Bautista Mer oi e r a l so pe­
titioned the Court to appoint as appr aise r
Don Salomon Prevoste to represent him. On
Maroh 11th, 1783, Judge La Br e t ton appoint ed
said Salomon Prevoste, as petitioned.

On the same day, Don Sa lomon Pr evoste
aooepted the appointment as appraiser f or Juan
Bautista Meroier.

Upon the re ques t of Fr anoisoo Broutin ,
His Lordships set . t he s ixth day of May for the
appraisal and inventory of the properties of
said deoeased. Then on the mentioned day at
the fa~house of the·deceased .9 miles below
the City, the Honorable Judge , the Court Clerk ,
Don Franoisoo Br outin , attorney and guardian of
the minor ohildren Don Salomon Prevoe t and
drian de la Plaze appointed appraisers pro­

oeeded to take the r equ es t ed inventory and ap­
praisal of the properties ; whioh prooedure -took
several day.. On June 14th, the properties

(cont'd)



were valued at 11,041 pesos .

The oosts of the appraisal amounted
to 755 1/2 reales , said sum Was oolleoted from
Juan B. Meroier and paid by the Judioial trea­
surer , to the parties who made the appraisement
and inventory.

Then, the aforesaid Meroier presents
an aot of sale, Wherein is stated that in said
property were inoluded 18 negroe slaves that
were sold to him by Don Pedro Mayoux, his bro­
ther-in-law for the sum of 10300 pesos , and pe­
titioned the oourt to order the interested
parties to appear in order to render acoounts
of said estate. On Maroh 13, 1789, the oourt
ordered as petitioned.

~he court found that said appraisal
and inventor~'lI'as oorreot. Don F. Boutin re-

titS ""'0,1<1" .1'signedAas gu dian of the three Mercier minors,
and the Court appointed in his plaoe Don Antonio
Mendez, who aocepted the appointment, and the
Court authorized him to act as such.

Don Antonio Mendez, approved the ap­
praisal and inventory that was made by the ap­
praisers , as correot.

The record shOWS that the minors
Juana Luisa Mercier, age 7 years, died~Maroh 5,
1789 and Maria Graoe Athenia, age 5 years died
on Deoember 13, 1783.

Then Don Juan Bautiste Mer ci er , thru
the Attorney General, Don Felipe Guinault, pe­
titioned the Court that in view of the death or
his wo minor daughters, he be made absolute
heir of their estate. The Court on April 20,
1789 , granted his petition, with the consent or
Antonio Mendez, guardian ot the other Mer ci e r
minor .

(Cont'd) \



Don Juan Bautiste Meroier, petitioned
the court to close the prooeeding of the oase
as there was no further matters to be deoided.
Judge Ortega, on July 7th, 1789, ordered the
judioial aooountant to prooeed as petitioned.

On Deoember 16, 1789, the Mer oi e r
minor, t~ugh his guardian Antony Mendez , ao­
knowledge~as absolute heir his father Juan B.
Mer o:le r , of the estate left by the other 2 de- I

oeased Mer oie r minors. t

I
The oourt on Deoember 17, 1789, de- '-

olared 88 legitimate he 1r Juan B. Meroier of­
the properties left by the 2 deoeased Meroier r
minors, and the rest of the estate left by the
deoeased Fr anoi soa Radegonda Mayeux, as deoid-
ed in the prooeedings et supra. The Court
oosts that amounted to 34 pesos 3 reales to be ~

paid by Juan Bautista Mer oi er .



Don Felipe Al exandro Ri ­
goult, Captain of the Brigantine named "Egeluk de
Ostende" , deolared before Hi s Lordship t he Gover­
nor of this Provinoe , that a s evidenoed by t he
dooument s whioh he dul y presented his ship and •
cargo were damaged dlE to bad weather enoountered
on the high seas on his vo yage to t his Por t , and . I
to exonerate himself of an y responsibility of t he
dama~ed oargo he petitionee Hi s Lor dship to have
the vourt Clerk , Don Rafael Perdomo , Don Francis­
00 Braquier , Don Nar ci so de Al va Vermos and t he
commander of this oit Y to estimate the damages su
ffered by said 6argo and t hat he be delivered wit
a list of the damaged oargo in order to promote
whatever be convenient .

The petition made by t he
declarer was gr ant ed by the Court on Feb. 8 , 178 3
and Don Juan Josef Duforest was appointed to tran
slate t he dooument s presented by said de cIa rer .

Don Juan Josef Duforest ,
interpreter appointed by de oree of Don Mar t i n Na ­
varro, Inte rn ant General of th is Province of Loui
siana appeared before Don Rafael Perdomo , Court
Clerk , for the purpose of translating several do ­
ouments presented by s a i d Captain Don Felipe Alex­
andro Rigoult in orde r to prove t hat his s hip and
oargo were damaged on hi s voyage to t his Port .

(oont' d )

Doc.. 794
Box . 41

Prooeedings i nstituted
by Don Fel ipe Ale xandro
Ri goult, Captain of the
Bri gant me narned Ege luk
de Ostendej for t he pur ­
pose of p roving t he dam­
ages suffered by t he oar­
go brough t on his ship

)
)
)

l
l

to t his Port .

FILE #18
Feb . 10, 1783 .
Jud e Intern ant
General Don
artino Navarro

Court Clerk ,
Don Rafael Perdomo
Spanish and French . )
Sheets from 1 to 45 .)



The Offici als approved t he work
done by the exper t s and ordered the freight t hat
had been displac~d for safe keep i ng to be s t or ed I
in its pro per pl ace and i nformed the Capt ain I
t hat he may proceed in hi s voyage to the Provin­
oe of Louisi ana which i s his destination.

The declarer s .pe t i t i on was granted

Doc. 794
(oont 'd)

A translation made by Don Josef Du­
f orest, of one of the documents presented by
said Captain Don Fel i pe Alexandro Rigoult stated
that upon his petition, the officiels Don.Juan
Baut i st a Estel , Lieutenant gener al of Adm.ralit y
of t he Fr en ch Cape , accompanied by the Attorney
of Hi s Maj esty and of the Court Clerk went on
board the damaged vessel at six o 'olock in the
morni ng on December t he fifth , 1782 to inspect
t he repairs performed by t he exper t s Pebien and
Senof , s hip captains , and Lucas Mar and Luis Fu­
ger y , s hip c arpenters, who were appointed to re­
condition said vessel .

Two translations also ma de by Don
Jos ef Duforest of two documents presented by
said Captain Don Felipe Alexandro Rigoult s t ated
due to the bad weather en count e r ed on the high
seas his ship and ... cargo suffered seri ous dam
ages .

The Captain then declared t hat he
has received the list of the d amaged cargo and
petitione d hi s Lordship to have Don J uan Bett al e
and Fr ancis co Groud ship captains acoompai ne d by
sant Iago Seg uin and Jean Can to Carpent ers and Do
Rafae l Perdomo Court Clerk to go on boar d the
ship to estimate t he damages suf fered by s ai d
ship .

· ...



•
\ 1

I

by t h e Court on Feb . 12 , 1783 .

The record ends with the judge ren­
dering t he following decision: In consideration
of the do cuments presented by said Captain Don
F elipe b1exandro tiigou1t end the est imation made
by the experts and having found to be true that
the damage s were c ausee by bad weathe r suffered I
by the cargo and Bri gant ine under Uaptai n Ri goult
His Lor ds hi p declared h1Jn free from any respons ­
i bil i t y for the above mentioned damages .



The c as e of
Margar i t a Mei l l eu r

versus
Claud io Le Coste ,

(her hus band)

i
\
\

•
\

Plaintiff inst itut ed action de­
t he def endan t he r dowry and he r
community proper t y .

#795
1783.

I
\ II
; j

Plaintiff pe t i t ioned His Lordship ,
t o have Don Leonardo !ssange , Notar y Public, make
a wri tten testimony of the sale t hat the defend­
ant , her husband made to Don Bernardo Otero , Ac­
count ant of the Army snd of the Ro yal Tr e asur y ,
of a negress name d Mariana , with her daughter
named Goton; another s ale made to the free mulat ­
ress named Francisca of a negress na med Rosa, an­
othe r sal e made to t he one nam ed Br i ze t of a cer­
tain house; and anot her sale made to Don Pedro
Be r t on i er of a certain house .

The Plaintiff's petition was grant 1,
ed by the Governor on February 10 , 1783 .

mand i ng f rom
shere of the

FILE #50
Docune nt
Feb . 10,

The Plaintiff l ater petitioned His
Lordship al le ging , that sh e has been informed t ha
the defen dant her husband , has sold the house
where he resides to Don Jaime Jor dan, who ha s not
yet pa id the sum of four thous and p eso s , which is
t he value of tm house , whe r ef o re she petitions
His Lordship to seize s aid sum in t he po s se ss i on
of Don Js ime Jo rdan until the conclusion of t his
proceedi ngs .

The Govemor granted t he Plaint i f ­
f 's pe tit ion on Februa r y 20, 1783.

The Pl a i nt i ff then petitions Hi s
Lordship to have Don Leonardo Maz ange , Not a r Y Pub
liC , make a wri t t en test imony of t h e sale made by

( cont' d)



Document No. 795 (cont'd)

the Defendant to Don Jaime Jordn of s aid house .

The Pl aintiff's petition wa s gr an t ed
by the Governor on F ebr ua ry 21, 17 83.

The plaintiff later pe t i t i oned His
IDrdship not to gr an t the r equir ed sailing pe nnit )
t o the defendant who is plenni ng to sail for the
Kingdom of Fr enc e .

The Governor grant ed the Plaintiff's
petit ion on Ma r ch 8 , 1783.

The Defe mant declares t hat in or der
to aved fUrther scandals ori ginated from these
proceedings he is willing to reconcile with his
wife.

The Plaintiff alleges that she is mi s-'
- t reat ed by tb3 Defendant and for this reason she I

i s not willing to be reconciled . \

The Defendant t hen petitions His Lor d­
ship to make an inve nto ry of all his properti e s,
and his petit ion was granted by the Govern or on
May 21, 1783.

The Gov er nor then or de r ed the plain­
ti f f and d ef e nda nt t o be notified to ap pear be­
fo r e him.

The re cord ends With the gove rnor ' s
decision or der ing the defendant to pay the sum
of seventeen pes os a month to his spouse for he r
support.



On February 15 , 1783 the Court
appointed Dn. Luis Lio t an , to translate the said
two l e t t e r s , that are in French i nt o Spanish ,
whi ch appoin tment he ao oepted .

( cont ' d)

Doo . # 796
Box 41

Prodeedings instituted by
Alexandro Chonet , in order to .
reoover the estate left by the
deoeased Juan Luis Lacroix , his
nephew.

Don lexandro Chonet , petitioned
his Lordship to order the Court
Clerk to translate oertain let­
ters that were written in French

into Spanish , alleging that these letters as it
is evident by their oontent shows that his bro­
ther Hervieux Chonet was indebted to him the
sum of 120 pesos and that his deoeased nephe w
Juan Luis Laoroix , was at the Post of Illinois
when his brother Hervieux Chonet died and that
he il l ega l l y inherited his brother 's estate .
The peti t1. oner further alleged that his said
deoeased nephew Lacroix , later oame to this
Ci t y where he died , Willing his properties to
one Dn , l:mon Maline, a merohant of this City .

Alexandro Chonet further peti­
tioned His Lordship to order Sol omon Ma l i ne to
appear i n Court , and to declare under oath vAla t
pro per t i es and money he inherited from his de­
oeased nephew Juan Luis Laoroiz .

On February 14 , 1783 , the Court
granted Al exandr o Chonet 's pe t i t i on , and on the
same day Sol omon lla line appe ared in Court an d
deolared that he i nher i t ed nothing fr an the de­
oeased Laoroix , but that he was inde bted t o t he
deoeased for a draft o f 500 pesos and that he
aid t h sum to one Chavel , ~om t he said de­
eased had verbally appointed his un i versal heir .

File #78
Feb . 13 , 1 783 )
In Fr enoh and)
Spanish. )
JUdge : Don )
Juan Ventura )
~ora Ies , )
Court Clerk: )
Dn . Rafael )

erdomo . )
Sheets f rom 1 )
t o 9. )



Doo• . 796 (oont 'd)

FI T LErT R: From Luis Lacroix addressed to
hi s unole lexmdro Chonet ,
dated ' ep t ember 1st , 1776 from
St . Louis . Illinois , herein
said Laoroix aokno ledged the
reoe!. pt of t wo letters fran hi s
unole Chonet . Laoroix also re­
gr et s sorro fully the death of
hi s uncle Herv i eux Chonet, who
died intest te o Laoroix also
informs his unole in this 1 tter
that his deoeas ed unole Hervi e ux
had died intestate and that is
properties ere in possession of
one onsieur Dural de . Laoroix
also informs his unole lexandro
Chone t that he has intentions of
coming to this City in the near
future .

SECOND LErTER: Fran Her v i eux Chonet addressed
to his brother 1exandro Chonet
dated Ma y 15th, 1776 , from St .
Louis Illinois , Wherein Hervi e ux
tKregr e t s very much not being
able to comply wi th the payment
of a past due debt of 120 pesos
whioh payment he involuntarily
negleoted for a long time .
Herv i eux in this letter promises
his brother , Alexandro , that he
will pay him this debt upon hi s
next arrival to t his City .

This reoord appears to be incomplete and ends
with the translation of t he t 0 a bove l et t ers.



By deoree ot t ha Judge the De­
fendant was ordered to deolare under oe. th whetbsr
he owes said sum.

Plaintift alleged that the De­
fendant purohased trom him a lot ot hats amount­
ing to two thousand pesos; on whioh sum the De­
fendant has only paid the sum of one thousand
five hundred pesos.

Doounient #797
Box 41

The Case of
Don Pedro de ragan y Villegas

versus
Don Claudio Laooste.

Plaintiff instituted etion
tor the purpose of compelling
the Detendant to pay a past
due debt.

File #42 )
Feb. 14, 1783 )
Judge Governor l
Estevan Miro.
Court Clerk )
Rafael Perdomo.)
No. of sheets )
1 to 9. )
11 Spanish. )

The Defendant under oath de­
olared that he owes the sum in question.

Later the plaintiff again pe­
ti t10ned Hi. Lordship to have Don Jaime Jordan
pay him said sum or five hundred pesos.

The petition was granted on
1783 and the reoord ends With the

(oont'd)

Tha Plaintiff also alleged
that the Defendant has sold his house to Don
Jaime Jordan for the sum of four thousand five
hundred pesos; this sum has not yet been paid
by said Don Jaime Jordan, and that four thou­
sand pesos of this sum has been seized by the
Court at the petition ot the Defendant's spousel
wherefore the Plaintiff petitioned His Lordship
to have said Don Jaime Jordan pay him the sum or
five hundred pesos as this sum is not inoluded
in the s 1zure.

February 17,



JUdge' s deoision ordering Don Jaime Jordan to
pay said sum of five hundred pesos to the
Plaintiff, and to pay the oOUrt expenses from
the funds he is withholding from the Defendant,
Whioh amounts to 7 pesos and 2 reales.



On Feb . l ?, 1?83 , Gov . Uro ,
t he pres i ding J udge , or der ed t hat the 900 pesos
t hat Jaime Jordan i s ithholding which belong
to t he Defendant to be seized and to give said
money to t he Plantiff to satisfy his c laim.
On the s alOO day the Court Clerk we nt to the home

(cont 'd)

I i

Doc. ?'il8
Box 41

Case of
Don Lorenzo Wi l t z

vs
Claudio Lacoste

The Pl a int i f f t hen pe t i tioned
the court to seize t he s um of 'il00 pe s os to sa­
tisfy his claim from t he money t hat Don Jaime
Jordan owes t o t he Defendant i n a judgment i n
f avor of the Defendant aga inst sa i d Don Jaime

Jordan.

Plaintiff instituted proceedings
to compel the Defendant to pay a past due pro­
missory note for 900 pesos . The Pla int i f f pe ­
titioned the court to order the De f enda nt to ap­
pear and to acknowledge under oath if the sig­
nat ure at the foot of said promis sory not e of
'il00 pes Os is his and if he owes said sum, al­
leging that he has demanded the Defendant to
pay said past due note and that the Def endant
has refused to comply wi t h the payment .

On Feb . 15 , 1?83, the Court
granted the Pl a i nt i f f ' s petition, and ordered
the Defendant to appear .

File #38 )
Feb . 15, 1?83 )
All , in Spani sh )
PP . 1 to s . )
JUdge : Governor)
Es tevan Mi r o. )
Court Clerk: )
Raf ae l Perdomo )



Doc. 798
(cont 'd)

of Jaime Jordan and informed him of the pre­
ceding decree . Jordan stated that he will oom­
ply according to the deoree of the Court .

On Feb . 18 , 178~ the Plaintiff ap­
peared before the Court Clerk and deolared that
in oomplianoe with the decree of the Court that
Jaime Jordan had given him the sum of 900 pesos
that he was withholding, whioh belonged to the
Defendant .

On Feb . 19, 1783 Gov . ~i ro , in view
of the faot that the Plaintiff's olaim had been
satisfied he ordered that a atatement of the
expenses of these prooeedings be made by Don
Luis Liotau and to pay said expenses from the
balance of the money t hat Jaime Jordan is with­
holding , which belongs to the Defendant.

The reoord ends with an itemized
statement of the oosts of these proceedings which
amounted to 7 pesos 2 reals , submitted by Don
Luis Liotau on Feb . 24, 1783 .



Guina -

versus
Claudio Laooste .

LJoc .')q'l

The oase of
Don Sant i ago Fhelipe
ult .

#3343
11799
15, 1783.

FILE
Doo.
Feb .

Plai ntiff inst ituted aotion for the
purpos e of compelling the defendant to pay a past
due debt .

Plaintiff alleged that the defendant
owes him the sum of one thousand one hundred fifty
pesos, as final payment for a oertain hous e sold
to him by his mothe r ,and later t he Def endant sold
said hous e to Don Jaime Jordan who is withhold i ng

he p ayment of t he house by deoree of the Gover­
no r j therefore the Plaintiff petitioned His Lor d­
ship, to have Don Jaime Jordan pay said sum fro m
the furds he is retaining.

The plaintiff 's petition was grant ed
by t he Governor on Feb . 15, 1783.

The reoord ends with the Plaintiff
deolari ng that he has been paid s aid sum by Don
J ai me Jordan .



\,
I

Doo . 800
Box 41

Case of
Don Naroiso de Alba

vs
ClaUdio Laooste

F11e 186 )
Feb. 19, 1763. )
All in Spanish )
PP.ltolO)
JUdge: Governor)

stevan Miro. )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo.)

-
( oont ' d)

Plaintiff instituted prooeedings
t o oompel the Defendant to pay a past due pro­
missory note for 690 pesos .

The plaintiff presented as evi­
denoe a promissory note, Wherein the Defendant
on Maroh 10 , 1782, bought from him a oertain
quantit y of gold and silver that amounted to
690 pesos , whioh sum he promised to pay at the
end of said year (1782) . The Plaintiff pet1­
tioned the oourt to order the Defendant to ap­
pear in oourt to aoknowledge his signature at
the foot of said promissory note and to deolare
11' he owes sa1d sum of 690 pesos, alleging that
he has demanded the Defendant to pay said sum
and that the Defendant has refused to oomply
with the payment of sa1d past due note .

On Feb . 19 , 1783, the Court
gran ted the Plaintiff's petition and ordered
the Defendant to appear . The follow1ng day the
Defendant, in oomplianoe with the preoeding de­
oree. appeared before the Court Clerk and de­
olar ed that the signature at the foo t of said
promissor y note is his and that he aoknowle dges
ow1n8: t o the Plaint1ff said past due note for
690 pesos .

The Plaintiff then petit10ned the
the sum of 690 pesos to sat 1s fy

h1s olaim from the money that Don J aime Jordan is
Withholding for the Defendant in a jUdgment in
favor of the Defendant ageinst said Don Jaime
Jordan.



Doo. 800
(cont'd)

On Feb. 24, 1783, Governor
Miro, the presiding Judge, ordered that from
the 2600 pesos that Jaime Jordan is withholding,
whioh belongs to the Defendant to se1ze 690 pe­
sos and to give sa1d money to the Plaintiff to
satisfy his claim. On the same day the Court
Clerk went to the house of Jaime Jordan and in­
formed him of the preoeding decree. Jordan
stated that he nll comply aocording to the de­
cree of the Court.

On Feb. 25, 1783, the Pla1nt1ff
appeared before the Court Clerk and declared
that in oomp11ance w1 th the decree of the Court
that Ja1me Jordan had given him the sum of 690
pesos that he was withholding, which belonged
to the Defendant.

On Feb. 26, 1783, Gov. Mire,
in view of the fact that the Plaintiff's claim
had been sat1sfied he ordered that a statement
of the expenses of these proceed1ngs be made
by Don Luis Liotau and to have the Defendant
pay said expenses from the balanoe of the money
that Jaime Jordan is withhold1ng, which belongs
to said Defendant.

The reoord ends with an itemized
statement of the costs of these proceedings which
amounted to 7 pesos 2 reales, submitted by Don
Luis Liotau on Feb. 24, 1783.



Doo. #801
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CASE OF
Don Fr anoi soo Verre t

vs
Claudi o La Cost e .

Plaintiff petitions the
Court to oompel the Def en­
dant to aoknowledge owing
said promissory note f or
400 pesos as wel l as his
s i gnature.

On February 20t h, 1783, t he
Court ordered the defendant to appear "as pet i ­
tioned.

F11e fi o )
Feb. 20th, 1783 l
Judge: Governor
General Don )
Estevan Mi r o. )
Court Clerk )
Don Rafael Perdomo)
All in Spanish, )
exoept promissory )
note whioh is 10 )
Frenoh. Sheets )
from 1 to 10 )

On February 21s t , 1783, the
defendant appeared in Court and aoknowledged
ow1og said debt.

Plaintiff i nfor ms t oo Court
that Don Jaime Jorda is hol di ng 400 pesos whioh
belong to the Defendant and petitions tha t sa i d
sum be seized to satisfy his debt.

On February 22nd , 1783, the
court ordered Don Jaime J orda to re l ease said
amount of 400 pesos, as petit i oned.

Then on February 24th , 1783 ,
Don Jaime Jorda, 10 obeyanoe to the preoeding
deoree, releases t he 400 pes os to the Plaintiff ,
who aoknowle dged r eoeipt of said sum.

The JUdge Don Estevan Mi r o ,
on February 22nd, 1783 , ordered that in view of
the faot that sai d Jordan paid the pla1 ntiff the
sum of 400 pesos, that Luis Liotau, appraise the
oosts of this prooeedi ngs, whioh said Liotau
submitted on February 24th, 1783 , appraising

(oont 'd)



the expenses at 7 pesos 4 reales .

The prooeedings terminate with a
power 01' Attorney , granted by Don Franoisoo
Verret to Don Luis Liotau to represent hUn in
all legal matters . The reoord ends with the
following note: The Court Clerk oertitys that
Don Luis Liotau has oolleoted from Don Ja~e
Jorda and paid to the Plaintiff the um of 400
pesos, complying with the deoree , of February
22nd, 1783 from Governor Mi r o.

,



Don Henry Voix, then petitioned
His Lordship to legalize the sale of goods. On
February 26, 1783, the sale was legalized by the
proper authorities.

Then Don Henry Voix, petitioned
the Court that the Publio ppraiser Don Luis
Liotau forward to him the aocounts of the oosts
and expenses of the oourt. On February 28, 1783,
said publio appraiser, presented the aooounts
oaused by the aotion of said goods as petitioned,
whioh amounted to 20 pesos, 7 1/2 reales, that
was paid by Don Enrique Voix.

Doo. #802
Box 41.

F11e #42 )
Feb. 20; 1783.)
Judge: Don )
Juan Bentura )
Morales. )
Court Clerk: )
Don Rafael )
Perdomo. )
Sheets 1 to 32)
All in Spanish)

\
Publio Auotion of the
Damaged Effects of
Don Henry Voix.

Don Henry Voix petitions the
oourt for a permit to auotion
his damaged dry-goods from the
oargo of his Brigantine.

Judge Juan Bentura Morales on
Feb. 20, 1783, grants permit,
as petitioned.

Then on February 22nd, 1783,
the Judge oommissioned the Court Clerk to sell
to the highest bidders said dry-goods. The
auction took three days. The buyers of said
dry-goods were Mr. Beltran, Father Salvador,
Franoisoo Soler, Mr. Fullusa, Mr. Cadet, Mr.
Cafini, Alberto Grima, Mr. El Sastra, Toma
Dusen, Mr . Portal, Madam Agustina, Mr. Esolavon
and Mr. Corona. The auction of said dry-goods
yielded 1795 pesos 3 reales.



Court decreed ,

Doc . #804
Box 41

Case of
Luis LllIllS.te

vs
One name d Cretien.

On same day the
as petitioned by the Plaintiff .

( cont 'd)

Plaintiff . thru his attorney in­
stituted proceedings to compel
the Defendant to pay a past due
promissory note for 55 peso s ,
alleging that the Defendant has
refUsed to pay said sum for the
past nine years: - The r ef ore the

Plaintiff petitioned his Lor dsh ip , to order the
Defendant to appear in Court and acknowledge
owing said debt .

On February 24 , 1783 , the plain- I

tiff peti t ions the court to issue a writ of exe­
cution i n order t o seize the properties of the
Defendant to satisfy said debt, alleging that
t he defendant has acknowledged owing s aid debt
and has refuse d to pay .

On Fe br uar y 25 , 1783, the Court
or der ed a writ of execution to be issued i n f a­
vor of the Pla in t i f f , and aga ins t the properties
of the Defendant for the value of 55 pesos . Then
on February 28th , 1783, t he Plaintiff i nfor me d the
Court of having been pa id by the Defendant the
afor esa i d sum of 55 pesos , therefore re ques t s the
court, to release sa i d Defendant fran jail , and
to have the present Court Clerk to return him his
promissory note .

On February 22nd, 1783 , the
Court ordered the Defendant to appear as peti­
tioned. On same day the Defen dant appeared in '
Court and declared that he owes said promis sory
note .

Flle3341l )
Feb . 22 , 1783 )
All Spanish )
except the pr o-)
misBory note ' )
which is in 0)

rench . )
Judge Don )
Juan Mora l es . )
Court Clerk )
Dn. L. zange)
Sheet fran 1 )
to 7. )



This case ends wi t h a notification
to Dn. Fr an ci s co Munoz , JUdge of this Roya l
Jail , to release s ai d Defendant trom jail.

•



, l

Case of
Antonio Dejean

vs
Claudio Laooste

The Plaintiff instituted pro­
oeedings to oompel the Defen­
dant to pay a past due pro­
missory note for 500 pesos ,

dated Deo. 4th, 1782.

FHe #55 l'
Feb. 26, 1783
All in Spanish )
PP. 1 to 5 )
JUdge: Gov. )
Estevan Miro. l
Court Clerk:
Rafael Perdomo.)

Doo . 805
: ~ox 45

The Plaintiff alleges in his
petition that as it is evident by the promis­
sory note presented the Defendant is indebted
to him the sum of 500 pesos, and that he has
demanded the Defendant to pay said sum and the
Defendant has refused, giving as a r eason that
his money has been seized by a deoree of his
Lordship , and petitions the Court to order the
person who is in oustody of the Defendant's
money to satisfy his olaim for 500 pesos, whioh
he holds against the Defendant . Plaintiff fur­
ther alleges that as t~ Defendant has aoknow­
l edged owing said debt ,. the offioial prooeed­
i ngs of having the Defendant aoknowledge OWing
said debt oan be dispensed with.

On Feb. 26, 1783, the Court
ordered the Defendant to appear for the pur­
pose of aoknowledging said debt . The follow­
ing day the Defendant in complianoe with the
preoeding deoree appeared before the Court
Clerk and deolared that the signature at the
foot of said promissory note is his and that
he aoknowledges owing to the Plaintift said
past due note tor 500 pesos.

The Plaintiff then petitioned
the Court to seize the sum of 500 pesos to sa­
tisty his olaim from the money that Don Jaime
Jordan iO wtthholding tor the Defendant in a

(oont ' d)
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(cont'd)

Judgment in favor of the Defendant against
said Don Jaime Jordan.

On Maroh 15, 1783, Gov. Miro,
the presiding Judge, ordered that from the
money that Don Jaime Jordan is withholding
whioh belongs to the Defendant to seize 500
pesos to give said money to the Plaintiff to
satisfy his olaim. On the same day the Court
Clerk went to the home of Jaime Jordan and
informed him of the preoeding deoree.

On Maroh 18, 1783, the Plaintiff
appeared before the Court Clerk and deolared
that in oomplianoe with the decree of the
Court that la Jordan had given him the sum
of 500 pesos that he was withholding, whioh
belonged to the Defendant.

The reoord ends with the Plain­
tiff's deolaration that his debt had been
satisfied and is apparently incomplete.



Doc. 1806
Box 41

FILE NO. 3330 )
rch 1, 1783 )

Sheets from 1 )
to 202', ' All )
in Spanish. l OFFICIAL CRIMINAL PROCEED-
Judge Governor INGS INSTlTurED AGAINST
Don Estevan ) TWO RUNAWAY NEGRO SUVES
Miro ) FOR THE MURDER OF AN AGENl'
Court Clerk, ) OF THE GOVERNMENT IN AT-
Leonardo MazaMe.) TEMPTING TO FREE A GROUP OF

RUNAWAY SLAVES IN CUSTODY.

The record begins wi'th a
declaration of Governor Estevan Miro, stating
that he has just been informed by Don Guido
Durfossat, Sub-Lieutenant of the permanent
Regiment of this City, who was commander of
an expedition for the purpose of capturing
several runaway slaves, that in the attempt
to oaptura said slaves one of the members of
the expedition was murdered by four runaway
slaves one of which is dead another esoaped
and the remaining two were oaptured and held
for the murder. The Governor ordered that
Don Patricio Macnamara, Don Franoisoo Delery
and several other members of said expedition
to appear in Court to testify as witness of
said orime.

Don Patricio Maonamara, in
oomplianoe with the Governor's order, appeared
in Court and stated: That while bringing in a
small boat with several runaway slaves that
were captured, an attempt was made by four
other runaway slaves named Esteban, Carlos,
Jasmin and Stl Malo to free the slaves in cus­
tody and that in the struggle one of the mem­
bers of the expedition was murdered by the as­
sailants, and among the attacking said slaves
Esteban was drowned; St. Mal o esoaped, and
Carlos and Jasmin were captured.

(oont'd)



I

Don Franoisoo Delery and several
other members of the expedition appeared in
oourt and their deolarations of the murder was
similar to the deolaration made by Patrioio
Maonamara.

The Governor went to the Royal
Publio Jail of this City to question the run­
away slaves in ouetody and their deolarations
oonformed the deolaration made by Don Patruio
Maonamara.

The Negro Carlos appointed Don
Franoisoo Broutin as his Attorney to defend
him, and appeared with his Attorney before His
Lordship and deolared: That the negro Jasmin
was the one Who started the attempt to free
the other slaves in oustody from said Don
Patrioio Maonamara and his men.

Then the negro Jasmin appeared
and deolared that the negroes St. Malo and the
deoeased Estevan did all the shooting that
started the fight with said Maonamara and his
men whioh resulted in the death of one of the
members of the expedition.

The reoord ends with the gover­
nor's judioial deoree imposing on the two
slaves found guilty of the murder of one of
the members of the espedition to suffer for
said murder three hundred lashes and to be
exiled from this Provinoe.



Ni col a s Pertui
vs

George Enot .

Case of

Doc. 807
Box 41

the Plaintiff setting forth in
the Defendant has acknowledged

(cont'd )

Then
his petit ion that

File No. 87 )
J4arch a:a.,3 )
'783. )
.11 in span- )

ish. )
PP. 1 to 8 )
JUdge: Juan)
Ventura Mo- )Plaintiff instituted this action to
rales. )compel the Defendant to pay a past
Court Clerk:)due promissory note for 60 Pesos
Rafael Per- )7 1/2 Re ales , alleging in his peti­
domo. )tion that when the Defendant was in

partnership wit h one Joseph Colet
he supplied the Defendant with bread

that amounted to said sum of 60 pesos 7 1/2 real­
es, and that the partnership between the Defen­
dant and said Jo seph Calet have desolved, and
that he has demanded the Def endant t he payment of
said debt, and that the Defendant has refused,
therefore he petitioned His Lordshi p to order the
Defendant to pay said debt, wit out delay.

On March 13, 1783, Juan Vent ura
Morales, Justice of the Peace, ordered that the
Defendant acknowledge owing said promissory not e ,
and after this has been done to deliver to the
Plaintiff said notes, for his convenience. The
record shows tha t on t he same day the Court Cl e rk
in compliance with the precedi ng decr ee went to
the Defendant's residence, where he w~s i nf ormed
that the Defendant was out of town. The follow­
ing day, Mar ch 14, 1783, the Court Clerk went
again to the residence of the Defendant , who
after being duly sworn ac cording to law , declare d

~~that the signature at the foot of said promissory
otes are his and that ' he acknowl e dge QWi ng '

said notes that amount to 60 pesos 7 1/2 reales
to the Plai ntiff.



Doo. 807
(oont'd)

owing said debt of 60 pesos 7 1/2 reales, and
petitioned His Lordship to order that a writ of
exeoution be issued in order to seize the pro­
perties of the Defendant, to satisfy said debt,
plus interests and oosts.

On Maroh 26, 1783, Mor a l es , Justioe
of the Peaoe, granted the Plaintiff's prayers ron
ordered a writ of exeoution to be issued against
the properties of the Defendant, as petitioned.

The reoord shows that sometime
later the Plaintiff filed a petition in the Court
of Franoisoo aria Regio, Justioe of the Peace,
setting forth that he was granted a writ of exe­
cution to seize the properties of the Defendant,
by Morales, Justice of the Peaoe, but as other
creditors of the Defendant had instituted action
against the Defendant, a certain farm house of
the Defendant was seized, and that said writ of
execution was suspended by Morales, who promised
him that as soon as the Defendant's seized farm
house was sold, his claim will be satisfied, but E
as a matter of fact the Defendant's farm house
was sold and nine months have passed since the
sale of said farm house, without haVing his
claim of 60 pesos 7 1/2 reales satisfied, where­
fore he petitioned His Lordship to enforce said
writ of execution, that was suspended by Mor a l es .

The reoord ends with the Plaintiff's
petition, and the outoome of this oase is not
known.



On February 5th, Governor Mi r o
ordered the Court Cle rk to surrender said papers
and doouments lett by the deoeased to the peti­
tioners and by a judioial deoree reoognized said
petitioners as exeoutors and absolute heirs of
the properties ot said deoeased authorizing them
to take full possession of said properties.

( oont' d)

Among the papers left by the
deoeased h1s last will and testament was found,
dated January 21st , 1783 , in wh1ch testament
sa1d Bijon sets forth that Don Renato Brion and
Dofia Maria Brion his Wife, are his executors and
only absolut e .' he i r s of all his properties.

On March 3rd, 1783, said exe­
outors petitioned his Lordship to legalize and
to put into operation the last will and testament
of the deoeased Brijon by ordering the Court
Clerk to surrender the personal papers and doou­
ments of the deceased and to plaoe them in pos­
session of the properties of the deoeased.

Doo. 808
Box 41

Testamentary Exeoution
of Don Franoisoo Bijon.

File #89
Maroh 3rd ,· 1783 )
Judge: Governor)
Miro . . ) .
Court Clerk:Don )
Rafael Perdomo . )

11 in Spanish. )
Sheets from 1 )
to 19 . )

Governor Estevan Miro , on
aroh 1st , 1783 was informed

of the death of Franoisoo Bijon
and ordered the Court Clerk to
go to the residenoe of the de­

oeased to attest the death of said Bijon and to
secure any personal papers or doouments left by
the deoeased. On the same day the Court Clerk
in complianoe With the deoree of the Governor ,
went to the residenoe of the deceased and found
the body of said Bijon lying in bed and the exe-­
oUbre of the deceased Don Renato Brion and Dona
aria Brion his wife, making the neoessary ar­

rangements for the burial of the body . The per­
sonal papers and doouments left by the deoeased
were surrendered to the Court Clerk .



Governor Miro on the same day ordered
the jUdioial app raiser Don Luis Liotau to submit
a statement of the expenses of the foregoing

rooeedings and oharged said expenses to the
9xeoutors of the estate of the deceased Bijon.

On March 6th , 1783 , Don Luis Liotau ,
i n oomplianoe with the Governor 's order~ sub­
mitted a statement of the expenses of the fore­
going proceedings Which amounted to 9 pesos
6 1/2 reales , and oharged said expenses to the
executor s of the estate of the deoeased Bi jon.



(oont 'd)

On Mar oh 17 t h, 1783, t he
Plaintiff informed the Court that the Defendant
had complied wi t h said payment and to olose these
prooeedings and to release the Def endant of all
liablli ty .

Doo . 80g
Box 41

CASE OF
Don Miguel Fortier

vs
Don Pedro Bouohe St .

Martin .

File # '3'0540' )
Maroh 3rd , 1783 )
JUdge : Governor )
Miro . )
Court Clerk: )
Leonardo Mazange . )

11 in Spani s h. )
Sheet s from 1 to )
11 . )

The Plaintiff as agent of on
LuiS Gallot , i nstituted prooeedings on behalf of
his pr i noi pAl to oompel the Defendant to oomply
with the payment of 500 pesos whioh inolude in­
terest and expenses of the balanoe due as it is
evident by the oontraot presented , entered into
be tween prinoipal and Defendant . The P)aintiff
petitions the ~ourt to issue a writ of exeoution
in his favor in order to seize the properties of
the Defendant to oomply with said past due debt.
On Mar oh 13th, 1783 the Court ordered the bailiff
to seize the properties of the Defendant to the
extent of 500 peBos .

The reoord begins With a oon­
t raot between Don Luis Gal lot and Don Pedr o
Bouohe St . Martin , in whioh the properties l eft
by the deoeased Doiia Theresa Drillan , and Don
Lazarre Nogues , Whioh amounted to 70g5 pesos
were going to be divided among the heirs given
eaoh correspondent heir one-third of said sum.
The oontraot sets forth that Bouohe St . Mar t i n
promised Luis Gallot to give him his s har e i n
oash. Upon said agreement said St . Martin had
already gi ven 450 pesos on a ooount and a greed to
pay the balanoe as followsj 300 pesos in 1782 ,

. and 507 pesos whi oh is the balanoe in the month
of Deoember, 1783 .



Continuation of
Doc . #80g

Box 41 .

On the same day the Governor ordered
1roceedings to be closed approving the payment
ade to the Plaintiff by the Defendant , not

oharging for his judicial decree.

The record ends with a notice of the
Court Clerk stating that he had notified the
Plaintiff and Defendant of the jUdicial decree .
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PROC 'EDINGS INSTITUTED BY DON
FERNANDO RODRIGUES , REGARDING
THE RES IG TION OF DON LEON ­
DO MASANGE , DE IN HIS F VOR,
OF THE POSITION SECRETARY
OF THE GOVE! fl'~ OF THE CI­
TY COUNCIL NO OF ~HE PUBLIC .

The record begins with a certified
copy dat ed March 4 , 1783, of the '
resignation of Don Leonardo Masange ,
to tho positions as Secr et ar y of the I

Government , of the City Council and
of the Public , in favor of Don Fer -
nando Rodr i gue s , and signed by Don
Leonardo Masange in the presence of

the witnesses Don Uanuel Ramon , Don Pedro Vil­
lamil and Don Manue l Monr r oy , and attested by
Don Raf ael Perdomo , Court Clerk .

File #75 )
Mar ch ' 4 , )
1783 . )
Judge: )
Estevan )
liro . )
Court )
Clerk: )
Raf ael )
Perdomo. )
PP. 1 to )
11 . )

11 in )
Spani sh . )

This oopy of the resignation of Don
Leonardo sange , was presented as evidence by
Don Fernando Rodr igue s , who insti tuted t he fol ­
lowing proceedings :

Don Fer na ndo Rodr iguez , Of f i ci al At­
torney, pet iti oned h i s Excel l ency Governor Es­
tevan ro , alleging that as it is evidenced oy
the oertified copy of the resignation which he
duly presents , Don Leonardo Masange has res i gn­
ed in his favor t he positions as Secre tar y of
the Government , of t he City Counci l and of the
Public , a nd in or der to t ake char ge of said of­
fices he t here fo r e begs His Lordship that after
oomplying wi th the necessary requir ements t o be
placed i n oharge of sa i d of fice s .

On March 26, 1783 , Es t evan Miro ,
oting Govern or , ordered the Cour t Cler k tha t

af t er t ho resignat ion has be en pr esented , and
aft er he cert i fi es that the t went y days have
elapsed since Don Leonard sange made h is re-

(cont' d)
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(cont'd)

signation as prescribed by law, t o inform the
Accountant of the Royal Tr ea sury of these pro­
ceedings so that he may promote what ever it
may be convenient to him.

On the same day the Court Clerk, in
compliance wi t h the preceding decr e e , went to
the~ esidence of Don Leonar do Masange , who was
in his office performi ng his duties , and hav­
ing quest i oned him on several matter , he an­
swered to all his ques t i on.

The record shows t hat the ccountant
of the Royal Tr easur y , acting as fiscal of seme,
in view of the fa ct that he has been informed
of t he pr oceedings i ns t i tuted by Don Fer nando

odrigues stated: Tha t as the Court Clerk has
certified that the t wenty days as prescribed by
law have elapsed since Don Leonardo sange ,
made tta resignation of his positions, he there­
fore does not have any ob j ect i on to pro cede in
the estimation of the offices resigned by said
Don Leonardo sange by exp erts who vl1l l be ap­
pointed by His Lor dship , so that the correspond­
i ng fees belonging to His Majesty will be de­
posited in the Royal Tr ea sury .

On pril 2 , 1783 , Gov . Miro , ordered
the Court Clerk to appoint Don Andres Almonaster
y Roxas and Don Luis Liotaud to appr aise t he
of f i ce s resigned by Don Leonardo Masange , and
also to inform the c oountan t of the J.:rrrry to
witness said appr ais al, and aft er t hi s has be en
done to bring before him a wr i t t en re por t of
said a ppraisal so that he may decr e e what ever
it may be convenient .

On the same day the Cour t Clerk per­
sonally i nforllJ3d Don Andres lmonaster y Roxas
and Don Luis Liotaud of the preceding de cree
and they a ocepted their appointments t o ap­
frr aise the of f ices resigned by Don Leonardo

sange , and they were then sworn in according
(cont 'd)
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to law. On Apr i l 3 , 1783 , in the presenoe of
Don rtin Navarro , Intendant Gener al of this
Provinoe , and Don Ber nardo Ot er o , Aooount an t
of the Army and aoting as fisoal of the Royal
Treasury , said appraisers stated that they ap­
praised the offioes resigned by Don Leonard
Masange at three thousand one hundred pe sos .

Later Don Fer nando Rodr i guez , peti­
tione d Gov . iro , alleging that he has paid the
oor r e spondi ng Royal ees to the City Tr ea sur y
as evidenoed by the reoei pts issued by the City
Tr easury and ioh he duly presented j therefore
he begs His Lordship to oraer that he be given
t he oor r e spondi ng title so that he may present
i t to the City Counci l in order to take charge
of the offioes resigned by Leonardo llasange .

On .pr i l 4 , 1783 , Don ' s t evan Uiro ,
I nt endant Gener al of this Provinoe ordered the
Cour t Clerk to bring before h im the records of
t hese pr ooeedings and atter examining said re­
oor ds, or der ed that in view of what wa s mani­
fe sted by Don Fernando Rodr i guez ; the Uil itary
Couns ellor, who will be i n Qharge of these pro­
oee dings wi ll prooeed with the eXamination of
sai d Rodriguez and after said appl icant has
proven himself oapable to perfo rm the charges
of the offices resigned by Leonardo lWazange , he
will then certify hi s a pproval an d add h i s ce r­
tification to these r ec or ds, a fter t his has
been co mplie d , sai d applicant will be presented
it.h the cor r espondi ng title , as he has paid

to the Royal Treasury the fees oor r esponding
to His j es t y , and he will present himself
wi th said t itle befo re the City Council , so
that he be sworn in acoording to law, and after
this has been done , the Court Clerk 111 gi ve
him an of f i oi al oertif1 ed co py of this proceed­
ings so that within 5 years , counting fram the
day said title is given t o him , he ill pr e s ent

(oont 1 d)
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i t to be approved by His • jesty , and if · t hi s
period has elaps ed, he 1'l111 lose all rights
and pr ivileges to said t itle , and i t v.1.11 then
be lost in favor of t e toyaL Trea sur y , as ue-
creed by His jesty.

In compliance i t h the preceaing
ae cree , on April ~ , 1783 , before DOn Juan
Doroteo del Posti go , Gene r al Assessor and ili­
t a r y Counsellor of this City , appeared on
Fe r nando nodriguez , and i n the presence or the
Cour t Clerk , he exami ned said Don ernando. 0 ­
driguez by asking h im several quest ions c on­
cern i n g the functions that he will perform to
wh iCh he answered satisfactorily for whi ch rea­
son he declared Don ll'ernando odriguez to be
capa ble or taking charge of the offices r e-
si gne d by Leonardo ~sange .

The record ends i th two re ceipts
from Jos eph b'ou cher, Principal reasurer of
the .army and Navy of the Province of Louisiana ,
shol/ing tha t Don Fernando odriguez has paid
t he neces sary fee s to His 1~jesty. The first
r ecei pt dated April 6 , 1783 , for 975 reales ,
15 maravedies , an the second dated April 6 ,
1783 f or 8266 re!iles , 22 maravedies .



The Plaintiff brought this suit
before Juan Ventura rales ,
Justice of the Pea ce of this
City, alleging that the Defend-

ant is a tenant in possession of his house
without a l ease , renti ng it by th e mont h on
oral agreements, and desiring t o occupy sa i d
house himself , he has notifie d the Defe nda nt
to obtain another house and to vacate hi S, and
that the Defendant has refused t o vacate said
house , stating that he does not wi sh t o movej
therefore , he petitioned His Lor dship to order
the Defendant to move from sai d house wi t h i n
the time prescribed by the law.

On Mar ch 6, 1783, Mora le s , Jus­
tice of t he Pea ce , ordered the Court Cl erk to
f orward a copy of the above petiti on t o the
~ssesor an d a s econd copy to the 4u di t or of
;ar, in or der t hat t hey may advi s e h im on the
point of law i n this c se , and also to forward
a third copy of said petiti on to the Defendant .

Lat er the Pla intiff petitioned
His Lordshi p to order the Defendant to answer
hi s fir s t petition , alleging that the Defendant
has received a copy of said petit ion , and has
failed t~ an swer i t within the time prescribed
by law.

(cont t c)

C E OF

Document #811
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DON CISCO MAYRRONE
VS

DON P LO SEGON.

THE PLAINTIFF BROUGHT THIS C­
TION FOR THE PURP S OF COMPELL­
ING THE DEFENDANT TO V CATE A
HOUSE OF HIS OliNERSHIP .

File (f8 .)
, rch 6 , )

1783 . )
Judge : Juan )
Ventura Mo- )
r ales . )
Court Clerk:)
Rafael Per- )
uoao , )
PP. 1 to 15 .)
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i sh. )
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The record shows that on March
lw, 1783, 'or les, Justice of the Peace , in
view that the Defendant has not yet answered
the Plaintiff's petition. ithin the time pre­
scribed by the law, ordered the Court Clerk to
urge the Defendant to file his answer to said
petition.

The Defendant through his t ­
torney appeared before His Lordship and stated,
that in the action instituted by the Plaintiff
to eject him from the house he is now occupy­
ing, alleged that he does not recognize the
Plaintiff as the true owner of said house s
he has not rented it from him; therefore, he
petitioned 3is Lordshi ~u rder the ?laintiff
not to disturb him with suits of this n ture .

n rch 17, 1783, ~rales,

Justice of the eace , ordered the urt Clerk
to bring before h~ the records of this pro­
ceedings to be examined, and on I rch 18, 1783,
after examining said records , is Lordship or­
dered the Plaintiff to present his title to
the house occupied by the Defendant .

Then the Plaintiff in compliance
'ith the preceding aecree , presented his title

to the house in question , and petitioned His
Lordship to order whatever is of justice in
this case.

n rch 20 , 1783, Morales,
Justice of the Peace , ordered the Court Clerk
to bring before him the Plaintiff's title to
the house in question.

On ~rch 22, 1783 , ~orales ,

Justice of the Peace, ordered that in view of
the fact that the Plaintiff has proven himself
owner of the house now occupied by the Defend­
ant ithout a lease, and taking into considera-

(cont t d)



Doc . J811
Lcont r d)

tion that the Defendant has been notified by
t he laintiff to vacate said house on the
1 st of the current month , is Lordship or­
dered to inform the Defendant to vacate said
house within fifteen days , the time prescribed
by l aw, arning him that if he aoes not comply
with this order he will be ejected by the la •

The record shols that the
Court Clerk, Don afael Perdomo , in view that
t he case between Don rancisco yrrome vs.
on Pablo Segon, has termin ted , petitioned

His Lordship to declare what party is to pay
the costs of these proceedings .

On r ch 26, 1783 , His Lor d­
sh ip ordered the Judicial ppraiser to est i ­
mate t he costs of these proceedings end t o
charge said costs to the Defendant .

The record ends with an item­
ized s tatement da ted prill , 1783 , submitted
by Don Lui s Li otau, the Judi ci al Appraiser ,
of the costs of the se proceedings which
amount ed to f ourteen pesos and one ha lf real .



--

On Maroh 10, 1783 , Don Mar t i n
Navarro , in view of the letter of authorization
presented ordered the Court Clerk to inform the
petitioners that after they g ive the necessary
seour i t y, the permit to sell said brigantine wi ll
be issued .

Proceedings instituted by Don
Carlos Por ee and Don Carlos Jose
Fraissinet , for the purpose of
obtaining a permit to sell the
Brigantine named "San Juan" of
the ownership of Don Pedro Rous ­
seau and Don Thomas Poree .

File #70
March 10,
1783.
FP . from
1 to 8 .
All in
Spanish.
JUdge: Don
Martin
Navarro .
Notary
Clerk:
Rafael
domo.

The reoord shows that Carlos
Poree , and Carlos Joseph Frais­
sinet , as agents of Don Pedro
Rousseau and Don Thomas Poree ,
brought this aotion before the
Intendant General of this Pro­
vinoe Don Martin Navarro , a lleg-
ing that in view of a letter of

aut hor i za t i on presented , dated J anuary 29 , 1783 ,
from their prinoipals , authorizing them to sell
the Brigantine "San Juan" of the ownership of
said prinoipals , and that as they have a good
offe r t o sell said brigantine , and as they have
forgotten their power of attorney they had , they
peti tione d Your Lordship to accept said letter
presen t ed as their power of attorney to sell
sa id brigantine and to order the Re gi s t r a t i on
Clerk, t o record said letter in order that he
could make the corresponding deed .

Doo . #812
Box 41

Then Carlos Poree , and Car l os
Joseph Fraissinet , in compliance wi th the pre­
oedi ng decree , informed Your Lords hip , t hat t he y
have given the neoessary seouri t y before the Re­
gistration Clerk , gi ven as guarantor Don artin

( oont'd )
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Braquier , and that said seourity having been
aooept ed by Pe dr o Eomiere , the prospeotive
buyer, they petitioned His Lordship to order
the Registration Clerk , to draw the deed of
sale of said brigantine .

On Maroh 12 , 1783 , Navar ro , ordered
t he Court Clerk to bring before him the reoords
and after haVing examined said reoords , on
Maroh 13 , 1783 , ordered the Registration Clerk
to draw the aot of sale of said brigantine , a o­
oor di ng to the terms of the seourity given.
Navarro also ordered the Court Cl er k to inform
Don Luis Liotau, Judioial appraiser to make an
itemized statement o f the oost of these prooee
ings.

The r eoo rd ends wi t h the itemized
statemen t of the oost of these proceedings ,
whioh amounted to 6 pesos , SUbmitted by Don
Lui s Liotau , on Mar oh 13, 1783 .



( cont t d)
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ACTION INSTITUTED BY DON
LUIS SULSER FOR THE PUR­
POS OF PROVI G ~ T THE
=RCHANDISE S LD TO HI~

IN THE CITY OF OSTENDE
• .b.S OF BAD UJ.LITY.

Don Luis SUlser , brought this
action , in the Court of Don ar­
tin Navarro, Intendant General
of t his Province , alleging i n
hi s etition that as evidenced
by the written testimony of pro­
test which he duly presented ,

Ese de endez , a resident and merchant of the
City of stende , sold him a box containing
several pieces of dry goods supposing to be
of good quali ty and i n good condition , and
t hat said pieces of dry goods ere examined by
pet i t ioner before bei ng packed in the box , and
confi den t i n the good faith which mutually ex­
i sted between t he merchants and the customers ,
t he peti t ioner l eft said mer chandise in said
1:endez 's pos sessi on so that he would pack it
wi th the aid of his servants , in a box , whi ch
was t hen nai led , and marked as specified in
t he writ t en testimony of protest , and then de­
liver ed t o petitioner ; and that s aid box ar­
r ived i n this Port and was then opened by pe­
titioner who found that the merchandise was
no t of the same kind and quality that he pur­
cha s ed fram said ·endez a nd that pa rt of said
merchandise was damaged wi thout said box or
cont a i ner sUffering any exterior damage , that
may have injured said mer chandise / and i n or­
der to prove th e f or egone a l legat1ons , so that
pe titioner may claim from saia ~endez , said
merchandise or its value, he therefore pet i ­
tioned Hi s Lordsh i p t o please order the nr e s ent
Court Cler wi t h t he assistance of Don F;an ci s co

'File #58
'~4P."" ~ll 10,

1783.
JUdge :
Mart i n Na­
varro . )
Court Clerk :)
Rafael Per- )
d omo , )
PP. 1 to 20.)
_11 i n pan-)
i sh . )
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Riano and Don Christobal de Armas Alcila . mer­
chants of this City, to inspect and ex~ine

said merchandise and to estimate jj;.~i ts legi­
timate value and to deliver to petitioner a
copy of the appraisal in order to promote what­
ever may be convenient to petitioner .

On April 10 , 1783 , Navarro , the
Intendant General , ordered the Court Clerk that
after the wri tten testimony of protest has been
presented to appoint the appraisers mentioned
in the petition and to notify them of their ap­
pointment so that they will be sworn in accord­
ing to law , and after this has been done to
proceed with the inspection and appraisal of
said damaged merchandise, as petitioned.

On the same day Don Rafael Per­
domo . Court Clerk , notified n Francisco Riano
and Don Christobal de ~mas ~lcila of the re­
ce di ng decree and they accepted their appoint­
ments of ap raisers an they were sworn in .
according to law by said Court Clerk .

On April 11 , 1783 , Don Rafael
Perdomo , Court Clerk . assisted by Don ancisco

iano and Christobal de Armas leila, merchants
of this City. went to the store of Don Luis
Sulser to i nspe ct and apprai se the merchandise
in question and after examining the box they
did not find any exterior damage to said box .
through which the injury of said mer chandi se
could be produced and also they noticed that
the merchandise contained in said box was not
the same as the one specified in the invoice
presented by said Don Luis Sulser.

Later Don Luis Sulser, pe t i t i on­
ed His Lordship, alleging that the inspection

nd appraisal of said damaged merchandi s e have
taken place as he r e ques ted in his last pe t i -

(cont t d )
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tion end that said inspection have proven the
fraUd cormntted by said Ese de ~endez , and
therefore petitioned His Lordship to confirm
said inspection by a judicial deoree so that
he may claim from said ~se de Lendez , whatever
may be convenient .

n ~pri1 12 , 1783 , avarro , the
Intendant General ordered the Court Clerk to
bring before him the records of these proceed­
ings to be examined aDd on 4pri 14 , 1783 , His
Lordship declared that in vie .. of the facts
presented by Don Louis Sulser , and by his pro­
test and by the inspection nd ppraisal done
by the Court Clerk and the other appraisers ,
that the sale of said merchandise by Ese endez
to Luis ulser as a fraud , and in order that
he may claim damages caused by the fraud com­
mitted by said "endez in the sale of said mer­
chandf ae , he deolared it as such by a judicial
decree .

-'Don Luis Sulser , then petitioned
His Lordship , alleging that as the necessary
litigation had terminated by the preceding de­
cree of April 14 , .1783 , ho therefore petitioned
His Lordship to order the appraisal of the co sts
of these proceedings and to order the Court
Clerk to give him whatever wri tten testimony of'
these proceedings he may request and that said
testimonies must be certified so they may be
legal.

On pri1 16, Navarro, Intendant
General, ordered the Court Clerk to appoint Don
Luis Liotaud, the Judicial ~ppraiser, to ap­
praise the cost of these proceedings, and to
deliver to Don Luis Sulser hatever testimoni es
he may request in these proceedings .

The record ends wi th an itemized
statement of' the co sts of these prooeedings
which amounted to t wenty two pe sos and one real ,
submitted by Don Luis Li ot au on June 17, 1783.
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PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DON PEDRO FABROT, AS TES­
TAMENTARY EXECUTOR OF THE
DECEASED HENRIQ,UE GERARD

, AND AUGUSTINA .A:u.AIN , IN
REGARD TO A CERTAIN TRANS­
ACTION WITH DON CLAUDIO
TRENAUNAY.

File #25 )
Maroh 13 , )
1783. )
P. from 1 ))
to 10 .
All in )
Spanish. )
Judge: Don )
Estevan Miro.)
Court Clerk: )
Don Rafael )
Perdomo. )

Doo. 11814
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The reoord begins with a peti­
tion made by Don Pedro Favrot ,
as ourator of the minor Dona
Franoisoa Gerard , legi t i mate
daughter of Henrique Gerard

and Agustina Allain; and Franoisoo Br out in , as
at t or ney representing Don Claudio Trenaunay , a
resident or Point Coupe, alleging that in the
auot i on of the properties of said minor, at
the prioe of the appraisal of said properties
to said Trenaunay, I Favrot have notioed a
mistake or error in said transaotion, that
may prejudioe the said minor, and to avoid
any future trouble that may prejudioe both
parties , and desiring to maintain harmony in
the family, we have agreed to settle this mat­
ter for the sum of 500 pesos, who said ~enau­

nay promised to pay in cash, for the mistake
ar: error oommitted in the auotion of said mi­
nor's oorrespondi ng legal paternal and mater­
nal share, far whioh I, Favrot promise to wi th­
draw and oease any legitimate olaim or demand
against said Trenaunay, on behalf of said minor
Franoisoa Gerard, and therefore petition His
Exoellenoy Governor Miro, to order the Court
Clerk to exeoute this transaotion \nth its dis­
oharge in full.

Governor Miro, on Maroh 13th,
1783, ordered the Court Clerk to notify Fran­
oisoo Broutin, Attorney, for Claudio Trenaunay,
to present his power of attorney, in or der to
prooeed.
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The record then shows a
power of attorney granted by Claudio Trenau­
nay to Franoisco Broutin, dated July 6, 1782 ,
presented by said Broutin in evi denoe of his
authority.

Then Fr anoi s oo Broutin, pe­
titioned His Lordship, alleging, that in
oomplianoe with the preoeding deoree, he
presented his power of attorney granted by
Claudio Trenaunay, and therefore to order
the Court Clerk to exeoute the transaotion
as petitioned before.

On Mar oh 14, 1783, the Gover­
nor ordered the reoords of this oase to be
brought before him to be eXamined, and after
having examined said records on March 15,
1783, in view of the power of attorney pre­
sented by Broutin, ordered the Court Clerk
to exeoute the deed of the transaotion with
its disoharge in full of all the legal rights
and privileges that the minor Franoisca
Gerard may have against Trenaunay, and in or­
der to terminate this matter, His Lordship
approved said transaotion by this judioial
deoree.

Later Claudio Trenaunay pe­
titioned Hi s Lordship, alleging that as the
neoessary litigation had terminated by the
preoeding deoree, to therefore order the
Court Clerk to giv e him a oopy of the re­
oords of these pr ooeedi ngs and to order a
statement of the oosts of these prooeedings
to be made as he is ready to pay for sai d ~

ooat a ,

Gover nor Mir o, on Mar oh 17,
1783, granted the petitioner's pr ayer and
order a statement of t he se proceedings to
be made.

(oont I d)
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The reoord ends w1th an
1tem1zed statement of the oosts of these
prooeed1ngs wh10h amounted to 6 pesos, 4
reales , subm1tted by Lu1s L1otau, the ju­
d101a1 appra1ser on Maroh 17, 1783 .
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On March 14th , 1783 , the Gov­
ernor granted the petitioner's prayer .

PROCEEDINGS mSTITUTED
BY D N JO E IA D
BAR , FOR THE PURPOSE
OF ELLING CERTAIN PIECE
OF D Y GOODS .

Don Jose Maria de la Barba ,
petitioned Governor Miro to
grant him a permit to auction
certain pieces of dry goods of
his ownership i n front of the
Capitular Houses of this City ,
and to order the Court Clerk
to itness the auction of said
goods.

The record shows that on ~rch

14th, 18th , and 22nd , the Court Clerk , Don
Rafael Perdomo , in complying with the preced­
ing decree , appeared before his public office
and announced and offered to sell to the high­
es t bidder the complete lot of me r chandise of
Don Jose Maria de la Bar ba , but no bidder ap ­
peared .

On Mar ch 24t h , 1783 , Governor
~:iro , in view of the fa ct t h at t he Cour t Clerk
announced to the publ i c t he s ale of said dry
goods , and no bidder appeared , set the 26th
day of March , a t :00 a .m. , f or the publ i c
auction of sai d dry goods .

The r ecord shows that the Court
Clerk in complying wi th the Goyernor 's pre­
ceu~n decree , on ~~rch 26th , 1783 , so ld at
public auction the mer chandi se of Don J os e
Maria de la Bar ba , who then pe t itioned t he
Governor, alleging that as the auction of

( cont 'd)
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said merchandise had terminated, to approve
said sale .

Governor ~stevan ~ro , after
having eXMlined the documents on ].;arch (no
date on record) 1783 , approved by judicial
decree the public auction of said merchan­
dise .

Jose ria de la ~arba, then
petitioned the Governor to order to estimat e
t he cost of these proceedings , alleging t hat
he i s ready to pay for said costs .

Governor L~ro , oraered Don Luis
Liotau , the judicial appraiser to submi t a
statement of the expenses of these proceedings .

The record ends wi t h an itemized
sta t ement of the cost of these precedings ,
whi ch amounted to 18 pesos , 5 reales •

.._-----.....,;;-;;::-;::-=-- -
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SALE OF THE BRIG rImE
NAlDID ". LE HEl{­
RIET " OF THE PO ES­
SIaN F DO - LUIS TOU­
T ~u G •

Don LUis Toutan Beauregard, pe­
titioned ills Lordship, for a
permit to sell at public auc­
tion a certain brigantine named
"La ...mabIe Henrieta" With the
consent or his partner .

On pril 15th, 1783 , Governor
ro , in Vi ew tha t the pe tit ioner is authori zed

by his partner , granted the petitioner 's re­
quest .

On April 27th, 1783 , after said
auction was announced by the public crier for
three consecutive times , at which auction said
br igantine was sold to the highest bidder Don
Francisco Rinno , who offered the sum 0 2 ,500
pesos .

***00000***

...



On the same day the Court Clerk, i n
oomplianoe with the preoeding deoree , notified
the Auditor of the Royal Treasury.

(con t t d )

DOC. #816

PROCEEDlliGS INSTITUTED BY DON
PEDRO BERT ONIERE, REG nrc
THE RESIG TION OF DON FERNAN­
DO RODRIGUEZ , OF THE POSITION
OF OFF I CI L TTO Y OF THIS
CITY DE I N HI S F :VOR.

The reoord be gins wi th a oertified
oopy dated J~roh 17, 1783, of the
resignation of Don Fer nando Rodri­
gue z , to the posit i on of Off i oi a1
ttorney of thi s City , in favor of

Don Pedro Bertoni ere , and signed by
Fer na ndo Rodriguez, before the wit­
nesses Don Luis Li ot au , Don Phelipe

GUinault and Don Sa l omon 1lal l i nes and attested
by Leonardo Mazange , Court Clerk.

This oopy of the resignati on of Don
Fernando Rodriguez, was presented as evidenoe
by Don Pedro Bertoniere, who instituted the
following prooeedings.

Pedro Dertoniere, petitioned Hi s Ex­
oellency, Governor Es t evan L!i.ro , alleging that
as i t i s evident by the resigna ti on of Don Fer­
nando Iodriguez, in his favor, whi oh he duly
present, he is entitled to the position of Of ­
ficial ttor neyof thi s Ci ty, and as the 20
days has passed as pr es or i bed by t he l aw, he
therefore be gs Hi s Lordship to place him in
charge of said of fi oe.

On Apri l 5 , 1783, Gov ernor Miro ,
ordered t he Court Cler k, to f orward a oopy of
the a bove pe t ition t o the uditor of the ....rmy
and of t he Provinoe .

File # 24 )
P. from 1 )
to 12 . )
....pri1 15 ,)
1783 . )
All in )
Spanish. )
JUd ge: )

s tevan )
tiro . )

Notary )
Clerk: )
Leonardo )

azange . )
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Then on pril 17, 1783, Don Fernando
de tero , ...udi tor of the oyal Treasury , de­
clared: That he has reoeived a oopy of Don
Pedro Bertoniere's petition wherein he is ap­
plying for the Office of ffioial Attorney of
this City , and that as soon as the apprecial
of this office has been made and the petitioner
has paid the necessary tees to the Royal Trea­
sury, he finds no objection in accepting the
peti tioner totake charge of said oftioe .

On April 7 , 1783 , Governor iro , or­
dered the Court Clerk to appoint Francisco
Broutin , and Don Luis Liotau, to appraise the
Office of Official Attorney ot this City, after
they had complied with the oath of cceptance
as prescribed by law .

On the same day, in compliance with
t he Governor 's deoree , the Court Clerk notified
Francisco Broutin and LUis Liotau of the pre­
cedi ng decree , and which appointment they ac­
cept e d .

On April 8 , 1783, Franoisco Broutin
and Luis Liotau appeared before His Lordship ,
Don rtin avarro, Intendant General of this
Provinoe and Don Bernardo de Otero , Auditor
General of this Province and stated: That they
have appraised the ffioe of Official Attorney
of this City , tor the amount of 600 pesos.

On the same day Governor Miro , in
view that the estimation or the office of Offi­
oial ttorney was made to have Bertoniere pay
the sum of said appraisal to the Royal Treasury,
and then to be examined by Don Juan Doroteo del
Postigo , Counsellor and ssessor General .

Don Joseph Fouoher, prinoipal Trea­
surer, of the Army and Nav y of this Provinoe,
cer t i f i ed that on May 26th , 1784 , he has re-

(oont'd)



DOC . #816
(oont I d )

On June 9th, 1784 , Governor ro , re­
quested the Court Clerk to bring before him the

(cont 'dj

ceived from Pedro Bertoniere , the sum of 1600
reales one th ird of the asset value or the Of­
fice of Official Attorney of this City, the
position renouncea by Fernando Rodriguez , i n
favor of said Bertoniere .

On ay 27 , 1783 , Don Joseph Furcher ,
certified that he received from Pedro Bertoniere ,
the applicant to the off ice of Off icial t torney
of this City , the sum of 188 reales and 27 mara­
vedi es and one 1/5 , said sum include the 2 1/2%
of the 4800 reales , the amount of the appraisal
of said office of Offioial ttorney of th i s City ,
which is the fees that His llajesty i s enti tled to
plus 18 reales for the expense of the transporta
t i on of said fees to Spain.

On April g , 1783 , Juan Doroteo del
Postigo , Counsellor and 1l.ssessor General of the
Army, oertified that he has examined Pedro Ber­
t oni er e, applicant to the of f ice of Official
At torney of this Ci ty , and atter hav Ing ques­
tioned him as to the theory and prdctice of the
prof e s si on and having oonferred with h im i n re­
gard to civi l and cr i mi nal jurisprudence , he
found him oompetent to fulfill said off ioe of
Official ttorney of t his City.

Don Pedro Bertoniere then petitioned
the Governor , alleging that as it is evident
by the document presented , he has complied wi th
the payment of the neoe s sary fees to His Majes­
ty , plus the expense of transporting these fees
to Spain, and therefore he begs His Lordship ,
to grant him the corresponding title of Official
ttorney , so that he may present said title to

the 'os t Illustrious Counoil of this City , for
the purpose of taking charge of said office of
Official ttorney of this City .



DOC. #816
(cont 'd)

reoord of this case to be examined and after
hav 1ng examined sai d reco rc on Juen 12 , 1784,
Governor ro, in vi ew of th e faot that Ber­
tcm ere has oomplied with the oondi tions im­
posed in his deoree of pril 8 , 1783 , he or­
dered the Court Clerk, that the title petition­
ed for as Official ttorney be issued and given
to Bertoniere, so that he may present said ti­
tle to the Most Illustrious Council of this
Ci ty, and to notify Bertoniere , that he has a
period 01' five years in whioh he may present
said oredential , and after the lapse of this
period , he will lose all rights and privileges
to said orrt ce of Official ttorney , and that
the title of said offioe granted to him, will
pass in favor Of the Royal Tr ea sur y .



DOC . 1/818
BOX 41

OFFICIAL CRIMINAL PROCEED­
INGS INSTITUTED AaAINST UAl-:
VEL DE LOS SANTOS FO R THE
MURDER OF TOMAS GUZMAN .

l
l

l
F 11e 1/69
Apr. 18, 1783
Sheets 1'rom 1
to 56 .
All in Spanish . l
J udges: Juan Ven-l
tura Morales and l
Fran cisco Maria l
Regio . l
Court Clerk :
Rafael Perdomo . l

The testimonie s of the wi t ­
ne sses even though they all
differ in minor fact s , do
prove that on Apr il 18 , 1 783
Manuel de los Santo s and To -
ma 5 Guzman went to the Bay­

ou wi th the int ent ion or buying a small bo at
and on their return they went to a saloon be­
l ong i ng to "Ti a Lorenza" , where they met Mar­
iano Fernandez and Juan Canoso . Here t hey en­
gaged in drinking wine . The ir ocnver sat ion de ­
veloped into an argullBnt in which .!.'omas Guzman
struck Manuel de l os Santos with his fist caus­
ing him to fall , the struggle was stopped by
the other two members in the party. About 10:30.
P. • according to the test imony of Ouzzra n they
walked out of the saloon in the di recti on or
the levee wh ere De l os San tos and Guzman con-
inued their argument which was interferred

twi ce by the witness Canoso , who di sanned Guz­
man in the two attempts he made a gainst De los
San to s , Arter the witne sses Canoso and Fernan­
dez separated from De los Santos and cuznan &
findin g t hemselves alone De los Santos struck
Guzman with a knife inflicting a small wound
in t he rie}1t side of the body.

The testimony or Guzman
stated t hat after being wounded by De los San­
tos he reported the crime to the authoriti es, \
who took him to the }loyal Hospital of this City.

By order or Governor Mi l'O
on pril 18, Juan Ventura 'or ale 5, Justi ce or
the Peace was appointed to i nv e s t iga t e the
crime co mmit ted by De los Santos.

Morale s immedia te ly pro ce e d-



ed his investi gations of t he crime and t he re ­
oor d s howed the test i mon ies of the witnesses
Eernandez and Canoso an d of the defend an t De
l os Sant o s and of the Victi m Guzman. The f our
t esti moni es ap pear ed to b e d i f fe r en t as to the
facts leadi ng to the cr ime , but a l l of the t es­
timoni es asserted that Ue los Santo s committed
t he crime .

The record al so shows the written
t est i mony of Dr. Josef gontegut chief surgeon
of t he !loyal Hospital of t hi s City wherein he
declares t hat on Apr. 18, 178 3 Guzman was ad-
mi tted i n h i s i ns t itution to be treated for a
smll wo urrl on t he le ft s ide of his body .
Upon exami nation it was f o und t hat Guzman had
been suffe ri ng for OOIIB tilIB from the liver
an d t he bl adder and t hat on June 18 , 1783 Guz ­
man di ed h i s deat h be i ng caused by his ailments
f rom which he had been suffering for some time
and not by t he wound inflicted by De los Santos;
but t hat the wound di d weaken t t he be dy of the
decease d to the extent that the other ailments
developed a nd caused his death .

The record shows t hat on June the
21st 1783 the Defendant appointed for his le g­
al adv i so r Pedro Bertoniere and the State ap­
pointed Francisco Broutin to pr os e cute the de­
fend an t .

After eleven months of l itigat i on
in vihich the defen s e tried to pr ov e t hat the
deceased did not die from the wound in! lic t ed
by t he d e1'end an t as it is ev ident by t h e medi ­
cal ce rtifi cate present ed , the fac ts presented
by the prosecut ing attorny proved beyond any
doub t the t t he defendant having unlawful ly and
delibe r ately s t r uc k t he d e ceased wit h a knif e
infl i cting a wound which cau sed indirect ly the
death of t he de cea sed , t he r efore the d efendant
was gui lty of murde r , even though the intent
of the defendant wa s not to kill the decea sed ,.

-



his mere violent and unlawful act which in­
directly caused the death of the deceased ,
the defendant is liable fo r murder.

The court found the defendant
gUilty of murder and the sentence was imposed
by francisco Maria llegie , justice of the peace
of this City, on June 4th , 1784 sentencing the
defendant to six years in prison , and to pay
the expenses of this proceedings.



FILE #2 )
April 23rd 1'783 )
P. Froo 1 to 2 )
All in Spanish )
JUdge: Ventura )
Nc r a l es . )
Cour t Clerk : )
Raf ael Perdomo. )

Doo. #819
Box 41

Case of
Pedro Ponne

versus
Claudio Laooste .

Plain tiff , instituted auo­
tion for the purpose of compelling the Defendant,
to pay a past due debt .

Plaintiff , allege d that the
Defendant owes h io the sum of 86 pesos as it is
evidenoed by the doc uments pr e sent ed : Therefore
he petitioned his Lordship, to have the Defendant
appear in Court, and declare under oath , whet he r
t he signature affixed at the foot of the promis­
sory note is his own and de ol a r e whether he owes
sa i d amount .

The r ecord ends with a de cr ee
of Governor Mor al es , of April 23rd , 1'783 , Where­
in he grant ed t he Plaintiff's pet l t l on .



Doc . #800
Box 41

ile d30 )
April 28 ,)
1783 . )
Judge: )
Governor)
,..iro . )
Court ) Don Joseph Conand, petitioned the
Clerk: ) Governor for a permit to ell at
Rafael ) public uction certain barrels of
Perdomo . ) flour .
P . from 1)
to 2. ) Governor ro , by decree of July

28th, 1783 , ordered ~. Pertui and
~ . Monlon to inspect said flour

and if found in a good condition , he will
grant the requested peI1:l1 t .

Said gentlemen , on the sane day
ere interviewed by the Court Cler , and after

they were notified of the pr e cedf ng decree ,
they accepted their appointment .

Then Don t;antiago L;onlon and Don
Nicolas Pertui on ugust 2nd , 1783 , appeared
before the Court Clerk ano declared that as
de or eed, they went to the warehouse of Don
7ranc isco Bouligne to examine said flour , and
they found tha t sai d r lour as in an excellent
oondt tion .

The record is incomplete nd the
outcome of the case is not known.



Doc. #821
Box 41

ONIASUCCESSION OF D
DEL CASTIUO .

I n the City of Ne',? Orleans , on
~pril 29 , 1783 , ona Antonia
de Casti llo , ife 0 Franci s co
Godoy, Lieutenant of Infantry ,
died i n t e s t a t e.

In the ab sence of her widowed
husband , the Assessor General ot
the ng appointed von Jo se i az
as tutor and cura t or of the minors,

who obt ains from the Court , permission to make an
i nvent ory and appraise the estate i n uestion ,
whioh was later sold at public auction .

File 88 )
April 2 , )
1 78 3 . )
JUdge : )
Juan del )
Postigo y )
alderrama . )

Court Clerk :)
af o.el Per- )

domo, )
. All i n span-)

i sh . )

In compliance With a decree , Don
Jose Diaz , renders an a ocount of the l i quida ti on
01' sa i d estate , showing that its sue ancun'ted
to \!75 pes os , 7 reales , and that he paid for
doctor , medicines and 1'uneral expenses 223 pe ­
sos, l eo.ving a ne t balan ce of 752 pe sos , '1
r-eal.ea ,

b



File #44
April 30 , 1783 )
Judge: Governor)
Miro . )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo .)

11 in Spanish )
Sheets from )
1 to 7. )

Doo . " 8 22
Box 1

Case of

Don Enrique Desprez
vs

Juan Bautista Seran .

Reoord begins with a deed ,
drawn before the Notary Publio , on Sept . 22 ,
1781, wherein is stated that Defendant obliga­
ted himself to surrender his properties , if he
does not return the sum of 800 pesos in two pay­
ments of 400 pesos eaoh , to the Plaintiff with­
in the period of 18 months , aooording to the
stipulations of said deed .

Plaintiff , in view that said
defendent had failed to keep his promise as
stated in the preoeding deed , petitioned the
Court to issue a writ of exeoution to seize the
properties of said Defendant for the aforesaid
sum, plus the oosts of the oourt .

The Court , after haVing exa­
mined the said deed , on April 30th , 1783, de­
oreed as plaintiff petitioned.

Plaintiff in view that said
Defendant appeared to pay his first payment of
400 pesos , before the writ of exeoution had any
effeot , petitioned the oourt to withhold the
said writ of exeoution and to olose this oase
sinoe he is Wi l l i ng to pay the expenses oaused

y the oourt .

Then the Court on May 7th, 1783 ,
deoreed as plaintiff petitioned.



File #41 . )
Mey 14th , 1783~ )
Judge; Juan , )
Ventura Mor al e s , )
Court Clerk: )
Rafael Perdomo . )
All i n Spanish . l
P. From 1 to 60 .

DOC . #823
Box 41

PUBLIC AUCTION OF THE
EFFECTS R~OUGHT TO THIS
PORT BY ENRRIQUE BUA.

Enrrique Bua petitioned His
Lordship for a p ermi t to
sell certain damaged merchan

dise that he brought to t his Port on board , his
Bri gant i ne . He also pet itioned Hi s Lordship to
order the Court Clerk to Wi tness the Publi c
uction of said merohandise .

On May the 14th 1783 Juan
Vantura UOrales, Justice of the Peace of this
Ci t y, grant ed t he pe t i t i oner ' s prayer and order­
ed the Court Clerk to announce to the publi o
t ha t said merohandise was for sale and if any
person desired to buy all of the mero handise
as a lot as pr e s or i bed by law .

In oompl i ance With the pr e­
oedi ng de oree the Court Clerk , on May the 14th,
19t h , and the 23rd, 1783 publicly announc ed the
sale of said merchandise as pr e scr i bed by aw.
The Court Clerk after the l a s t anno unoement
was made , r eported that no bidder appeared to
buy all of the merchandis e as a lot .

Then Enrrique Bau petit ioned
His Lordship al Le i n t het as the Court Clerk
had publi oly announoed the sal e of sai d damage d
me r ohandise as pr escribed by law, and no bi dde r
havi ng appeared , to s et a day for the pUbl i o
auc t i on of s a i d me r ohandise .

On May the 24th , 1783 , J uan
Ven tura or ales, Just i ce of the Peace , granted
the Plaintiff ' s petit ion and s et the 25t h, day

-



of May , 1783 , as the day f or the public au c­
tion of s ai d me rchandi se .

The r e cord shows tha t the pub l i c auction
of said me r chandi se began on May 25th, 1783
an d ended on t he 30th of May 1783.

After t he termi na tion of sai d publ i c auc ­
t i on , Enr r i que Bau pet i t i oned Hi s Lordship
al leging t h at said me r chandise was sold at
Pub l i c auction and t hat he t herefore petition­
ed Hi s Lordship to approve by Judicial au t hor­
ity the sale of said merchand ise .

On June the 2nd , 1783 , Juan Ventura Mor a­
les, Justice of the Peece, g r ant ed the peti­
tioner's pr aye r and approved the sal e of said
merchandise . 'r he 1"ollowing day Enrrique Bau
pet it ione d Hi s Lordship to order an itemized
statement of the costs of t hie proceeding and
forward said sta t ement to him. On June the
3rd , 1783 Juan Ventura Mor ales , Justice of
Peace, ordered that the statement of t he ex­
pense of the se proceedi ngs be made as pe tit ion­
ed .

The recor d ends wit h the Court Clerk noti ­
fying Luis Liotau, Judicial Appr ai ser , of t he
pr eceding decree .

The r e cord be ing incomplet e , doe s not
show the expenses of t he se pro ce edings .



DOCUMEN!' NO . 824 .
BOX 41

DOCUMENT 824 was found to belong to 'ay 20.
1789 changed to Docunent No . 2148(11. Box 54.

#20
110



CASE OF

DON PEDRO JOSE DE PEDESCLA.UX
VS

DON JUAN VINCENT.

DOCUMENr #625
BOX 41

The Plaintiff , Don Pedro Jos e de
Pedesolaux, as agent of the firm
of "Pedesclaux :rather and Son" ,
brought this action to recover the
proceeds of the sale of certain
merchandise consigned to Don Juan
Vicent , the Defendant .

:rlle #76 )
JUdge : )
Intendant )
General )
Navarro . )
Court Clerk:)
Rafael Per- )
domo . )
PP. 1 to 23 )
Spanish and )
French. )

The Plaintiff , in his petition
al l eged: That in the year 1776 , his deceased
brother Juan Bautista Pedesc laux intrusted the
Def endant, Pilot of the Frigete "Nuestra eflora
del Carmen" of the ownership of said f irm ,
"Pedesclaux Father and Son"with certain merchan­
di se to be sold in this Province of Louisiana
and that the Defendant sai led fran Bordeaux ,
Franoe and came to this Province where he dis­
posed of said merchandise , and that said de­
ceased in the same year sailed from France to
French Santo Domingo , where he died in the year
1761, and that the firm of Pedesclaux Father and
Son are entitled to the proceeds of said mer­
chandi se, and thet he had requested the Defen­
dant to surrender said funds, and that he has
r ef used, giving as a reason that before surren­
dering said funds he must be presented with a
death certifioate of the deceased , but as this
re son is not justifiable as the Defendant has
been informed of the death of said deceased by
severel persons in this City , and furthermore
there are several other persons who knew the
deceased in Santo Domingo and will oertify to
his death, and as the Defendant denied these al­
legations he suspeots that said funds are not
safe in the hands of the Defendant and therefore

(oonttd)



Doo . #825
(oont'd)

he petitioned His Lordship that as gent of the
tirm ot'1'edesolaux Father and Son" to order the
Detendant to surrender to him said fund with
the neoessary doouments ot the sale of said
merohandise , or to deposit. said tunds and doou­
ments in the hands ot a reputable merohant ot
his approval tor sate keeping .

The Intendant General Navarro,
the presiding jUdge, on Kay 2 , 1783 , orde red the
petitioner to prove his allegations in his pe­
tition in regard to the death of his brother .

The Plaintitt then petitioned
His Lordship alleging that he is ready to prove
the death ot his brother and therefore to ao­
oept several persons who will testify in hi s
beha l f.

On May 23, 1783 , the Governor
ordered the Court Clerk to take the testimony
of the persons pres.n~d by the Plaintiff to
testify to the death of his brother , and fur­
ther ordered the Plaintiff to present his ore­
dentials authorizing him to bring this aotion.

The following day in oomplianoe
with the preoeding deoree , Don Juan Alexandro
Cadonir , Don Juan Pounon and Don ~ranoisoo

Mayronne appeared before the Court Clerk and
af t er being dUly sworn aooording to law de­
olared: That during their visit to the Frenoh
Santo Domingo they were informed by several
persons of the death ot said Juan Bautista
Pedesolaux.

Then the Plaintift in oomplianoe
with the deoree of May 23

Ln1783 J presented his
oredentials authorizing h to orlng this ao-
tion and theretore he petitioned His Lordship

(oont'd)
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Doo , #625
(oont'd)

to order the Defendant to surrender said funds
and doouments to him or to a reputable merohant
of his approval.

On May 26, 1783, the Governor
ordered the Court Clerk to de~iver to the De­
fendant a oopy of the Plaintiff's petition.

The reoord shows that on the
same day the Plaintiff appointed Franoisoo
Mayronne as his Attorney in these prooeedings.

The Defendant answered the Plain­
tiff's petition denying his allegations, and
alleging that about a month ago the Plaintiff
instituted prooeedings in the Court of Franoisoo
Joseph Lebreton, Justioe of the Peaoe for the
purpose of having oertain funds in possession
of Don Feliz Matterne a merohant in this City
to be surrendered to him, as agent of the firm
Pedesolauz Father and Son, but upon investiga­
tion, it was found by said Court that- the Plain­
tiff was not author1zed to oolleot said funds
and was prooeeding with malioe, and the Court
deoided to forward said funds to a oertain mer­
ohant named Bruno Hermanos of Burdeauz, Franoe,
who were entitled to said funds. The Defendant
further alleged, that the Plaintiff in the suit
against him, is eVidently prooeeding with malioe
";Q,forethough t as in his previous intent to 001­
leot funds as agent of the firm Pedesolauz Fa­
ther and Son, and as he has already left town,
wherefore he petitions His Lordship, to dismiss
the plaintiff's aotion, and to order the Plain­
tiff to pay the oosts of this suit.

On June 4 1783, Navarro, or­
dered the Court Clerk to Ae liver a copy of the
Defendant's petition to Plaintiff's attorney.

(cont'd)

_ .41
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Doo , #825
(oont'd)

Don Franoisoo Mayronne , Attorney
for the Plaintiff answered the Defendant 's pe­
tition. alleging that he has reoeived a oopy of
the Defendant's petition. end that he is not in
a position to answer said petition as the Plain­
tiff is out of town and has left without giving
any instruotions , and therefore he petitions His
Lordship to postpone this suit until the return
of the Plaintiff to this City .

On ugust 1. 1783, Navarro ordered
the Court Clerk to deliver to the Defendant a
oopy of the Plaintiff's petition.

Two years later on ~pril 25, 1785.
Morales , Justioe of the Peaoe. by order of Nava
ro , Intendant General of this Provinoe . ordered
that in view of the information submitted by the
Court Clerk Pedro Pedaee Laux, that the Defendant
Juan Vinoent , had died , he ordered to olose the
prooeedings in this oase and to oharge the oosts
of said prooeeding to the Plaintiff Don Pedro
Joseph Pedesolaux .

The reoo rd en ds with an i temi zed
statement of the oosts of these prooeedings
whioh amount to 17 pesos 1/2 real •



File No . 77 .
June 2 , 1783 .
Judge : Hon .
Intendant Gen­
eral . Court Clerk:

I
)

I
Rafael Per domo . )
Span i sh and Frenoh.)

Doo . #826
Box 41

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED
BY BARTOLOME TARDIVEAU
AND COIo1'ANY IN REGARD
TO A 'll:l EFT OF CERTAIN
wrncWlliDmE, mrr~ lliEn
WAS COl ITTED BY SANTIA­
GO CORBERT, A PIRJ.TE OF
ENGLISH NAT IONALITY .

Reoord begi ns with a oopy of a protest made
on May 30 , 1783 , by Don Bar t ol ome and Don Pedr o
Tardiveau, brothers , and Don Miguel Laoasagne ,
natives of Franoe and res idents of Phi l ad el phia ,

• S. A., before Not ar y Publ i o Raf ae l Perdomo
and two witnesses, stating that wh i l e ooming to
this City from Philadelphia on board the vessel
named "El Cobro" loaded wi th the merc handise de­
scribed in the statement they duly pr esen t ed , at
a distance of about a league from where the Mi s s
issippi and San Francisco rivers meet , they were
assaulted by a band of pirates headed by a man
named Corbert, of Engl i sh nationality, who af t er
having wounded one of their rowers, seized from
them all the lIe rchandise t hey were carrying ex­
ce pt a small quantity of pr ov i s ions whi ch t hey
were allowed to keep, just enough to ke ep t hem
alive until they oould get some help . Therefore,
in accordance with l aw, t hey made a fo rmal pro­
test for such a crime and the del ays , damage s
and losses t hey suffered so t hat they may claim
indemnification from whom the law may de s i gna t e
as responsible .

The said Bar t olome Tardiveau and company
l ster petit ioned the Court t hat the s e i zure of
t he aforesaid merchandi s e be decla r ed i l lega l
and t ha t they be gi ven a c er t i f ied copy of t hese
procee di ngs f or t he pur poses that may be conven­
ient for t hem.

On June 5, 1783 , t he Court gr ant ed sa i d pe ­
ti t ion.



F11e 1183 ))
.rune 4,
1783. )
Sheets trom )
1 to 6. I
All in Span­
ish. )
JUdge: Don )
Estevan M1ro.)
Notary Clerk: I
Dn. Batael
PerdOJ!lo. )

Doo. 11827
Box 41

Case or

nn, Enrique Bua
vs

14r. De Shem1ne.

PLAINl'IFF INSTliUTED PIlOC~

INJS FOB THE PURPOOE OF CD!(­
PELLING THE DEFENDAN'r TO PAY
A PAST DUE DEBT.

Plaintitt, a res1dent or \his
City, brought aotion aga1n8t the Detendant al­
leging that \he Detendant, a resi dent or the
Post or Allemnes, owes h1m too sum er 460 pe­
sos value ot a oertain negro slave that he
sold to the Detendant on oredi1i, but Detendant
tailed to oomply with the peyment as agreed.
Plaintirr, further alleged that he is just
about to leave this City, tor whioh reason he
requested his Lordship to 1ssue a writ or exe­
oution to the Commandant ot the Post ot AIle­
moos, to se1ze the propert1e cr the Deten­
dan.t, as Detendant re!Us ed to pay said sum.

On June 4, 1783, Governor
Miro granted the Plai nt 1 rt ' s petition.

The reoord 1s inoomplete and
the ou 1000me or the case 1s not Imarn.



Doo. #828
Box. 41

On June 12, 1783, Governor
Miro, the pres id ing judge, ordered the Defendant
to appear in Court, to aoknowledge said debt,
as pe ti tloned.

On June 14, 1783, the Defend~t

appeared before the Court Clerk, in oomplianoe
with the preceding decree, and after being duly
sworn aooording to law, did d pose and deolare
that the signatures at the :root o:r said two pro­
missory notes presented by the Pla int i f f s are
his, and he aoknowledged that he OWes to the

(cont'd)

CASE OF

Je,ime Urgel & Co.
vs

Jose Sanohez.

)

l
File #35
June 12", 1783
Sheets from
1 to 12, )
All in Spanish.)
Judge: Don )
Estevan Lfiro. )
Notary Clerk: l Plaintiffs instituted proceed-
Dn, Rafael ings to compel the Defendant
Perdomo. l to pay two past due promissory

notes that amounted to 54 pesos
6 reales. "

The Plaintiffs set forth in
their petition, that as it is evident by the two
past due promissory notes presented, the Defen­
dant is indebted to them the sum of 54 pesos,
6 reales, and that said debt arises trom the
balanoe due on certain merchandise that the De­
fendant bought. The Plaintiffs further alleged
tha t they have demanded the DefendlUllt to pay
said notes and that he has refused, wherefore
they petitioned His Lordship to order the Defen­
dant to acknowledge his signature affixed at the
foot of said two promissory notes and deolare if
he owes said notes that amount to 54 pesos, 6
reales.



Doc. 1f828
(cont'd)

Plaintiffs said promissory notes that amount to
54 pesos 6 reales.

Then the Plaintiffs, petitioned
his Lordship, setting forth that as it is evi­
dent by the declaration made by the Defendant
wharein the Defendant acknowledge owing said
past due promissory notes that amount to 54
pesos 6 reales, that said declaration having
resulted in his favor, Wherefore they petition­
ed His Lordship to issue a writ of execution in
order to seize the properties of the Defendant
until he has complied With the payment of said
sum of 54 pesos 6 reales, plus interest and
costs.

On June 21, 1783 Governor Mira,
in view of the fact that the Defendant has verb­
ally stated in this Tribunal that he was Willing
to comply With the payment of said debt, but
only had 14 barrels of selt meat in his posses­
sion be ordered to issue a writ of execution in
order to seize said 14 barrels of salt meat and
to sell them in public auction in order to sa­
tisfy the Defendant's debt, setting the 23 days
of June for the sale of said barrels.

On June 23, 1783, the Court
Clerk, in oomplianoe with the preoeding deoree,
prooeeded to auction to the highest bidder the
14 barrels of sale meat, that were seized from
the Defendant. The highest bidder lIliS one
Franoisoo Chioo to whom the sa id 14 barrels were
sold for 67 pesos.

On June 25, 1783, the Governor,
in view of the faot that the said 14 barrels of
salt meat that were seized from the Defendant,
were sold at pUblic auction for 67 pesos, or­
dered the Court Clerk to satisfy the Plaintiff's
olaim for 54 pesos 6 reales; and to notify Dn.

(cont'd)



(Doo . 1 828 )
(cont 'd)

Luis Liotaud, the JUdioial ppraiser to make
an itemized statement ot the oosts ot this pro­
oeedi ngs and to pay said oosts fran the balanoe
ot the 67 pesos , and atter this has been done
to give the Detendant the balanoe .

On the seme day , the Court
Clerk notitied Dn . LUis Liotau ot the preoeding
deoree .

On the same day , in oomplianoe
with the preoeding deoree , the Plaint itt c~e

and appeared betore the Court Clerk and deolared
t ha t he has reoeived from said Court Clerk the
sum ot 54 ps . 6 r eales i n payment of his olaim.

The reoord ends with the De­
fendant's deolaration made on June 26 , 1783, in
oomplianoe with the preoeding deoree , wherein
he aoknowledged the reoe ipt ot 9 pesos 2 1/2
reales as the balance lett trom the sale ot the
14 barrels ot salt meat that were sold tor 67
pesos, trom whioh was deduoted 54 pesos 6 rea l es
given to the Plaintift to satisty his olaim and
12 pes os 7 1/2 rea le s tor too expens e or the se
pro ceedi ngs.



DOCUMENT 10. 829
B:>X 41

IlOCUMi!:tll' 829 was round to belong to Dec. 11 , 1783,
changed to Document o , 901 A. Box 41.
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File 51
June 20, 1783
Juu/ie: Don Es tevan
l,"i r o .
Court Clerk: Rafael

I
I
I
I
)

Perdomo . )
Spanish and Engl i sh . )

Doo . #830
Box 41

PROCEEDlliGS mSTlTUTED BY
001 ~!A..l:lIA :AGDAI3rA HAml­
ENGER nr IL ROLLAND,
WIDOW OF 00 JUAN SANTIAGO
BLAB DABBADIE , AGAmST THE
SUCCESSI ON OF I SAAC 1,.ONSlti,
TO , FOR THE COLLECTION OF
A SUI' OF PESOS .

The Plaintiff, through her legal agent Don
Luis Lioutau , appeared before tho Court and
stated: That Don Ni oolas For s tal l and Don Juan
Josefp Duforest , Trustees appointed t o t ake
oharge of the business affairs of t he late Don
Isaac I.!onsan t o , drew i n he r f avor on Nov. 30 ,
1771 , a bill of exohange f or the sum of four
t housand six hund r ed seventy-two pounds , eleven
suel dos and six di neros , against Don Juan de
Aragon, a mer ohant of the oity of San Sebastian ,
Spain , by or der of Don Luis Un zaga and Amezaga ,
Gove~or of t he Pr ovi nce of Louisiana , as eVi ­
denoed by said bi l l of exohange duly pr esent ed ;
tha t t he payment of sa i d aum was not made i nas­
muoh a s Don Juan de Aragor i did not have in h i s
possession any fund s belonging to said Don I saao
Monsan t o , as pr oved by the three letters that ar l
a l ao presented to the Court . The Pla int i f f ,
t heref ore , pe ti ti oned t he Court to order t ha t f~

the fund s belonging to said ~onsanto and whi oh
were in the possessi on of Don Sant iago Uather ,
Trus t e e for the oredi t or s of said ;onsanto , she
be paid the aforementioned s um of four thousand
six hundred s eventy-two pounds , el even sueldos
and s ix dineros, i n preference of t he other
or edi t ors of t he dec eased .

On June 20 , 1783 , the Court or dered that

Trus tee Don Santiago ~ather be not ified of the



(Doc. 830 )
(cont' d)

above petit i on , wh i ch was done

This r ecord is incomplete and the out­
come or the case is 00 t kno n ,



Pla1nt1tf, peut10ned h1s Lord­
sh1p alleg1ng that as 110 1s v1­
dent by the past due promissory

note presented, the Defendant owes h1m the SUIII
of 149 pesos, wh1ah he has refused to pay, where­
fore he begs His Lordsh1p to order the Defendant
t o appear 1n Court to aomowledg under oath his
s1gnature at the root of sa1d promissory note,
and whether he owes sa 1d sum.

On June 21st, 1783, Dn. Joseph
Lebreton, Just1ce of the Peaoe, granted the
Pla1nt1ff's prayer aDd ordered the Defendant
to appear 1n Court, as pet1t1 d~

On ~ same day, the Defendant
appeared betore the Court Clerk, 1n comp11anoe
w1th the preoel11ng decree, and after being dUly
sworn aooord1ng to law, deolared tha't the s1g­
nature at the foot ot sa1d promissory note pre­
sented by the Plaintiff 1s his, and he aoknow­
l edged that he owes to the Pla1ntift sa1d pro­
m18110ry note ot 149 pesos .

Then the Pla1nt1tt, pet1t10ned
h1s Lordsh1p, sett1ng torth that as 110 1s ev1­
dent by the decJ.e.rat10n made by the Defendant
wherein said Detendant aOknowledged onng Bud
pa 10 due prom1ssory note of 149 pesos , tnat
sa1d deolarat1on hav1ng resulted 1n h1s tavor,

(oont'd)

Fl1e 13324 )
JUne 25, )
1783. l
P. 1 to 5.
AU 1n Span-)
ish. )
Judge: Dn.)
Joseph I.e- )
breton. )
Court Clerk:)
Fernando )
Rodr1su z . )

Doo. 1/831
Box 41

cas or

Juan B1s81er
vs

Juan Caduo.

Pla1ntiff , :Lnst1 tuted aotion
for the purpose of oompe1l1ng
the D fendant to pay a past
due promissory note for the
SUIII of 149 pesos.



Doc. 68:31
( oont 'd)

wherefore he petit ioned His Lordship to issue
a \~it of execution n order to seize the pro­
erties of the Defendant unt i l he has conplied

with t he payment of said Bum of 149 pesos , plus
inter est and cost .

On June the 5th , 1783 , Dn . Jo­
seph Lebreton , Justice of the Peace , ordered
t he Court Clerk to bri the documents to Court ,
in or der to be examined .

On June 26th , 1783 , n Joseph
Lebr et on the pres iding Judge , after having ex­
nmined the documents , i s sued a writ of execu­
t ion i n favor of the Plaintiff in order t o seize
the properties of the Defendant , to satisfy the
Pl aintiff 's ol ai m of 14 pesos . And therefore
t he Defendant be r equested to pay said past due
debt , and if he refuses to compl y with the pay­
ment of said debt , t o seize the properties of
t he Defendant i n or der to satisfy the Plaintiff 's
claim of 149 pesos plUS interest and cost .

The r e oord sh ows that on the
same day Don Nicolas Tr oment in , Constable of
t his Ci t y , appea r ed before the Court Clerk a nd
sta t ed: That i n compl i ance with the preceding
de oree , he denanded the Defendant to pay said
sum of 149 pesos , and that the Defendant pro­
mised to oomply With said payment i mmedi at e l y .

The r ecord appears to be i n­
oompl e t e , thus the outoome of the case i s not
known.



On July 3rd, 1783, the In­
t endan10 General of thls Province Don l4artin
Navarro, ordered the petitioner to bring hls
dooument in re~d to this matter, ln order to
be examine d.

Doo. 1632
Box 41

PROCEEDmGS ImTITUTED BY
DON JUAN P.ALIBT, IN ORDER
TO HAVE TB! FUG ON HIS
PACKET BOAT CHANGED ll'RCII
lREli:H TO SPANISH.

Juan Pallet, a rohant of
this City petitioned His
Lordshlp, alleging that h
bought a oertaln Faolalt boat
ln lr!artln1oa Island, and that
at present sald boat ls an­
ohored ln this Port, flying
the Frenoh Flag. Therefore

h e begs His Lordshlp 'to grant him perm1 salon
t o fly the Spanish flag on sald vessel of hls
owne r shl p named "Los Quatro Hermanos ."

1'118 165 )
.rune 30 , )
1783 . )
Pages from )
1 to 7 . )
All in Span- »)im.
JUdge: Don
lr!artin Na- )
varro . )
Notary Clerk:)
Rafael Per- )
dano. )

Don Pallet, ln complianoe
with the preoeding deoree petitioned His Lord­
ship, alleging that as it is evidenoed by the .
dOOUlDBnts presented. he bought the Paoket-boat
in question in the I4artin1oa Island. from Don
Carlos Dubar. 8Dd Juan Lami. Wherefore he begs
His Lordship to grant him the permit to fly the
Span1sh flag on said ves el.

On July 4th. 1763. Governor
Mire. after haTing examined the dooument, grant­
ed to Juan Pallet, the permit he petltioned for.



Doo. #833
Box 41

PBOCEEDImS INSTITUl'ED BY DON
c.uu.os FOREE IN CEDER TO OB­
TAIN A PERMIT ro SELL A VESSEL
NAlIED "MARQUEZ DORVESAN."

Don Carlos For presented a let­
ter 1n wh10h D'Etinoourt, the
owner or the vess 1 named -Marquez
Dorvesan" authorizes him to exeoute
the sale or said vessel.

l
)

~
)
)
)

i
7. )
Spanish l
and Frenoh.

F1le fi72
J'une 30,
1783.
J'udge:
Yart1n
Navarro.
Court
Clerk:
Rafael
Perdomo.
PP. 1 to

Jdartin Navarro, Intendant general
or this Provinoe decreed: That
the author1zation letter presented
by Don Carlos Poree 1s not surrl-
olent to grant sald permt, there­

rore he ordered the Court Clerk to Inform said
Don Carlos Poree that he has to rander a secu­
ri ty bond oovering tha value or the sale BO that
he may grant said perm1t.- The eaurlty bond
was rendered and the permit was granted.


