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DOOUKENT NO. 2491
BOX 58

mOOEEDmGS Il'lSTl TUTBD BY
PEmO JIJl7lJ (Il'lDIAN MES'1'EE)
m c:m>l!R oro OClolPEL THE HEIRS
OF THE Dl!X:E!SED DON JiUNCISCO
CIlUZlT oro G!VB HD.! HIS J'REBlXIl.

I '

Pedro IIorsu (IndiaD l18.tee), .1801'8 ot the de­
oeased Don PraDoiaoo eruzat, petitioned the Oourt
to order the Olerk to gi"e him t88t1mo~ ot the
intormation submitted at hi. request and that hia
brother, Baut1ltA Bourguinon, in order ~ pro"e
that he 11 a brother ot the Indi sl8e, named
llari. paget, who 11 enJoT!ng her tr.edom by "irtue
ot a decree 1seued b7 the Oourt.

(lIo signature I

The Oourt grlll1ted the abo"e petition.

(Sign d) PoeUgo

Pedro IIorsu and his brother, BautistA Bour­
guinon, further petiUon d the Court ~ accept the
information to be submitted b7 the witnesses in
order to pron that th87 are natural sons ot
Oatalina, natural IndiaD ot the Chi tribe and

ther ot the mesbe named lIJIria Paget, and re­
quested a coPT ot this test1mo~. 'ftle petition
was graDted.

(Signed) Postigo

Theretore, the · to llow ing wi t nes s es Geron1Jllo
Oredit, A~sto Teral and pedro Degarre, under
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BOX 58

oath deolllredl that they know the pe1i1tionerl to
be the natural Ion. ot the Indian woman nlllll8d
Oatalina, mther ot the I118ltH nllllllld 1I&r1& paget,
and the;, further deolllred that wbat they han
Itated 11 the trI.1th under oath they haTe taken.
gi'ring their agel, relpeotiTe~, as 28, 20 and
30, and they did not 11811 b808UBB theT did not
know how to write.

Pedro rzu petitioned the Oourt &gain, de­
claring that he still remains &. slaTe ot the heire
ot Don lI'rancisco Orumat who bought him from Oarlos
Ohllrlesyille &.bout eight Telll's BBO and that he
beli81'es to h&.1'8 the la8 ot the J:1ngdom in his
tayor am to haTe submitted surticient e'ridenoe
to proTe that he is the natural son ot Catalina,
Indian woman and brother ot the mestee lIIIz'ia
paget who is at present enjoT!ng her treedom. In
this Tirtue he pleads the Oourt to grant him his
freedom.

(Nc signature)

The Oourt decreed that the eTidenae submitted
be torwarded to the Curator ct the heirs ot Don
J'ranaisoo Crusat.

(Signed) PostiBo.

Don J'ranoisco Ool1e11, Oaptain ot IntantrT ot
Louililllla and Ourator ot the heirl of the deceased
Don J'ranaiBco Crusat, &.ppellrs betore the Oourt and
deolares that in conlidca1i1on ot the int01"lll&t1on

t Pedro IU hal IIU tted and the e'ridenoe
presented b;r his sliter, MarP paget, preying that
Ihe il a pure Indian, he has no objeotion to giTe
the Ilan Pedro MerlU hie freedom b7 permit ot the

Oourt.

2
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(Cont'd.)

(Signed) frano1soo 0011ell

'!'he Court Il" ted the peUtion ot Pedro su
ordllr'1ng the 111suaDOe ot a Letter ot freedom.

(Signed) Post1go.

• Ratael Perdomo
(Clerk ot Court)

'!'he Court costll IIllIOUnted to 9 pesos and
7 re&1ee.

27 (a)/.1-
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DOCtMlNT NO. 2492
llOX 58

CJ.Si: 07
roSINO DUEEL

VS.
GUIIJ.RBIlO MABIIlI:

Plaintiff peti tioned the Court, alleging that,
as evidenced by the prolll1ssory note endorsed by Don
Luis 'louton llelll11'8gard in hi. favor, Don Ou.111e~

Marre Was indebted to him in the sum of 680 peeos,
and although he had requested said defendant on
Tanous occaBions to settle the above debt, he had
been unable to secure sama.

Wherefore he begged the Court to obtain from
the defendant custollla%7 Oa t h and declaration stating
Whether or not he was indebted in the sum claimed by
the pl ain t iff.

(Signed) "fwlino Dl1rel.

b Court granted the above peti tion.

(Signed) Ortega

b Clerk of Court declared that he had called
on the defendant, and, after having questioned him
about the signature a1':!'ixed on the promissory note
and its contents, he acknowledged hi. signature,
but be denied owing the sum clailllld by the plaintiff,
bec8l188 the said llelllll'egard owed the defendant a
larger sum than the one claimed.
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DOC. !lO. 2492

:BOX 58
(Contld. )

(Signed) G. ltarre.

!he Court ordered that the defendant DI1st Pa7
the Bll1d SQIIl rt thin three daTs, and, 11' no t, to 1sBUe
a wr1 t of attacllment against the pereon and proper­
ties of the defendant in order to satisf)r the plain­
Uffll; claim end the costs of Court.

( Signed) Ortega
P8dro PedesclllPX

Plaintiff informs the Court that the defendant
had paid him in full.

(Signed) D1rel.

!he Costs of Court amounted to 10 pesos, 6
reeles to be paid by the defendant.

24(e)!J-
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Exhibit ~itten i n Frenohl

PROCEEDI NGS I NSTITUTED BY
DON FELIPE DUCLOS LAlIGE

VS.
llR. DELAMORANDIERE
TO COLLECT A DEBT .

Deed of sale with mortgage of two bush negr-c
slaves , about 24 years old , sold by Sr . Alexandre
Phelippe to Sr . de la 1!or ardie r e f or the sum of
1,400 pesos payabl e with the monthly sal ary of pur ­
ohaser from January to Deoember , 1788, and the bal ­
anoe in February , 1789 .

Opelousas , January 25 , 1788 .

(Signed) Ni ool as Forstall
.De la Mor andi er e
Phelippe
Soileau de la

140r andi e re
Louis Ve illon
Brunet

The pl aintif f , a resident of Atakapas , petitions
that t he Court seize the salary of the defendant in
order t o pay for the 2 slaves covered by the above
mo r tgage , and t hat they be seized and lold at auotion .

(Signed) Felipe Duolos Lange



Page 2.

DOCUMENT #2493

The Cour t refuses to gr ant this pe t i t ion,
b90ause said defendant i s pr ot eot ed by a moratorium
gr ant ed by his oreditors .

(Signsd ) Es t evan 1>liro
Lio . Pos t igo
P. Pedes ol aux ,
Clerk of Court.

Plaintiff again petit i ons that Don Ni ool as
Forstall , Commander of Atakapas , now in New Orleans ,
deolare if aocording to the terms of th9 moratorium,
Lamorandier has t o pay his oreditors as follows .
Ha l f at the end of 1790 , and t he othe r half at the
end of 1791 , if these are t he oonditions speoified,
then he as ks tha t t he Court order the sehure and
sale of the defendant I s pr oper t y .

(Signed) Felipe Guinault
Felipe Duolos Lange

As Don Nioolas Forstall declar9s affirmatively
to the above qu9stions , th9 Court sends instruotions
to Felipe D&dorlogne , pr ovi s i onal Commander of Atakapas ,
t o seize defendant 's property.

N9W Orleans , January 28, 1791.

On February 7, -1792, the plaintiff again peti­
tions the Court to resum9 aot i on on th9s9 prooee d­
i ngs that were suspended dU9 to the moratorium grant&d



DOCUMENT #2493

t o the defendant . As the wife of the defendant has
pledged her dowry and paraphernal properties to obt ain
the moratorium of her husband 's debts , the petitioner ,
a bolder of a mortgage on the two slaves he sold to
said defendant four years ago , wishes to oolleo t under
said guaranty and petitions the Court to order said
l a Korandiere and wife to appear in person and present
aooounts to the oommander of the nearest post , and pay
whatever sum is s t i l l due the plaintiff .

The Court grants the petition.

The document is inoomplete , and the outoome
of the oase is unknown.

26/0.



(Signed) Juan Ventura Morales

The Court grant. the above petition.

CASE OF

DON JUAN VENTURA IIORALES
VS.

DON PEDRO ROUSSEAU

DOCUllENT 4/2494
BOX 58

On the 6 of llay, the Clerk of Court calls at
t he residenoe of Don Pedro Rousseau, to take hi.
declaration under oath, and he acknowledges hi.
signature but statelt that the 200 pesos in question
was gi ven t o him in order t o r8W¥'d the or...... of the
ship on which her Exoellenoy the Countess or Galvez
went to Havana from Nell' Orleans.

(Sigood) P. Rousseau
Rafael Perdomo

(Signed) Miro
Postigo

Don Juan Vent ura Mor ales , attorney and Testa­
mentary Executor of the succession of his Excellency
Count or Galve~, petitions ths Court alle gi ng that
as evidenoed by t he pr omis sor y note duly presented,
Don Pedro Rous seau, Captain or the Army, was in­
debted to the said suocession for the sum of 200
pesos, delivered to him by Don Estevan Mir o , for
acoount or the said suooe ssion, and that he has un­
suooessfully tried to colleot same. Whererore, he
begs the Court to order ths defendant to declare
under oath whether or not he OW9S said sum and
whether the signature at the root of the pr omis s or y
note was his .

File 1/25 )
llay 5, 1790 )
Judge I Estevan Mi r o)
C.C. Rafael Perdomo)
pp . 1-5 )
Spanish )

------)
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(CONT 'D)

Don Juan Ventura Morales , in1'orms the Court ,
that as the said Rousseau aoknowledges having r e­
oeived the 200 pesos , wherefore he begs the Court
to issue a writ of attachment against the property
of the said Rousseau , until the statement made by
him is proven.

(Signed) Juan Ventura lIorales

The Court orders that the said Roueseau pay
the 200 pesos withing four days , and if not to en­
foros the attachment against his property.

(Signed) Miro
Postigo

The oa se ends here and the outcome is not
known.

24( ... )
o.
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Spanish )

----)

DOCUMENT NO. 2495
BOX NO. 56

PROCEEDI NGS I NSTI TUTED BY
JUAN VENTURA I4CRALES

VS.
PEDRO ROUSSEAU

TO COu.ECT A DEBT.

Captain Pedro Rousseau owes Juan Ventura
Kor al es 1,300 pesos and in t he pre se noe of Notary
Publio they both agree to transfer said oredit to
the Suooession of the Count of Gal ve z beoause
Kor al e s owes 1.300 to said suooession aotin& as
agent of same he f11es sui t against said Rousseau
to obtain payment of the aforesaid sum, however as
the defendant does not own any property against
whioh seizure oould be effeoted, the plaintiff in­
forms the Court that one Josef Capuran of Nat ohi ­
toohes owes the defendant 1,134 pesos , and prays
that a prohibitory injunotion be issued against
said amount .

(Signed) Juan Ventura Korales

Captain Josef Xavier de Pontalba to whom
Rousseau also owed 1,134 pesos , presents a letter
dated May 22 , 1790, in whioh said Rousseau author­
izes Capuran to pay that amount to Pontalba , there­
fore olaiming preferenoe , he makes opposition for
said 1,134 pesos , but the plaintiff oontends that a
letter is a private dooument laoking legal r equis i t es ,
it should be made before witnesses or a Notary Pub­
lio , and for these obvious reasons the Court should



2.
DOCUMEllT NO. 2495

BOX 58
(CONT 1D)

re jeot the opposition.

In the meantime , Captain Pontal ba who had re­
oeived hi s ol a im against Rousseau r r om Mes sr s . Carlos
Vivant & Co . returns aaid olaim t o t hem, the opposi­
tion i s oont i nued. Captain Franoisoo Collell appears
in t his oase, endor ses Capuran who ol a ims that he
had to return t o Natohe z on business , ther ef or e he
withdraws after paying 20 pesos ror oosts of Court.

(Signed) Jose r Capuran
Josef de Pontalba
Vivant Duolot & Soulie
Juan Ventura Mor a l es

The pl ai nt i f f Who ignor es what transaotions
exilbd between Captain Pont alba , Vi vant and Co., and
RouUoau oontest. the aroresaid transrer of.' the olaim,
but Rousseau proves that Vivant & Co. were his origi­
nal oreditor••

Ie.ter , the plaintiff learns that Vivant 4l Co.
have reoeived from Rousseau a substantial part of.'
the debt, he then makes a strong pr ot est , alleging
t hat Vivant & Co. by their failure of.' inrorming the
Court had lost their olaims to the opposition.

By order of the Court , Vivant & Co. and Rous seau
depose, and admit that the latter had pai d the f.'ormer
the sum of 775 pesos, both agree that the plaintUr
was entitled to his olaim, whereupon the Court ordered
Captain Colle1l , as endorser of Capuran, to settle
the sum of 1,134 pesos and Rousseau to pay the oosts
or these pr ooeedings , whioh amounted to 30 pesos,
6 reales.

26/0.



(Signed) J'arer.

24(,,)/J-

Pedesa1SUXI aertif1es that pageB 1 to 40 were db­
tached from this doawuent end forwarded together
wi th the warrant issued to Don Valentin Le lllana,
OOlllllander of J'alse River and Point Coupee District.

O,lSll OJ'
lll!'..T.AKI!l J..aaAJl

V8.
JU&Ii ll.Al1TIS~... POl\ClDl:.

DOOUKIi1m NO. 2496
llOX 58

711e flaro
~ 5, 1790
Judge: !istevan
Kiro
c. C.: Pedro
Ped!lsa11lllX
pp. 41 to 44
Spanish

The Court granted the above petition and ordered the
said Commander of J'alse tiTer to demand p~nt of
same. !he aase ends here and tba outcome is not
lawn. '1!be costs of aourt l!I,1IIOunted to 53 pesos. to
be paid b;r the said J'a1-'ar.

Plainti!!. a resident of J'alse River, petitioned the
Oourt alleging that the defendant owed him a aertain
lIUID of mne;r. aa bondsman of Don Jaime Lecomte who
had issued a prollll.Bsor;r note in hiB favor, and that
although the aal.d defendant alleged that he did not
sign the note as bondsman but onl;r as a wi tness;
plaintU'f then presents several Wi tnesses to testifY
that the defsndant l s statement Was false, then he
begged the Court to issue instructions to the CoI:I­
IlI8l1der of said Post, in order to colleat debt.

)
)
)

~
)
>
)

>- _ ._-->



DOCUMENT #2497
BOX 58

File #2002 )
lfay 5, 1790 )
JUdget Estevan)
Wir o )
C.CI Pedro )
Pedesolaux )
pp . 1 to 6 )
Spanish )

)

CASE OF
SANTIAGO FlETCHER

VS.
JUAN BAUTISTA J OURDAIN.

Plaintif f , a res ident of New Orleans , through
hi s att orney, Felipe Gui naul t , petitions the Court,
alleging that as evidenced by the promiss ory note
he duly presents the defendant , a res ident of New
Orleans , i s indebted to him for t he sum of 1,288
pesos and 5 reales , and that although on various
ocoasions he has r equested payment , he failed to
oollect said debt . Therefore, he be gs the Court
to issue a writ of attachment against the person
and pr ope r t i e s of the defendant in order to satis­
fy his olaim.

(Si gned ) Santiago Fletchor
" Felipe Guinaul t

The Court gr ant ed the above pet i tion .

(Signed) Estevan Miro
" Postigo

The document i. inoomplete and t he outoome
of the case i s not known.

24(a)
O.



The Court granted the above petition.

Plaintiff Worms the Court that siDoe the 7th
of Kq, 1790, he had filed a suit against the de­
fendant, for the aum of 480 pesos. he also states
that t he defend t promised to paT him out of Court.
but that one Tear has elapsed aDd the defendant haa
not oomplied with his debt. Therefore he begs the

Plaintiff, a resident of New Orleans. through
his Attorney, Pslipe Quinault, petitions the Court,
alleging that as evidenoed by ths Publio deed he
dU13 presents the defendant 11 indebted to him far
the sum 480 pesos. and that a l though on various
ocoasions he had requested p~t, he failed to
oollect s ai d debt . Therefore he beBS the Court to
issue eo writ of atteahment against his properties
of the defendant in order to satisfy his olaim.

Estevan Miro
Postigo

Lalande Dapromont
felipe Quinault

CASE 0.,
WIS LlLJNDE Dll1lCUlRT

VS.
PRANC ISCO DUTELE'l'T

DOOUMENT NO. 2498
llOX 58

(Signed)
•

(S1gned)
•

Pile 1867 )
~ 6, 1790 )
Judge. 1 BsteT&!l )
Jol1ro and )
Gov. llaron de )
Carondelet )
C.C.I Pedro I
PedesolBU% )
PP . 1 to 6 )
Spanish )

)

-----),



DOOUYENT NO. 2498
:BOX 158

(Cont'd.)

Court to issue a writ ot attllllhment against all
the properties ot the detendant.

(Signed) Lalande DaprolllOnt.

'lb.e Court granted the petitioner's pra,yer.

(Signed) ClIl'Ondelet
Vidal.

The document 18 lnoomplete and the outcome
ot the oase is not known.

24(a)/J
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(Signed)
Estevan Vaugine

roc. ;12499
BOX 58

Through a pet i tion o f t he plai n t iff the
proper ty of t he def eniant r esiding in Nat ohi t oen ea ia
s ei zed an d appraised at 800 peso s by Carlos de Blanc
oommander of said po st.

PRO CEl'DI", GS I NSTI TUTED BY
ESThVA1, m. V GI

VS
J OSS]' .WUA ' T

Theresa I e Gros, wi fe of the def endant, ex.­
ercising t he prefe r en t 1a l ri ght s gr ant ed t o her by tile
law, buys h er busband ' s pr oper ty fo r 400 pe so s , however
a s the plaintiff f eels that his olaim 1s not fully
sati sfied , he pe t i t1 ons the se1zure of a n egro slave
b e Ion 1ng t o th e defendant , app ra i s ed 1n the 1nv entory
at 400 pesos, and d emard s that sa id slave be sold a t
pub 110 auo tion.

The Court gr an t s t he pe t i ti on , and decrees
that wi th the sale of t h e slave, til e plaintiff wou Id
h ave no furth er cl aim agai nst th e d ef eniant , that he
mus t pay the expenees of the pr oceedi ng s , and that he
cou ld a ppeal to a higher Court , but in so doing he
sh ou ld r eturn t he ne 0 or h1s eqUivalent pr i ce t o t he
de fendant , an d in order to guaranty for such eve n­
t u aH ty he is to po st a bond

(Signed ) Estevan ,i n:>
Lie Postigo

Fil e 2010 )
May 6 , 1790 )
Jud ge : Don Estevan )
" i r o )
C. C: P. Pedescl aux )
pp 1 - 16 )
Span ish )

)
)



DOC . 112499
BOX 58

(Cont ' d )

Don Sant iago Lemai re g1 ve s bond in favor of
t he plainti ff . and the DB r o slave i s awaried to
Sant iago Li vauda 1s for 300 pesos which were accept ed a s
final set tle~nt by the plaintiff.

The cost, of Court aIlXlunti
to be pa Ld by the plaintiff.

26/ p

to 42 peso s is



(Signed) 'Ant oni o Mendez

(Signed) Miro - Postigo - Serrano

DOCUMENT 2500.
BOX 58.

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DON PATRICIO KORGAN

VERSUS
COLONEL DON GIUlERTO ANT OtlIO

DE ST. lIAXENT

The plaintiff inst i t uted pr ooeedings to oompel
the defendant to pay him t he sum of twenty f i ve
thousand pesos as bal anoe due from a original ob­
ligation of fifty three thousand pe sos sUbmitting
as an evidenoe a Publio Deed rlt h a mortgage , where­
by ths defendant is obligated to sell some of his
properties during t he pr e sent year in order to take
oare of the obligation of the month of January 1791 .

The Court grants the petit i on of the plain­
tiff and orders the defendant t o begin to se l l
the property in oomplianoe with the stipulations
of the agreement .

Therefore , the plaintiff petitions the Court
to oompel the defendant t o .ell some of his proper­
ties in aooordanoe with the st i pulated terms of the
agreement .

File 232 . )
Kay 8, 1790. )
JUdge. Gov . Ki r o . )
C. C. l Perdomo . )
23 pp. )
Spanish . )

--- - -->

The def endan t petitions t he Court praying that
the request of the plaintiff be disregarded giving
as his main r eason that there are no buyers at
present in the Provinoe , and that to dispose of his
properties under the present oi r oumst anoes would be
in gr eat detriment to his interests .

(Signed) Gilberto Antonio de
San Maxent



2.
DOCUMENT 2500.

BOX 58.

The plaintiff agai n pr ays the Court t o en­
foroe on the defendant hi s original r equest.

(Signed) Antonio Mende z

The plaintiff now pr ays the Court that s i nce
several days have elapsed and he has not r e oei ved
a r eply f'rom the def'endant • to compel him to de­
liver suoh without f urthe r delay .

(Si gned) Ant onio endez

The def'endant appe ars bef'or e t he Cour t re­
peating his or igi na l deolaration t o t he ef'f'ect
that even though he is willing t o sell his pr op­
erties (partioularly those whioh are under mor t ­
gage , oonsisting ohiefly of' slaves) there are no
buyer at present in this Provinoe. The r ef'or e ,
the plaintiff aocepts the reasons advanoed by t he
defendant under the specUio condition t hat t~
latter oan not dispose of' the said slaves and
f'urther to renounoe all his rights of ownership
until he has paid him the twenty f'ive thousand
pesos whioh he owes him.

The plaintUf petitions the Court stating
that the defendant has f'ailed to pay him the sum
of' twenty five thousand pesos , past due sinoe the
month of' January and requests that a writ of'
.eizure be exeouted on the mortgaged pr ope r t i es .

(Signed) Antonio Mende z

The dllf'endant petitions the Court f'or an
extension of' time , as he i. about t o leave f'or
the City of' Havana to oolleot the sum of' thirty
e ight thousand pesos , evidence of whioh he duly



(SigIJ!ld) Gilbnto Antonio de San
Maxent

DOCUIJENT 2600 .
BOX 56.

submits , and pr ays t he Court to gr ant him the
neoessary time to oolleot said sum in order to
pay his debt .

The plaintiff prays the Court to disregard
the request of the defendant , as the money in­
volved in the City of Havana has no bearing on
this oase , and therefore , to exeoute t he writ
of seizure .

The Court grants the above petition and
orders the defendant to pay the Court's oosts ,
that anounts to 23 pesos and 2 r ea l es.

(Signed) loIiro - Serrano

il



(Signed) Santiago Lemaire

The Cour t granted the a bove petition.

CASE OF
SANT IAGO LEMAIRE

VS.
SANTIAGO ROUSSEAU.

The promissory note shavre l

(Signed) IUro
• Postigo

I , Jaoques Rousseau, before witnesses , promise
to pay next April to the order of Mr. Peytavin, the

DOCmLEllT #2501
BOX 68

Plaintiff, a resident of New Orleans , peti­
tioned the Court alle ging that as evidenoed by t he
promissory note duly presented, t he defendant , a
resident of Lafourohe was i ndebted to hi m in the
sum of 300 Mexi can pesos and 100 pesos i n ourrent
coin, wherefore he begged the Court to i ssue orders
to the Commander of said Pos t , Don Luis Judioe , to
ask the defendant to appear before him and deolare
whether he owed t he sum olaimed by the plainti f f,
and to aoknowledge his signature, and if so t o is­
sue a writ of attachment against his property of
the defendant in or der to satisfy his claim and
oosts of Court .

File 11876 )
Kay 10, 1790 )
Judge I Estevan)
IUro )
C.C I Pedro )
Pedesolaux )
pp . 1-3 )
Spanish and )
Frenoh )

-----)



Page 2.

Antonio Psytavin

(Signed) Jaoques Rousseau

pesos in ourrent
Val ue of a negro

24(0.)
o.

Estevan
Pedeselaux

Pay to the order of Jaoques Lemaire .
New Orleans , Maroh 1, 1790.

Pay to the order of Etienne Pedesolaux .
NeW' Orleans , Nov . 9 , 1789.

DOCUl&ENT #2501
(Cont 'd)

Aoadians , April , 1787 .

The oase ends here and the outoome of it is
net known.

sum of 300 Mexioan pesos and 100
ooin wi thin one year after July.
slave.



DOCUMENT 2502
BOX 58

(Signed) Josef Tort.

The defendant declares that ehe has knowledge
of her husband 's debt , but i gnores the exac t amount .

The plaintiff pe ti t io ns the Court, reques ting
that the widow Sca ire declares whether it is t rue
that her late husband owes him the sum of 131 pe s os
for grocer i es bought on credit .

(To collec t a debt .l

PROCEEDINGS I NS TI TUTED BY
JOSEF TOOT

15.
'mE SUCCESSION OF ROBERTO SCAIRE

Pile 2000.
May 10-1790. )
J udge: Lic. J osef )
de Ortega. )
C.C.:P. )
Pedesc 1au%. )
42 pp , )
Spanish. )

- -----)

(Signed) Pedro Pedesc1aux.

The Pl a i nt i f f upon learning of the death of
the widow Soaire, petitions the Court that the
Testamentary sxecutor of the Scaire Sucoession pay
his claim.

(Signed) Josef Tort.

Santiago Felipe GUinau1t, ourator of the
Scaire minor children recommends payment of the
plaintiff's cred i t.

(Signed) Felipe Guinau1t.
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The Court r efuses t o approve payment of
debt until plaint i f f pro duce s concr et e evidence
of his cla im.

(Signed) Licdo. Ortega
Juan Ventura Mor al es

The plaintiff reques ts t he Court to accept
the declaration of three wi tnes s es .

(Signed) Josef Tort.

Carlos Corisco, Migue l Gandia, and Bonifacio
Escoto declare that t he plaint i f f 's claim is
legi timate .

(Signed) Bonifacio Escoto
Pedro Pede sclaux

Clerk of Court.

The Court decla res the evi dence sa tisfac t ory and
orders the Succ ession to pay immedi atel y the plaint i f f ' s
claim.

(Signed) Lic . Josef de Ortega
Juan Ventura Mor a les .

The testamentary executor answers that the suc­
cession has no funds with which to pay the pl a i nt i f f
as he has only credits, a house, and one slave who
takes care of the minors .

(Signed) Antonio Mendez
Anthony Bennett.

The plaintiff refuses to accept any credite

I
'I
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due "P. succession as "e considers t hem doub ,ful or
unsatisfactory, there fore he pet it i ons that he be
~i ven a bush negress slave who i n the inve n t ory of
the succession is appraised at 150 pesos .

(Signed) Josef Tort .

The testamentary executor objects to ive the
negress slave to the pl a in t i f f because since the
inventory was taken she has become mor e valuable,
havin been trained for household duties an4 also
for having given birth to a Child , in order then
to ive her the value she has acquired she wou ld
have to be appraised again .

(Signed) Antonio Mendez .
Anthony Bennett .

The ne~e s s slave and he r child are estimated
at 420 pesos , by Antonio Boudousquie , public ap ­
praiser , they are advertised for sale , and l a t t er
pur cha sed by G. Peyroux for 300 pesos , ~ith which.
the pl a i nt i f f , defendant and 23 pes os of costs of
Cour t are na i d .

(Signed ) Anton io Boudous "uie
r; . ~eyroux

Juan Ventura Mor a l e s
A'l t"on" 'le n!1e tt
'P . "Dedesclaux

C'erk of Cour t .
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File 1866.
May 12, 1790.
Judgel Lic.J.
Ortega.
0.0.1 )
P. Pedesclawc. )
50 pp. )
Spani sh. )

-----)

DOCUMENT 2503.
BOX 58.

PEDRO LAMBERT
VS.

J<mI IlACKEY

(To col lec t a debt. )

On J une 5, 1789, plaint i f f by a deed of sale
with mortgage dispose s of a house and a l ot measur ing
45 x 50 feet located on Dauphine St . f or the sum of
2000 pesos , payabl e i n f our installment s.

(Signed,) Pedr o Pedesclaux
Olerk of Court .

As the defendant has met hal f of sa i d ins t all­
ments, t he plaintiff thr ough his attorney Ant onio Mende z ,
is tryin~ to collect t he other half, or 1000 pe so s , and
petitions the Court to issue a writ of execution agai nst
the above property .

(Signed) Antonio Mendez

The above petition is granted by the Court.

(Signed) Lic~~ Josef de Ortega

The plaintiff i n his second pe tition, informs
the Court that the defendant ha s moved into another
hous e where he is paying a rent of 35 pesos per mont h .
He suggests t hat it would be to the advantage of said
defendant to keep his former house and pay t he balance
due on it by delivering to him a negress slave and her
thr ee children, as de fendant would possibly save f ur -

..... d
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ther judicial proceedings against himself in case the
sale of said house fails to cover the whole claim and
expenses thereof, inasmuch as real estate property is
at a very low price at the present time.

(Signed) Antonio Mendez

In answer to above proposition, defendant
states that he prefers to keep his slave and give up
his house, he then offers plaintiff reliable notes,
should his claim happen to be partially oompensated.

(Signed) John Mackey

The plaintiff petitions the Court to fore­
close and orders the appraisal of the mortgaged house.

(Si ned) Antonio Mendez

pointed .
appraise

By order of the Court two appraisers are ap­
Adrian de la Place, and Vicente Fangui who

the house at 1800 pesos .

(Signed) Adrien de la Place
Vicente Fangui
Pedro Pedesclaux
Joseph de Ortega
Clerk of Court

The Court orders that the house be advertised
for sale the cost of Court to be paid by the defendant
and as no results follow the plaintiff again petitions
the Court for seizure of property.

(Signed) Luis Lioteau
A. Mendez - Att.
P . Pedesclaux
C. Clerk



Josef Fernandez , Robert Jones , and Josef Dugus ap _
praise said house at 1,200 and 1, 000 pesos respectively .

(Signed) An . e ndez.

DOCUMENT 2503
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Lie . Josef de Ortega
Juan Ventura Morales
Pedro p edesc1aux

Clerk of Court

Joseph Fernandez
Robt . Jones c
Joseph Dugu9
Pedro Pedesc1aux
Clerk of Court

II

(Signed)
"

(Signsd )
II

"
II

The plainti f f alleges t hat the hous e has been
appraised above its va lue theref or e could not be dis ­
pos ed of he pr ays the Court t o appoint more competent
appr a isers .

(Signed ) John Mackey
" Fe11pe GuI nauI t

The defendant objec t s t o a rev ised est imat i on of
the hous e, on the grounds that if t he new aopraisers
make a l ower estimate i t wi l l jeopard i ze h is i nter ests
because if t he proceed s of t he sal e of said house fail
to satisfy the pl aintiff he wi l l then pet it i on for
further seizure .

The Court overrules the defendant's objec t io n a nd
orders that ot he r appraisers g i ve an es t i mat e of said
house .

The house is finally sold at auction to Andres
Fernandez for 825 pesos , and both plaintiff and
defendant ars satisfied with the r esu l t s, the cost
of Court amounting to 73 pesos , 6 rea1es payable



by plaintiff .
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(Signed)
"
"
"
"
"

Andres Fernandez
Antonio Mendez
John Mackey
Juan Ventura Morales
Lie . Ortega
Pedro Pedesclaux

Clerk of Court .
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(Signed) P . Aubry

24(a)/0.

(Signed) I4iro
Postigo

CASE OF
DON PEDRO AUBRY

VS.
A FREE NEGRESS NAl.lED URSULA

DOCUMENT #2504
BOX 58

The Court granted the above petition and or­
dered that Don Antonio O'Neill. Governor of Pensa­
cola, ask said Negress , to appear before him and
deol are whet her she owed the sum olaimed by the
pet i t i oner .

Plaintiff. mer ohant and res ident of New
Orleans. pet i tioned the Court. alleging that as
Ividenoed by the pr omissor y note duly presented,
the free Negre ss named Ursula , a resident of
Pensacola. is indebted t o him in the pas t due sum
of 134 pesos , and although he had re quested its
payment to said free Neg ress , he had failed to do
so. \Vher e f ore , he be gged the Court to issue in­
struotions to the Governor of said Post of Pens a­
cola, to have the said fre e negress depose whether
she owes said sum and if so , to demand payment of
said debt .

The cost of the prooeedings amounted to 6
pesos 6 realss.

The oase ends here and the outcome of it is
not known.

File # 152 )
lIay 14. 1790 )
Judge. Est evan)
IUr o )
C.C. Rafael )
Perdomo )
pp. 1 - 4 )
Spanish )

-----)



Nant es June 2, 1782.

G. Peyroux Jr .

C. Peyr oux

CASE OF
DON PEDRO CA.'lLOS PEYROUX

VS .
DON GABRIEL PEYROUX

(HIS BROTHm)

DOCUMENT #2505 - (FI LE 161)
BOX 58

EJJUBITI

l4ay 14,
JUdge I

Miro
C. CI Rafael
Perdomo
pp . 1 t o 5
Spanish

I deolare to owe Yr . Peyroux my father , the
sum of 700 livres whi oh I promi1e to return on
demand.

Nant es October 16 - 1773

I deo lare that Pierre Peyroux our eldest son
has loaned us 722 livres which we wi ll r e t urn to
him as soon as possible .

1790 )
Estevan)

)
)
)
)
)

-----)

Plaintiff , a r es i dent of New Orleans peti­
tioned the Court alleging that as evidenoed by
the promissory notes duly presentod , the defen­
dant his br ot he r was indebted to him in the sum
of 140 pesos, and although he had requested said
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DOCUMENT #2505 - (FILE 161)

defendant on various occasions , to set tle the
above debt , he had been unable to seoure same.
Wherefore he beg ged the Court t o obtain froon
the defendant the oust omary oath and deolaration
st at i ng whether or not he was indebted in t he s um
ol a imed by the plaintiff .

The Court granted the above petition.

The Clerk of Court deolared that he had
oalled on the defendant and after having ques ­
tioned him about t he signature affixed on the
promissory note and its oontents , he aoknowl­
edged his signature but he stated that he did
not owe the sum in question to his br ot her , but
to the success ion of his Father .

(Si gned) G. Peyroux
Juan Joseph Dufores t

Wher e f ore I he begged t he Court to issue a
writ of attaohment against the per son and pr oper ­
ty of the defendant i n order to satisfy his ol a im
and t he Cos ts of Court.

(Signed ) Pi er r e Char l e Peyroux,
The Court gr ant ed the above petiti on .

(Signed) lU r o
Postigo

The oase ends her e and the outoome of it i s
not known.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .4



The Court granted the above petition.

(Si gned ) Felipe Guinaul t
Alexandr o.

(Signed) Mira
Postigo

CASE OF
DON ALEXANDRO BAUDIN

vs.
DON roAN ETA. NICOLET

DOCUMENT 2506
BOX 58

On May 20 , 1790, the deputy sherift, ;roaeph
Valle , informed the Court that he had Called on the

~

Pl a i nt i f f , a resident of New Orleans , through
his attorney Don Felipe Gui nsul t , petitioned the Court
alleging that as eVidenced by the Public Sale duly pre­
sented, the defendant, a resident of Punta Cortada, at
present in the City, was indebted to him in the sum ot
1 ,401 pesos Mexican coin, tor four negro slaves , and
although he had requested said defendant on various
occasions, to settle the above debt, he had been unable
to secure same . Wherefore, he begged the Court t o issue
a writ ot attachment against the person and properties
of the defendant in order to satisfy his claim and t he
costs of Court .

File 1728 . )
WIY 18, 1790. )
Judge: )
:a;stevan Miro . 1
c. c. . Pedr o )
pedesclaux )
14 pp. 1
spanish )

1
1
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DOCUMENT 2506
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defendant in order to collect the sum of 1,401 pesos
Mexican coin, end was informed by said defendant, that
he has sufficient mney to pay said cleim, which mney
is in the csre of Don PablO Segond, but regardless of
the aboTe fact the deputy sheriff seized the defendant's
property.

(Signed) Joseph Valler
Pedro Pedesclaux

Don PablO Segond, Wonned the Court, that he
had at the deposition of the Court the said 1,401 pesos.

(Signed) Roul Segond Jr.
Pedro Pedescl~ux

The Court ordered that said PablO Segond return
the sum he has mortgage against the defendant.

(Signed) Mira
Postigo

The Clerk of Court informs the Court that the
defendant has already settled his indebtedness outside
of Court, and begged the Court to authorize Don Louis
Liotau to appraise the costs of Court.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

The cost of the proceedings smunted to 14
pesos 3 reales to be paid by the defendant.
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File 1847. I
May 20, 1790 . I
Judge: Josef Ortega. I
C. C.: P. Pedesclaux. I
16 pp. I
Spanisll I

I_______ _ 1

SAllTIAGO FELIPE GUINAULT
VS.

JOSEF TJ UZI N

(To colI act a debt)

The defendant petitions the Court to seize
a certain credit the defendant has in deposit in the
Tre asury , to cover the past due sum of 164 pesos as
evidenced by a promissory note signed by said defendant
which signature he is asked to identify.

Signed - Felipe GUinault.

The defendant admits that the signature
appended at the foot of the aforesaid note is Ilis, and
that he owes the amount there in stated.

Signed - Tauzin.

The Court orders the defendant to settle
plaintiff 's claim within three ~s, failure to comply
this decr ee will cause the seizure of Ilis credit amount­
ing to 115 pesos deposited in the Treasury for delivery
of tobacco to the Government.

Signed - Lie. Ortega.

The defendant having failed to pay wi thin
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the l imit prescribed by the Cour t, the plaintiff peti­
tions that the Court orders the Treasury t o r el eas e the
credit of 115 pesos belonging to said defendant .

Signed - Felipe GUinault .

The Court i n compliance with t he proceeding
pet ition r eques t s the deposi t ory General t o give t he
plaintif f 115 pes os held in the Treasury , and or ders
that f r om said amount he deducts 24 pes os 5 r eales amount
f or the cos t of Court.

Signed - Lic. Josef Ortega.

___ _ _ _ _ _ _ A



(Signed) Benoit.

(Signed) pupi er .

(Signed) Williams Stirto

PROCEEDI GS n:STlTUTED BY
DON SANTIAGO HOLLIER
IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A

PERMIT TO SELL FIVE NEGROES

Translation of the 5 pr omi ssory notes written in French .

-----------"",

I certify to have received from Mr. Jacques
Hollier , 3& silver pounds in currency of Connecticut,
value of a 12 year old negro called York.

St . Pier r e , Martinique , March 3, 1790.

St . Pi er r e, Martinique , January 12 , 1790 .

St . Pi er r e, Mar t inique , January 22 , 1797 .

DOCUMENT 2508.
BOX 58.

I cer tify to have sold and del i ver ed to Mr .
J acques Holl ier , a slave cal l ed Jacques , f r om
Guadeloupe , for the price of 21 moedes , that he has

paid cash .

Received from Mr . Olier the sum of 2 ,500 livres
for a slave named Re~ that I sold to him .

Pile 1858 . 1
ay 21 , 1790 .)

Judge I Joseph)
Ortega. )
C. Col Pedr o 1
Pedesc lame . 1
9 pp , 1
Spanish and )
French . 1
- - --- )



•
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(Si gned) J ac ques Holl ier

Corne.(Signed)

__________ ,4

The Cour t granted petit ioner ' s prayer and ordered
him t o present his Wi t nesse s, i n compliance with which
order Don Joseph Songy, age 21 , years , and Don Manuel
Franc isco Ga11ando age 19 , appeared and unde r oath de ­
clared that the said ne 0 slaves be longed to the

peti tioner .

(Signed) Songy
Manuel Fr anc isco Ga11ando
Pedro Pedesc1aux .

(S i gned ) Le Baron de l 'Estang.
Capt ain of the ~, at Martinique .

Plaintiff , r es i dent of New Orleans , petitions
the Cour t , a l l eg ing that as evidenced by the f ive promis ­
sory note s he duly presents , he had purchased at
Martuni ca (Martinique) five slaves whi ch he brought to
New Orleans on board t he Brigantines named El
Guipuscuano and La Amabl e Fel iciana , t he Masters of
wh ich wer e Don Estevan Pedes J aux and Don N. Milot ,
r especti vely, both r esidents of sai d Pos t . 'Nherefore
i n order to sell t he sai d slave and pr ove h i s right-
fu l ownership , he of fe r ed to submi t de posi tions of
witnesses who were t o t est i fy t o tha t ef fec t .

St . Pierre , Martinique , Jan . 22 , 1790 .

DOCUMENT 2 508 .
BOX 58.

St . Pierre , January 15, 1790.

1 certify to have sold and delivered to Mr . Hauly
my mulatto named Seraphin for the price of 38 moedes
cash.

1 cer t i f y to have sold my negress named
Francoi se, to Mr . Jacques Hol lier , for the sum of 1,300
11vres cash .
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The Court, after having exami ned t he records of
the proceedi ngs granted 'he petitioner 's prayer and
decreed tha t he was permitted to se ll h is slaves .

(S i gned ) Attorney J oseph de Ortega

The Court ordered Don Louis Liotau to appra i se
the costs of Court and that saree be paid by the
pet it ioner .

(Si ed) Lui s Lio t au
Pedro Pedesc laux.

The costs of Cour t amounted t o 4 pesos . 6 r ea l es .



File 1990. )
May 22, 1790. )
'J udge I Estavan)
Hi r o. )
C. C. I Pedro )
Pedesolaux. )
3 pp. )
Spanish and )
Fr-eneh , )

---- - )

DOCUMENT 2509 .
BOX 58 .

CASE OF
DON PEDRO SAURE

VS.
ST. KART IN

Pedro Sauve , as exeoutor of the Estata of Pedro
Bidou Herbert , pet i tioned the Court al l egi ng that as
evidenoed by the pr omis sory note dul y pr esented , St .
Mart in was i ndebt ed t o t he succes s i on of Bi dou i n
the s um of 1228 pe sos , and alt hough he had r equested
said St . Mar t i n on vari ous oooas i ons , to settle t he
above debt , he had been unable t o seoure same.

Wher ef or e , he begged the Court t o obtain fr om
the defendant the oustomary oath and deol arat i on
stat i ng whether or not he was i ndebted i n t he sum
olaimed by t he exeoutor of the suooession , he a l s o
stated that said deolaration be r el eased t o t he
exeoutor of the suooess ion, for fur ther prooeedings .

(Si gned) Vi oent e Gonza l es .

The Cour t gr ant ed the above peti t i on .

(Sig ned) Mi r o
Pos t igo

The Clerk of Court deolared that he had oalled
on the said St . Mart i n , but t hat he oould not be found
i n NeW' Orleans .

(Signed) Pedro Pedesolaux

The oase ends here and t he oosts of Court , paid
by the pl ai nt i f f , amounted to 2 peso , 1 real .
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~ile 1761, prgviously dated :~y 26 , 1790

s~ould be dated ~uly 5, 1790.

Pr oceedings instituted b Juan Cara':lallo to estaJl is :
the cvnsr-ship of tl··o slaves .
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The Court orde r s that the Co~~der of For t
ppalaohe quest ion the Indian Inlitkie , and Alzar

about t he sale and owner ship of the negress and he r
ohild , and order ed that said slaves be pl aoed under
the oare of the Depo si tory General .

(Signed) Es t e van Miro
L;; o , rost igo
Ped ro Pede solaux

In the meantime Juan Bta . Cors introduoes in
Court letters and oertifioat es from Alzar, Josef
Monroy , Commander of for t Apalaoho and f r om Panzaoola,
to pr ove t hat he i s t he rightful owner of the negr es s
slave and her son, and pet i t i ons the Court to return
him said slaves and allO'N him to sell t hem.

(Signed) Rafael Cors
Ant oni o Mendez .

The Court releases the two slaves to Cors but
orders him not to dispose of t hem until the dooument s
from fort Apalaohe arrive .

(Si gned) Estevan Mi r o
Lcdo, Serrano .

Caraballo through his at torney pr esent s to the
Court several depositions inoluding one from the
Indian Inlitke by whioh he deolares that he i gnores
what arrangements existed between t he pet i t i oner and
Alzar , he deolares that he as pa i d by Caraballo who
still owed him a small ba lanoe on t he ~NO slaves he
sold him , and t hat Alzar had t ried to oonvinoe the
de ponent t o kill said pet it i oner , t her ef or e with suoh
proof s Caraballo asks t he Court to deolare him owner
of the slaves in quest i on .

(Signed) Pedro Olivier

1\



(Signed ) Alzar
Fco . de Sales Badi l lo .

Alzar ol oses aski ng the Cour t to appoint experts
to pass upon the aut hent ioi t y of the marks made by the
Indian Inlitke .

Finally if Caraballo had been the t rue owner of
said slaves why did he go to Mobile to sell them when
he oould have easily disposed of them at fort !palaohe?

4 .DOCU1lENT 2510.
BOX 58 .

In presenting the evidenoe , Alz ar explains that
the two s l ..ves belong r i ghtfully to him, that Caraballo
is trying to app ropriate them and only the opportune
ar r i val of Cors at Mobi le had prevented his disposing
of them, ..s the witnesses had t e st ified .

(Signed) Josef Vidal
Josef Barriales
Manuel de Gayoso de Lemos
Juan Girault
Ramon Aras .

Fi ~ witnesses aoknowledged knowing both litigants ,
and declare that they never knew Car ..ballo to own
property, th..t Alzar used to help said C..r ..ballo but
were not busine s s partners , that Alzar had delivered
to Caraballo a negr ess and her child to sell them among
the Indians , but that Caraballo had taken them to
Mobile to dispose of them as his own but was pr event ed
by Cors who in the meantime had purohased them from
Alzar fo r 350 pesos . Final ly that one Ber t ucat who
s uoceeded the Comnander at fort Apalache at the time
of all the above developments was t he enemy of Alzar
and on f riendly terms with Caraba l l o .

Alzar then gi ves a ques t i onary t o the Court
and r e quest s t hat several witnesses located in
different looalities answer it ac cordingly.
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In t he meant ime Alzar arrives in New Orleans
and i nforms t he Court t hat in orde r to fr ee Cor s of
t his litigation, he is wi l l ing to r e imburse him the
value of the two s laves i n orde r t hat he , Alzar !!JAy
pr ooeed with the oase as r i ght ful owner of s aid slaves ,
and asks t he Court to aooept evidenoe .

(Si gned) Rafae l Cor s
Fer.nando Alzar

The Court gr ant s t he peti t ion and allows a
oertain period in whio h both l i tigants sho uld pre sent
whatever evidenoe they may deem neoes sary .

(Signed) Carondele t
Vidal
Pedro Pedesol aux
Clerk of Court

Caraballo through his attorney pet i t i ons the
Court to order t hat a deposition be taken fr om
several witnes ses in fort Apalaohe i noluding the
I ndian I nlit ke .

(Si gned) Manue l de Justis
Calvo .

On reoeiving :\rhe order from the Court t he
Commander of For t Apalaohe deolares that the majorit~,

of t he witnesses who were in sai d fort when Caraballo
and Alzar began t o have diffioulties , were no longer
there , t he C~der deolares that t her e was no one
who oould identif~' the signatures on some dooume nts
that Carabal l o wanted as evidenoe .

(Signed) Diego de Vega .



CaraballO appeals the oase because he objeots to
ths payment of the costs of Court.
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By appointment of t he Court , Pedro Pe desolaux ,
and Carlos Ximenez compare the two origina l marks
made by the Indian Inlitke and de olare that they
belong to two diff er ent pe r sons .

( Signed ) Carlos Ximene z
Pedro Pedesolaux

en February 13 , 1798. after e i ght years of
litigation whioh went through the j urisdiot i on of
three different governors , the Court pr onounoed Al zar
rightful owner of the negress slave and her ohild, and
ordered that Caraballo pay 128 peso s of Court oosts.
Alzar 118 pes os , and besides that bo th litigants
equally share the expenses of 88 pesos.

(Signed) I.!al uel Gayoso de Lemos
Manuel Serrano
Pedro Pedesolaux

Clerk of Court.

j

I
i

I
The Court grants the appeal. warning Caraballo t.~t I

if after four months beginning with the sailing of the
first ship to Havana the Court there faUs to aooept
the oase, the sentenoe shall become effeotive.

(Signed) Manuel Gayaso de Lemos
Manue1 Serrano
Pedro Pedesolaux

Clerk of Court.
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F11e 220. )
JUdE;e: Estevan)
Ll1ro. )
C. C.: Rafael )
Perdomo. )
10 pages. )
Spanish )
-----)

<aSE OF
J.AI)(E :oollRELL

VS
llALDlBO TOl.IAS

Plaintiff. a resident of New Orleans,
peti tioned the Court alleging that as evidenced
b)r the pr omi ssory note. the defendant Custodian
of the Royal Revenues of this City, Was indebted
to him in the sum of 200 pesos. and although he
had requested said defendant on various occasions,
to settle the above debt, he had been unable to
secure same. Wherefore he begged the court to
obtain from the defendant the customary oath and
declaration stating "hether or not"he was indebted
in the sum claimed b)r the plaintiff.

(Signed) Santiago Borrell

The Court granted the above peti tion.

(Signed) Il1ro
Postigtl

On May 7th, 1790, before the pressnt Court
Clen, the defenden t depo sed that he was 32 years
old and identified the signature in question as
his own, he also acknowledged owing the said debt.

(Signed) llaldirio Tomas.



The cost of the proceedings amounted to 19
pesos 1 real, to be paid by the defendant.

2.
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Plain t iff therefore begged the Court to issue
a wri t of a t tachment ag ainst the perso n and proper ty
of t he defendant in order to satisfy hi s claim and
the cost of court.

(Signed) Santi 8€O Borrell

The Court grant ed the above peti tion.

( Signe d) I4iro
Postigo

On June 2, 1792, the deputy sheriff, Joseph
Valle, informed the Court that he had called on
the defendant in order to collect t he sum of 200
peeos, but as the defendant did not settle his
obligation, he seized his property.

(Signed) Joseph ValIer

Plaintiff, informed the Court th".t the defendant
had settled his indebtednese out of Court, and begged
to eppraise the costs of Court.

(Signed) Santiago Borrell

The Court granted the above peti tion.

( Signed) I4iro
Postigo



151 pp.
Spanish.

Fil e 223. )
Hay 26, 1790. )
Judge: Gov. II1ro . )
C. C.: R. PerdolllO. )

)
)

--- - - - - )

DOCID<lENT 2512.
BOX 58.

OFFICIAL CRII4INAL PROCEEDINGS
I NSTITUTED AGAINST SEVERAL
NEGRO B.A..'IDITS AS 1iELL AS
FRANCI sea VInA.RTB:.

On~ 26, 1790 Gov. IUro is informed of a
formal co mplaint of robber.1 commit t ed in the hou se of
Juan Zerrada on the nigh t of the 18th of t he curr en t
month. Gov. Mi r o i mmediately orders an inves t i gation
made with the assistance of Don Juan del Po stigo
Aud1tor of War.

Juan Zerrada app ears before t he Court and de­
clares under oath t hat on the night of the 18th he
was robbed of several articles mos t ly we aring ap­
parel from his rosidence and he furnishes a l ist of
them. consequently he is a sked if he has suspicions
on anybody, and he answers that he has reasons to
believe that the thief is a negro slave belonging to
Don Gabriel Peyroux, named Pedro, because he has seen
him wear some of the stolen articles.

(Signed) Estevan Miro (Signed) Po stigo , Attorney

Gov. Miro issues an order to the effect t hat the
negro slave of Don Gabriel Peyroux named Pedro appear
before the Court and declare under oath to t he charges
made against him qy Juan zerrada concerning the afor e­
said robber.1, therefore Pedro appears and declare s
that he is a native and r esident of t his City, twenty
seven years old, single, wagon driver qy trade , and
slave of Don Gabriel Peyroux: his declaration con-
tilIl1es as follOWS: T'a.at he was arrested by Juan Zerrada,
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that he ignores by whose orders, but that he believes
that the cause is for the robbery which he RdmltS to
have committed in the residence of Juan Zerrada, he
further declares that his accomplices in the said
robbery are loIanuel Vidarte , Tavern Keeper by trade,
11 ving in the lower floor of the main house of Don Juan
Mercier; and another man Whose name he ignores but
t hat he e sme to this Oi ty from Natch1 toches as an
oarBlllsn on a boat.

Consequently Juan :Bautista Cariat is brought
before the Court as the suspec ted third party in the
r obbe17, and having made his declaration under oath,
sever al Witnesses are gummoned to testify in behalf
of the accused in or der to establish his innocence in
t he robbery. The Court having heard these declarations
grants Juan :Bautista Cariat his freedom.

( Signed) Mir o (Signed) Post igo

!!he Cour t or ders t he sei zure of the property
of Wanuel Vi darde which later i s sold at pUbl i c
auction pro duc i ng the sum of 32 pesos and 5 reales,
whi ch sum is set aside in or der to defraY the Court's
expenses.

After a leng t by hearing t he Cour t or de r s the ap­
praisal of costs to be paid on a pro-rata basis, if
the sum pro duce d by the aucti on of the pr op er ty of
Francisco Vidarte proves to be insuffic i en t.

(Signed) Carondelet (Signed) Vidal
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File 1891. 1
Ml\v 26, 1790. )
Judge I 1
J. Ortega 1
c. Col Pedro )
Pedesc 1aux . I
French. 1
Snanish. 1
5 rm , 1
____I

PETITI ON OF
JOSEPH PLACIDE LAIlRIEUX

TO OllTAIN PERMISSION
TO SELL A NEGRO SLAVE

J~senh P1ac ide Larrieux , r es i dent and
merchan t of this City , having r eceived a written re­
oues t f rom widow Deff osses !rcheveque Thi bault , of
Guarico (Santo Domingo), to sell a negro slave of
her ownership, at best possible price, pet i t ions
the court to receive the tes t imony of t he wi tnes ses
he will pres ent and when this mat ter is settled to
allow him to sell said slave as per r eouest abovs
mentioned.

(Signed) J~ Placide Larrieu

The Court grants above petition and
ordsrs the witnesses to appear in court, to make
the deo1aration demanded b7 petitioner.

(Signed) Ortega

In Hew Orleans, May 27, 1790, Joseph
P1aoide ~rrieux presentsl

James Castaing
Don Pedro Rousseau
Francisoo Lui s Mor i n

Who deo1ared under oath that the s ignature affixed
on eno10sed not e is of the Widow Thibault.
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(Signed) Pierre Rous seau
C"'sta1lUl:

Frsco. L. Mor in

In Tie. or the dec laration or said
witnesses the Court permits the petitioner to
sell said slaTe .

Petitioner is to pal th e Court Cost
which amounted to - 6 pesos 4 reales .

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux
.Jossf ortega .
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File 2005 . )
May 26 , 1790. )
Judge I Estevan)
lolir o . )
C. C. I Pedr o )
Pedeso 1aux . )
5 pp. )
Spanish . )

---- - )

CASE OF
LOUIS VERRET

VS .
JUAN GRE'rIEN

Loui s Ver ret , a r es ident of Laf our oh Che1imochas ,
at present i n New Orleans , t hrough hi s att orney , Fel ipe
GUinau1t , pet i t i oned the Court alleging that as evi­
denoed by t he Publ i c deed , duly pre sented , Don Juan
Gr et i en, a resident of the Pos t of Ataoapas , was in­
debted to him i n the sum of 600 pe s os , and t hat not­
withs tanding the faot t hat his ~ropertie s have been
attaohed and p1aoed at public auotion they could not
be sold beoause of the shortage of cash pr evailing in
that Post . Vfuer e fo r e the pet it i oner bOGged the Court
to i ssue a warrant instruoting the Com.mandant of the
Post of Atacapas , Don Juan De 1a Vi11ebeuve , to forward
t o this Court enough property of the defendant i n order
that they may be sold at pub1io auotion and \vi t h the
prooeeds thereof payment be made of my claim and the
costs of these pr ooeedi ngs .

(Signed) Louis Verret
Felipe Gui nau1t

The Court gr ant ed the above pet i t i on. and order ed
the said Commander to pl ace ~~e defendant 's pr opertie s
at pUb1io auotion, and its prooeeds be forwarded t o
t his Court .

(S igned) :Mi r o
Postigo

The Case is inoomp1ete and the outcome is not
known.
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J'1le 1736. )
Kq 27, 1790. )
Judge: Ortega. )
C. C.: Pedro )
Pedesclaux. )
13 pp. )
Spanish. )

-----)

CASE OF
P:EIlRO BONNE

VS.
FRANCISCO MELIZIT.

The plaintiff, a resident of the opposite
side of the river, tbroU&h his Attorney J'eUpe
GuineJ1,lt, petitions the Court, alleging that 8S

evidenced by the promissor:; note that he presents,
the defendant is indebted to him in the SWIl of
445 pesos, and that elthoU&h on vanou.. occasiona
he has requested pqment, of said sum the defendant
has failed to pay the debt, wherefore he begs the
Cou.rt to ask the defendant to appelU' and declare whether
he owes the awn and to identity his e1gnature.

( Signed) Felipe Guinanl t

The Court granted the above petition.

(Signed) ,Attorney Ortega

On Kq 28, 1790, the defendant appears before
the Court and declares that the signature on the
prom1ss017 note Was his and that he was indebted
to the plaintiff for above amount.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux
• J. )lel1zet.

As the defendant has acknowledged said debt,
the plaintH'f petitions the Court w issue a writ
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of attachment against the properties of the
defendant in order to satisfy his claim and
the costs of Court.

(Signed) Felipe GI11nault

The Court grants the above petitione.

(Signed) .Attorney Ortega
• Pedro Pedesclaux

Don Henrique Mentzinger, made opposition
for 445 pesos alleging that llonns had no right
to collsct from Uelizet the sum he claimed
because llonne had ceded him said sum in PB11Dent
of a debt, wherefore he begs the Court to order
that Meli zet pay him the sum claimed.

(Signed) Enrlq. l4entzinger

The plaintiff agroed to let Mentzinger have
this claim, and asked the Court to notify the
defenden t to pay the said sum to Henrique
Mentzinger, as he requested in his opposition.

( Si gn ed) Felipe GI11nault

The co st of the proceedings lIlllOun ted to
11 pesos 7 reales to be paid by the plaintiff.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4



(Signed) P. Sauve .

The Court gr ant s the pet i t i on but the record
ends here and the outoome of the oase is unknown.

(Signed) Psdro Sauve
Felipe Guinault .

PEDRO SAUVE
VS.

PEDRO NITARD .

(To oolleo t a debt)

DOCUMENT 2516 .
BOX 58 .

*original i8 miss ing . as too Court returned it to
the plaintiff.

Tho plaintiff again petitions the Court to
i ssue a writ of exeoution against the defendant
who i s in New Orleans .

The pl a i nt i ff petitions the Cour t t o issue a
writ of seizure against the proper ty of t he defendant ,
a res ident of t he post of Arcanzas , who i s i ndebted
to said pl ai nt i f f in the sum of 656 pesos , as evi­
denoed by tho dooument he II" esents . -

(Si gned ) Estevan Mi r o
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court .

The Court or der s that Ignaoio Deligno Chalmet ,
oommander at the post of Aroanzas receive ins tructions
to ask said defendant to settle plaintiff '. claim.

File 2516 . )
Ilay 28 , 1790 . )
JUdge : E. Ki r o . )
C. C. s Pedr o )
Pedesclaux. )
12 pp . )
Spanish . )

--- --)

------------,..
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File 222 . )
Kay 31, 1790. )
Judge I Estevan)
Ki r o . )
C. C.I Rafael »
Perdomo.
6 pp. )
Spanish . )

------')

I NFOlWATI ON GIVEN BY
DON JUAli DAVIS , RESIDENT OF KENTUCKY
RmARDIW A POl'/ER OF ATTORNEY GIVEN

HIK BY DON I SHAl4 FALBOT FRCJl SAID
STATE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF

SELLING TWO SLAVES.

NOTE
Power of Attorney

I do hereby certify that I have delivered unto
1Ir. John Davis , two Negr oe s , one a man named AbrsJuun,
the other & girl named Darkes and I give the said Davis
full power to dispose of as he shall th1:ak pr oper .
Given under my hand this tenth day of Karoh 1790 - --

To whom it may ooncern

Test

(Signed) Edmund Falbot
Jsham Falbot Sr.

Don Juan Davis, a resident of Kent ucky , at present
in New Orleans , petitioned the Court , alleging that as
evidenoed by the above power of attorney he has been
empowered to sell the two slaves therein mentioned, and
that in order to prove that he has the r i gh t to sell
the said slaves , he offers to present the son of Falbot
&s witness , who at present is in New Orleans .

(Signed) Jhom. Davis.
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'rho Court granted tho above potition.

(Signed) Miro
Postigo

On the 1st of June 1790, the Court Clerk edminis­
terod to the son of' Falbot the oust=ary oath and ob­
taiIlfld his deposition regarding the authority of hia
father's signature and his OlIn whioh he aokn01l'ledged.
Be also obtaiIlfld similar depositiona from Don Juan
Josef Durorest, and WUgn Mogary.

(Signed) Edmund Falbot
Juan Josef' Durorest
Wugh Mogary
Rafael Perdomo

In view of the witnesses deposition the Court
authorizes the petitioIlflr to sell said slave .

(Signed) Miro
Poatigo

Petitioner is to pay the Court oosts which
amounted to 10 pesoa 6 rea1es .
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File 1902. )
June 1, 1790. )
JUdge: Almonester. )
C. C.: P. Pede sclanx. )

)
)

--------}

P.IlOCEEDINGS INSTI TUTBlD :BY
OONi UAllI.A. l.4ASSIOU .Am>
OO!U. scrs.uu. CLAlR!I!E.A.U

VERSUS
THE TEST.A.LlENT.A.RY OF DONi
IWU.A.N1 LE!OClumn:t!R

For the settlement of an Inheri tence

The plaintiff, Dona Maria Me.ssiou, wido'll' of
Pedro Clairteau representing her minor children, and
~sana Clairteau, 'lI'ido'll' of :Bartholome lIass1OU, 'lI'ho
represents her own children, both parties being resi­
dents of Saintes in France, appear before the Court
in the testamentary proceedings of Dona Ilariana
Letourneur, 'lI'1dow by first marriage of Don Juan
:Bllllthta Guesdon, and by second marriage of Don Pedro
Santllly', end peti tioning the Court to order the
translation, from the French into the Spanish language,
of nine documents which she submi te to Court, in or­
der to establish her claims on behalf of the parties
'lI'hich she represents, as legitimate heirs of the
aforesaid deceased Guesdon; and once they are exe­
cuted, that she be given certified copies of said
documents, as 'lI'ell as of the records of the test&­
mentary proceedings of the said Guesdon, and of his
deceased'll'ife lIariana Letourneur.

( Signed) Mati IIassiou.

The Court grants the peti tion of the plaintiff
and ordera the translation of the documents by Don
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EsteTe.u de ~iiones. and once this is executed, to
deliver same to peti tioner together wi th the certi­
fied copies of the records of the testamentary pro­
ceedi%l6s of Guesdon and Letourneur which she requests.

(Signed) Almonaster. (Signed) Po stigo.

The plaintU'f aclmowlellges receipt of the trens­
lations as well as of the certified copies of the re­
cords of the testllJllElntary proceedi%l6s of Guesdon
Letourneur and Santi1ly. and presents an inventory
of all the assets left by the deceased Guesdon, who
she claims to be her uncle. These assets amount to
the sum of 30.680 livres and 9 sols, without including
four ci tT lots, furni me, end various other articles.

The Court forwards oertified copies of the records
of these prooeedings to Don Pedro Favrot. Captain of
the permanent Regiment of this Post, testamenta17
executor and universal heir of the properties left
by the death of Dona Uariena Letourneur. Widow of
Don Pedro Santi1ly. Captain Favrot prBTs the Court
to dismiss this case on the grounds that the peti­
tioners have not submitted su1'ficient evidence to
prove that they are the only living relatives of the
deceased Gueedon.

(Signed) Pedro Favrot•

.After a lengtbT 11 tigation the Court orders the
cencellat i on of a IIlOrtgege note given by the plaintiff
as bond, ae well as that :f'u.rnished by Don Valentin
Roberto ",vart for the Lieutenant Colonel Don Pedro
J'avrot. who will PeY the Court costa of the laet pro­
ceedings; further decreeing that the case is officially
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closed in what concerns the partt tion of the pro­
perty, but is to be merely llUBpended in what con­
ce r ns the distribution of same, until the time in
which the heirs of the deceased Gueodon mq be Ii&­
tini tely established.

(Signed) G. Fomver gne . (Signed) 14e.rme1 serrano •
.ltt.

The Court coots lIIl'Ounted to 91 pesos end 5 raales.
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CHA.."'!LES \fHI~

APPLTING FOR .A. PASSPORT
IN ORDER TO LEAVE THE
COLONY.

Cbnrles '1hi te, a resident of New Orleans•
....ishing to obtain a passport to leave this Province,
petitions the Court to issue said passport. regard­
l e s s of the efforts made to the contrary. by Don
Claudio Francisco Giraud, merchant of Ne.... Orleans,
....ho prevents him f rom securing same on the ground­
that petitioner is r e spon sibl e for the debts of his
father ....herea s . petitioner informs the Court that
he i s free f r om MY debts end not responsible for
hi s f ather ' s obligati on . Petitioner then begs the
Court t ha t said passpor t be issued to him. so that
he may be able to proceed ....ith his trip .

( Signed) Charle s Whi te

The Cour t granted the above pet! tion and ordered.
t hat the passport r eque s t ed by peti tioner be issued..

( Signed) Wiro
Postigo



DOClThI!!:NT 2544.
BOX 59.

PROCUllIHGS J'OR TEE SE'l'TLEIlIEH!r
(g THE EST~ OF JtWi BlUTISU

DtIIlEL

)
)

de)
)
)
)
)
)
)

------)

~~~) :rile 1802.
JUM 4, 1790.
JUdges: Josef
Ortega. Juan
Ilorales.
C. C.: Pedro
Pedescla=.
Spanish.
317 pp.

SUccession of JUan Bantista Dural

In the City of Hew Orleans, on June 4, 1790, Don
Josef de Ortega, senior Judge and counsellor of the
rOTal court, upon notification received of the death
of Don Juan :Bautista Durel. on the SBJlle daT, ordere
the cleric of the court to proceed to the premises of
the deceased, end venfT the death of the said Durel;
the ccro.rt also instructs the cleric to seal the proper-­
tTl and to collect the keTs thereto, as a measure of
protection, in the interest of an absent heir.

(Signed) Jo sef de Ortega
Pe dro Pe de acll!ll1X,
llOtarT public

The court clerk testifies to the death of Juan
:Bautista Darel, and complies with the preceding court
order.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclanx

On June 5, 1790. the court ordere the court clerk
to incorporate in the records of this process the last
Will end testament of Juan llantista Du.rel.
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(cont'd. )

(Signed) Lh. do Ortaga
PI!dro Pede sclBlU:

The court clerk cOlllpl1es wi th the preceding court
order wi th a cop,. drawn from the original dDcwoent;
the original Was executed b7 the SalDS clerk in the ci t,­
of Jln Orleans, on Kay- 30, 1790, and reveals the fol­
10Wingl

That Juan Bautista Durel Was married to Dona
Cicilla Le breun (deceased) and frolll that marriage the,.
had the follOWing children I Doiia Maria Rosa Durel (de­
ceased), wife of Miguel J'ortier; Don J'ranciaco DlIrel;
Dona Maria J'el1ciana, wife of Don Elias !routan Beauregard;
Juan Bautista Durel; Visino Darel; Dona Victoria Durel,
wife of J'lorencio Bazille; Dona Emaie Dare1 , wife of
Don Santiago J'ortier.

That l8.ga.el J'ortier, is designated testamentar,­
executor.

That the proceeds frolll the auction sale of all his
properties - houllSbold goods, real estate, slaves; and
the collection of all outstanding debts be divided into
seven equal parts, and each one of his sU: children is
to receive one seventh of the entire proceeds of his
estate, the remaining portion is beqUllatMd to the five
children of Don Migl1el J'ortier and Dona Maria Rosalia
Darel (deceased), Il8llIBd Juan, Julia J'el1ciana, I8.guel,
Victoria and Edmon J'ortier.

Executed in the city of Jlew Orleans, Kay- 30, 1790.
Signed by Juan Bantista Darel before the follOWing wit­
nesses l lrencisco Braguier, Guillermo Marte and Pedro
Dapaln. Also present and signingl Jean Batiste Jhlrel,
J' . Braguier, G. Harre, Pierre Do.paln.
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(Signed) Pedro pedesclaux

On June 7, 1790. The court eppoints J'elipe
Guinanlt, as attome7 and legal advisor in behalf of
an absent heir Il&lIIEld Dona Victoria Durel.

(Signed) Liz. do Josef de Ortega

J'elipe OoJ.nanlt, attorne7, accepts the eppoint­
lIlent, and swears to execute fai thful17 the dnties con­
ferred upon him, and names Kiguel Go ez as his gnarantor.

(Signed) Miguel de Juan Gomez (Signed) J'elipe
Guinault

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

The court re-s.ffirms the ~pointment, and orders
t hat the record of the process be delivered to Felipe
GuinaJl1t, to act as he Me7 deem best in his capac1t7

of legal advisor.

( Signed) Liz. do Jo sef de Ortega

1Ir. and IIrs. Santiago Fortier aPPoint Juan Boulie.
as their representative in the settlement of the estate
of the said Juan :BaJ1tista DIlrel.

Santiago Felipe Quinault, attorne7, representing
the absent heiress. petitions the court to order that
the inventory of the propert7 be made and the appraise­
ment to be done b7 pa.blic appraisers 8PPointed b7 the
court.

The court orders that the heirs be notif1ed of the
preceding peti tion. and that their reply be Bl1bmi tted to
the court for examnation.
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Don Miguel :Portier, testaJDentary executor, and
all the heirs, 1man1mous17 concurred wi th the pet! tion.

On J1me 10, 1790. The court orders that the in­
vento%7 and appraisement be made without dela;r, and
appoints Vizente langui and ,ldrian de la Place as ap­
praisers.

On June 10, 1790. Don Josef de Ortego., Senior
Judge, proceeded to the premises of the deceased, and
in the presence of the heirs, and wi th the assistance
of the court clerk and the pu.bl1c appraisers, begins
to take inventor,. and to appraise the property", which
consists of the entire stock of a dr,. goods store,
fumi ture, and furnishings, real estate, slaves, promis­
so%7 notes, and other negotiable papers: the inventory
and ~raisement Was completed on June 16, 1790. The
record does not show the total value at which the prop­
erty" Was estimated.

Felipe Guinault, attorne7 for the absent heir,
pe t1 tions the court to approve the inventory, and to
decree the sale of all of the property", on terms Jllaturing
not later than ten months from the date of sale.

On June 17, 1790, the court orders that all the
heirs to the said IlUCcession be notified of the pre­
ceding peti tion: the peti tion was 1manimously approved
~ the heirs.

On June 19, 1790. The court ~roves the inventor,.,
and orders the town crier to announce the sale of the
property as previously stipulated. !he town crier re­
ports that on June 19, 22, and 26 he has complied with
the preceding decree.
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On June 28, 1790, the court sets June 30, 1790, as
the deY' to begin the sale of the said proper ty, which
is to be continued until completed.

do(Signed) Liz. Ortega

On June 30, 1790, Don Josef de Ortega, Senior
JUdge, p roceeded to t he premise s of the de ceased to
begin the sale of the p rope r t y aJld all effects, a s
provided by t he last will aJld te stament of said de­
ceased. wi th the a ssistaJlce of t he court clerk, who
recorded each sale: the total sale was completed on
July 9, 1790. The record doe s not show the total
amount derived from the said sale.

felipe GuinaJl1t, attorney for Dona Victoria Durel,
absent heir to the said succession, petitione the court
for the apprai sement of t he court co s t of the proceed.­
ings, stating t hat it will be paid by Don lUgu.el f or t i e r ,
testamentary executor of the said succession.

(Signed) J'el1pe Guinaul t

On sept. 6, 1790, the court grants peti tioner' s
preyer. The total cost of the proceedings amount to
284 pesos aJld 5 reales.

On~ 7, 1791, the heirs to the succession of
JUaJl Bautista Darel, peti tion the court to order the
court clerk to deliver to them the record of the pro­
ceedings, for whatever purpose they may deem necessary.

(Signed) )I. Jortier .Antonio IoIendez
In.Soulie Vrsin Darel (sic )
francois (sic) Darel B. Darel.
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On Ils;r 7, 1791 , the court grants petitioner's
pr eYer .

(Signed) J. Korales
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Don Miguel Fortier , merohant and Captain of
~ilitia and Artillery of t he City , informed the
Court t ha t in t he mont h of February , 1788 , he
sailed t o t he Kingdoms of Spain and Fra."loe and
while he wo.s traveling there his wifs , Madame
Rosa Durel , died intestate in the month of Septem­
ber of the same year , adding t hat during his a.b­
senoe (he returned in Deoember, 1789) no i nventory
of the estate of his late wife was made , therefore ,
he begged the Court that an inventory be taken in
order that he be appointed Testamentary Exeoutor
a."ld custodian of his minor ohildren.

) PROCEEDINGS I NSTITUTED IN
) COllSE~UENCE OF rHE DEATH OF
) DONA ROS DUREL
)INVENT ORY AND APPRAISAL OF HER ESTATE.

)
)
)
)

-----)

File *266
June 5 , 1790
Judge I Estevan
Wi r o
C.G. Rafael
Perdomo
Pages 1 t o 63
Spanish

(Si gned) Miohel Fortier

On January 5 , 1790, Don Estevan Mi r o granted
the above petition and requested that Don Juan
Dorotheo del Postigo , auditor of War , Judge of
the Royal Audienoe of Guadalajara be present when
taking said inventory.

(Signed) Estevan Mi r o
Postigo
Rafael Perdomo
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Pile 1781. )
une 5, 1790. )

Judge 1 1
Estevan Mi r o . l
C.C.I Pedro )
Pedesclaux. )
16 pp . )
Spanish. 1

)
"e':"o:::"nc::-e"'r=n:"'ll"::ng-=-Tth~e·

PROCEEDINGS I NSTITUTED BY
DON LORENZO CALICX

VS .
DON PEDRO LEDOUX.

payment of two lost promissory notes.

(Signed) Joseph Petestiene
Pedr o Pede sclaux.

Lorenzo Calick alias Beauchamp, a resident of
New Orleans , petitions the Court alleging that i n the
Court of Don Josep de Ortega, there is a record which
shows that he had los t certain promissory notes , one
of which is for the sum of 400 pesos, current silver ,
execut ed by Don Pedro Ledoux in his f avor carrying the
purchase of two slaves sold by petition t hr ough Ant oni o
Taraboche , of Opelousas, and that although he had re­
ques ted the defendant on various occasions t o settle
t he above debt, he had been unable to secure same.
Wherefore he begged the Court to issue instructi ons t o
the Commander of Ope l ousas , Don Nicolas Forstall to
order payment in acc ordance with the statement made by
t he witness Don Santiago Bavent and Joseph llallestrines,
and to obtain from the defendant the cus t omary oath
and declaration stating whether or not he was indebted
in t he sum claimed by the plaintiff .

(Signed) Aruego de Calich
Felipe Guinaul t

The Court granted pe titioner's pr~er and ordered
him to present his witnesses , in comp l i ance with which
order Don Antonio llenabel , Don Juan llaut i s t a Pechoux

nd Don Santiago Lemaire , appeared and declared that it
is true that the plaintiff had lost the notes in
ques tion.
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The Court, af t er having examined the records
of the prooeedings granted the petitioner's pr~er.
and ordered the Commander of that post, to collect
~rom the defendant the sum of 400 pe sos.

Is i gnedl lUro
post i go .

The outcome of t he case is not known, and
the costs of Court amounted to 21 pesos at reales .



(Signed) Etiene

( Signed) iiiro
Postigo

CJ.SII: OF :rRlNCISOO ES'IEV.lN
(J'RJ:E WLA'I'ro)

VS.
THE WDLA.TTO oauKD YAllIO.

DOCmllCNT 252l..
:BOX 59.

Francisco Estevan (a free l6llatto) a resi­
dent of liTew Orleans peti tioned the Court allegin&
that as evidenced by the promiasol")' note duly pr&­
sented the (llalatto called Karia) a resident of
the Post of Opeluaas, Was indebted to him in the
BUJII of 92 pesos, 6 reales; wherefore, he begged
the Court to issue instructions to the Commander
of Opelousas, to order the def'endant to appear
end declare under Oath it eaid signature was hill
and if he 111 indebted for the said sum.

The Court granted the above peti tion and
ordered that the Collllll8l1der of said Poat, ask: said
defendant to appear before him and declare whether
he owed the SWII claimed by the petitioner.

'l'be case ends here and the outcome of 1t 1a
not known.

FUe 1829. )
June 7, 1790. )
Judge: Estevan)
Wiro. )
C. Ci: Pedro )
Pedesclanx. )
4 pp. )
Spanish. )

-----)
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File 1868.
June 7 , 1790.
Judge l J oseph
de Ortega .
C.C. I Pedro
Pedes 0 laux.
Spanish and
Frenoh.
4 pp.

•

)
)

~
)

~

~---- - -

PETITION BY P4BLO (SIC) LAFR.\IICE

To Validate an Act of Sale

Exhibii:1 An Aot of Sale-

I , Franoisoo La Franoe, deolare to have sold
t o Jean La Franoe, 1I1II brother, a plani:ation of ten
arpents looated at 14 l eagu es from the oity
(New Or leans ) , f or the sum of 800 livres , oas h.

Deoamber 5, 1777.

(S i gned)

n

•
n

X Franoisoo La Franoe

Daus ev ille

De Fontenelle

Roland de Fontenelle

Plaintiff , Don Jean La Franoe , petitions the
oourt , alleging that as evidenoed by the "private
bill of sa Le duly presented, his brot."er , Don
Franoisoo La Franoe, . old h im a p lani:ation of ten
a rpents , and as his brot h er "d ied before giving
him a l ega l aot of .ale. he , therefore, beg. the
oouri: to call on the wife of hi. d eceas ed brother
in order to prove .aid private bill of sale.

The oourt grants pet ii:ioner" prayer .

(Signed) Ortega. ati:orney

-------~
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On the same day, the court clerk calls at
the residence of Dona Maria Fonoll ecu. widow of
Franois co La Fr ance. to tak e her declarat ion under
oath. and she states t hat in 1777 her deoeased
husband had sold the said plantat ion to the peti­
tioner.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux.
oourt olerk

The court. after having aocepted t he infor­
mUon from s.. id widow, grants t he petitioner 's
prayer and deorees t hat a title be issued in
order t o obtain the authorization of the house and
land .

(Signed) Ortega , .a t t orney

Court oler k oertifies th e dooree .

(Signed) Pedesohux.
oourt olerk

_________d
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File 1782.
June 8, 1790.
Judge: J.1monester
C. C.: Pedro
Pedesclaux.
Sp~~ish & French.
87 pp.

)
)

(sic) )
}
}
}
}
)

LUIS J.N'roNIO DECJLLONGEE
VB.

JU.A1I P.A.ILLET

.1
•

Settlement of a Succession

The plaintiff, tutor of the minor children of
deceased Antonio Chonriac, through his attorney,
Santiago Felipe Guinault, petitions the court to
collect the sum of 6,613 pesos held by the defendant,
Juan Paillet, for said minor children.

(Signed) Felipe Guinaul t

The court, on June 8, 1790, orders the trans­
l a t i on from the French to the Spanish language, of
eleven receipts presented as evidence by the plaintiff;
.aid translation to be made by Don Esteban Quinone ..
official translator; and, after this is done, the
defendant is to be notified of the proceedings in-
ati tu.ted against him.

(Signed) .llmonaster
Postigo

The defendant states that it is true that he
has 6,613 pesos belonging to the minor children of
Antonio Chouriac, and that he has invested the said
amount in mortgages on plantations at the uBllal rate
of 10:' interest, Which notes will mature at the end
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(cont 'd-.)

of the present year. The defendant further states
that the petition of the plaintiff is un~st and in
bad fai th, as the said sum was entrusted to his care
in legal form, in the presence of the court cleric;
and he begs the court to dismiss the plaintiff's
demand.

(Signed) Jean Paillet

On July 2, 1790, the court orders the no tif1­
Cation of the above statement to the parties inter­
ested in thi. sui t .

(Signed) Almonaster
Postigo
Pedesclaux

Santiago Felipe Guinault, attorney for Luis
.lntonio Decsllongne, tutor of the minor children
of Antonio Chouriac and Genoveva Decsllongne, in
t he proceeding. insti tuted against the defendant
to recover 6 ,613 pesos be longing to said minor
children, in order to give Yr. Pedro St. Martin
t he part that belong. to his minor children of the
second marriage to the deceased Genoveva Decsllongne,
begs the court to order the defendant to pay said
amount wi thout delay.

(Signed) Felipe Guinaul t

On July 6, 1790, the court orders the notifi­
cation of the above statement to the interested
par t i e s.

(Signed) Almonaster
Pedesclaux
Postigo
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Don Pedro St . Martin, in t he prooeedings ins t i ­
tuted by the plaintiff a gainst the defendant , to r e­
oover 6,613 pesos belonging to t he minor children of
Antonio Chouriac , and his own minor ohildren, in
answer to the notifioation submitted to him. begs
the oourt to order the defendant to pay him the par t
belonging to his minor ohildren, whioh aocording t o
the l aw of "hijuela" and partition, would be the
sum of 3,573 pesos .

(S igned) Pedro St . Martin

On July 9, 1790, the court orders the notifi­
cation of the above statement to be submitted to the
defendant .

(Signed) Almonestor (sio)

Pedesolaux

Postigo

The defendant , in a nswer t o the petition sub­
mitted by Pedr o st. Mar tin, s eeking t o divide the
amount of the"said l egaoy in aoo ordanoe with the
existing laws , and t o proteot his own responsibility,
begs the oourt f or a oopy of the deoree relative to
aa d.d legaoy.

(Si gned) Juan Pail let

On July 17. 1790, t he oourt oomplies with the
above reques t .

(Signed) Almonester (sio)

Pedesolaux

POBtigo
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The defendant acknowl e dge s r ece i p t of a copy
of the decree relati va to the legacy in the said
succession, and calls the attent i on of the court
to the fact t hat ac cor ding to the sai d docwnent ,
3,573 pesos belong to the childre n of Pedro St.
Martin, a second bn.sband of the deceased Genoveva
Decallongne, and 3, 433 pesos to t he minor children
of J.ntonio Chouriac, firs t bn.sban d of the said
Genoveva Decallongne, and t hat as he only has re­
ceived 6,613 pesos, there are 395 pesos missing.
The defendant, therefore, begs t he court to order
the plaintiff to pa;y to said Pedro St. IIar tin t he
missing 395 pe sos. The defendant fur t her s t a tes
that, as he has invested this eJIlOunt at l o;t; interest,
it is to the benefit of the said minor children t hat
this remain in his eusto~.

(Sit;ned) Jean Paillet

On July 27, 1790, the cour t take s the case
under a dvisement , and orders t hat the interested

. parties be notified to that effect.

(Signed) Almonester (sic) Post1go
Pedesclawt

On Augllst 7, 1790 , the court orders that defend­
an t submi t for examination all the documen t& in hi s
possession pertaining to this case.

( Signed) .Almanaster Post1go
Pedescl8JJx

On j)lgUst 16, 1790, Don J.ndres .Almonaster y
110%8.9, Judge and Mayor of this Ci t:r of New Orleans,
after the examination of the documents presented to
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the court by the defendant, decrees that, in view
of the facts derived from the said documents , all
the money- belonging to the succession of Antonio
Chouriac end Genoveva Decallongne shall remain in
the custody of the defendant, with the exception of
105 pesos, owed by .Antoni o Ilende s to the said suc­
ce ss ion, end that he shall deliver this a)IlOunt to
.Antonio Decallongne , tutor of the said minor children:
the court further decrees that the said .Antonio
Decallongne must procure a gusrantor for this amount,
end f or any- other amount that me:r come into his poe­
se s s i on, belonging to the said minors.

(Signed) .Almonaster Postigo
Pedesclaux

.Antonio l&endez, curator ad li tam of the minor
children of the said Antonio Chouriac, petitions the
cour t f or a copy- of the proceedings instituted by
Lui s Antonio Decallongne against defendant , in order
to l earn the facts of these p roceedings, in virtu.e
of his position as above s tated.

(Signed) Antonio Mendes

On .lug. 20 , 1790, the court grents the above
pe t i tion .

Antonio Mendes , curator ad litem of the minor
children of Antonio Chouriac end Genoveva Decallongne
in virtue of his posi tion, and in behalf of the said
minor chi l dren, begs the court to dismiss the demand
of the plaintiff, on the grounds that the plaintiff
is no t i n a posi tion to administe r the legacy- , due
to his extreme old age and to other r eason s well known
by- tile pUblic. Antonio Wendez also mentions the fact
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(Signed) .An tonio Mendes

(Signed) Jlmonester (sic)

Jlmonester (sic)
Pedesclaux

( Signed)
Posttgo

On Sept. 3 , 1790, the court instructs the plain­
tiff to produce a guarantor for the amount of 105
pesos, which he has received from the defendant, and
as previously decreed by the court.

.Antonio Wendes, curator ad litem of the minor
children of the succession of Antonio Chouriac, begs
the court, in behalf of the said minor children, to
reject the demands of the plaintiff.

(Signed) Antonio Mendez

On Sept. 10 , 1790, the court rejects the~
antor presented by the plaintiff.

(Signed) .llmonaster Postigo
Pedesclaux

DOCUKEllT 2523.
:BOX 59.

(cont'd. )

(Signed) .llmonaster Postigo
Pedesclaux

On .Aug. 23, 1790, the court takes the case
under advisement, and orders that the interested
parties be notified to that effect.

that due to these reasons the plaintiff is unable to
find a guarantor, even for the small aeonn t of 105
pesos, previously decreed by the court.

On .Aug. 26, 1790, the court decrees that, with­
ou t a guarantor, no money will be entrusted to the
plaintiff.
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The defendant begs t he cour t to instruct the
pl aintiff to r et ur n t o him the 105 pe sos belonging
to the mi nor chil dr en of the succession of Anton i o
Chouriac, and call s the attent ion of the court t o
t he fact that , fo r a per i od of six days , pl a i nt i f f
has been unable t o fi nd a guarant or f or the amount
of 105 peso s .

(Signed) Jean Paillet

On Sept. 22, 1790, t he court orders that , wi t h­
in the t erm of four days , the plaint i ff must produce
a guar ant or .

(Si gned) Almonast er . Postigo
Pedesclaux

Defendant again begs the court to i nstruct the
plaintiff to return the 105 pe so s , previou sl y paid
by the defe ndant , and r emi nds the court t hat plain­
tiff has been unable to find a guarantor , as ordered
by the court.

(Signed) ;Tean Pai llet

On Oct . 18, 1790, the courts appoints Don Manuel
Ser r ano ae consulting at torney and assistant to
J'Udgs Don Andres Almonest er .

On November 10, 1790, t he court decrees as follows:

In view of t he f act that t he money belonging to
the mi nor children of t he succession of Antonio
Chouriac and Genoveva Decallongne, is protected by
first mortgage and is in the custody of a reliable
1~div1dual, and thi s is in acc ordance wi t h t he law,
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the court hereby decr ees , without t he right of
appe al , that the demand of the pl ai nt i f f is unjust ,
and without reason , and condemns the said pl ai nt iff
t o pay the cost s of these proceedings ; the court
also decr ees that t he pl a i nt i f f return to t he de­
fendant the 105 pesos prev i ousl y paid t o h im by
the defendant . The court hereby appoints Don Luis
Liotau, assessor of the court , to est tmate the costs
of these proceedings.

(Signed) Almonaster postigo
pe desclaux

on Dec . 28, 1790 , the court i s sues a warrant for
the arrest o f jntonio Decallongne , as he refused to
pay the cost s of these pr oceedi ngs which amounted t o
381 pes os .
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To Return a Negress Slave to her Owner

PETrrmN OF
V4LENTIN TOMAS (SIC) DALTON

(Signed) Antonio Gamelin
Valentin Thomas Dalton

Exhibit. I, Antonio Gamlin, Clerk and Notary
f or the District of t he st . Vincies , have reoorded a
negress, as the property of Ann 'Iat t son , who was pur­
chased for the aforesaid Ana Wat t son, and for her
use and benefit; the said orphan being raised by
Valentin Thomas Dalton, since she was eight days old ,
born at Fort Pitt in the year 1779 . I acknowledged
myself to be accountable to the sai d Ann Wat t son for
the said negress (nemed sarah). Given under my hand
at post Vinoees (sic) February 28, 1789.

Valentin Thomas Dalton, a r esident of New Orleans ,
petitions the court , alleging that as evidenced by the
publ ic deed he duly presents , he has a negress named
sarah, age 13 , the property of Anna Watt son , which
negress he has had in his possession since the year
1779 , and whom he wishes to return t o Ana Wat t son in
ease anYthing should happen t o him, and in order to
prove this he offers to submit depositions of witnesses
t o testify to that effect .

(Signed) Valentine (sic) Thomas Dalton

'/0
I

J':I.le 1798 .
June 8, 1790. )

.JUdge: Estevan Miro. )
C. C. : Pedro )
Pedesclaux. )
Spanish. )
10 pp. )

---- - - )
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The court grants petitioner's pr ayer and
orders him to present his witnesses; in compliance
with wh i ch Don Thomss Paterson. age 35 years, Don
Edwerdo Paterjon, ag e 26, Don . arius Willcox, age
38, Tomas Claudio Beiquet, age 34, and Don .oseph
.anes, age 29, appear and under oath dec lars that
the said negress belonged to the said orphan, Ana
Wattson.

(Signed) Thomas Paterson
Eduardo Paterjon
.arius Willcox
Tomas Claudio Be i quet
.oseph .anes
~an .oset Dutorest

The court , atter examining the records ot t h e
proceedings , agrees that the sai d negress belongs
to the sa1 d .lna Wat t son.

(Signed) Mi r o
Postigo

The court orders Don Luis Liotau to appr aise
the costs ot court and that same be pa i d by t he
petitioner.

Ths costs ot court amounted to 15 pssos , 2
r eal es.

2.



File 218.
June 10, 1790 .
Judgel Andres
A1Jr.ones ter.
C,C'I Rafael
Perdomo.
Spanish cI:
English .
10 pp.

I

"
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BOX

)
)
)
)
)

~
)
)

---- - )

2525.
59.

JAmUS (SIC) WILLCOX
VS .

J OID! GA.RREER

For the Colleotion of a Sum of Money

The plaintiff, Don Jarius Willoox, institutes
proceedings to compel the defendant , John Garreer,
t o pay him 32 pesos , 2 reales for board and other
similar matters , as shown by the aocompanying aocount,.
stating that he has made nucerous but rutile requests
f or payment. The plaintiff, further , asks for a
sworn statement from the defendant as to Whether or
not he owes him this sum; and that the bill of aooount
be translated from English into Spanish by the publio
t ranslator , Don Juan Joseph Duforest .

(S igned) Jarius Willoox

The oourt grants the petition and orders the
trans lation.

(Signed) Almonester

Pos t i go

On June 10, 1790, Judge Andres Almonester y
Roxas signs the decree .

(Signed) Rafael Perdomo

I' • (Aooount in English is not trans cribed) .
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On the SllJlle day, in person, Don Jarius Willoox

is notified.

(S igned) llAf'ael PerdOl:lo

On the said day, the deoree is made kn01lIl to
Don Juan Joseph Durorest , publio interpreter, who
takes the oath of faithful performanoe of duty.

(Signed) Juan Joseph Duforest

(Signed) !lAfael Perdomo,
Notar y Public
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File 1765.
June 1 2 , 1790.
Judge l Estevan Mi r o.
C,C' I Pedescl aux.
Spanish .
18 pp.

,. )
)
)

~
)

-------~)

S

DANIEL CLA.!lK
VS .

TUGO BLAm (AGENT)

r

To Rega in Possess ion of a Bill of Exchan ge

In ordor t o effect a set tlement of aocounts
between Don Pedro Whit es i de, of Lond on, England,
and Don Danie l Clark, of New Orleans , in t he Pro­
vince of Louisiana, plenipot entiary powers of at­
torney are gr ant ed by Don Pedr o Whiteside to Don
Samuel Chollet of Santo Domingo, with Don Santia go
Blair of New Orleans as his a ltornate ; While Don
Deniel Clark appoL~ts as his a ttorney, with equa l
powers , Don Andres Lopes Armesto , with Don Deniel
Clark, his nephew as alt ornate.

The de logation of powers by Don Deni el Clark
is aoomnplished by moans of a notaria l a ot drawn
by notary Rafae l Perdomo, and signed in the pre­
s enoe of witnesses Antonio Rodriguez and Francisoo
de Sa les Badill o Who, with the notary.

(Signed) Daniel Clark Rafae l Perdomo , notary pub lio

Antonio Rodriguez )
) witnesses

Francisco de Sales Badillo)

Don Daniel Clark, through hi s attorney, pet i ­
tions the oourt , stating that in the fina l settle­
ment of aooounts he has paid over to Don Santiago
Blair , attorney fo r Don Pedro "tihiteside, the s um



2.

DOCUMENT 2526.
BOX 59 .

(c ont 1d.)

of t>tent y thousand pesos , plus a note for twe lve
thousand and ten pesos ; and that for the same pay­
ment he had caused t o be executed a bi l l of e~

change for tWEh"lty-four thousand and sixty-three
pes os , which bill of exchange has no t been returned
to him and can be negot i a t ed against him.

Daniel Clark

I t is ordered as prayed .

(S i gned ) Andres Annesto

(Si gned) Postigo(Rubric) M.

Therefor e he petitions the court that Don
Santiago Bla ir be r equi red to declare under oa th
as to the truth of these allegations , and that h is
deolaration be fo rwarded to him.

The dec ree is certified by,

(Si gned) Pedro Pedes claux

The court clerk on the same da y notifies all
int er estcd parties .

(Signed) Pedes claux

In r es ponse to the dec ree , the notary, with
t he a s s i s t ance of Juan Jos ef Duforest , public inter­
preter , places under oat h Don Santiago Bla i r , wno
s t at es that he has not completed all of the a ccount e
between the plaintiff and Don Pedro Whites ide. That
he ha s gi ven said Clark a fina l r ec eipt , and that
t he a ccounts are as sta t ed by the plaintiff, t hat
the t ransactions are r ecor ded in the notarial and
j udicial r egis t ers.



Daniel Clark

(Signed) Juan J os ef D..\forest

pedr o Pedesclaux, notary publi o

(Signed) Postigo(Rubr i oat ed) M.

On this day Don Daniel Cla rk i s notified.

The above deoree i s oer t i f i ed on June 21 , 1790.

On this date Dan Andres Armesto is notified.

"Reques t al l documents of t he pr ooeedings for
el<1l.m1nation . "

(Signed) James (sic) Blair

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux, notary publio

(Si gned) Andres Lopes Armesto

DOCU!!ENT 2526.
BOX 59.

(cont Id. )

Dan Daniel Clark, through his attorney, in
court , r epli es to the deolaration of the defense
attorney, and states that since the latter has
r efus ed to answer in reference to the bill of e~
change, whioh has not been returned to Don Clark.
and which oan be negotiated against him; there­
for e, he bebs that Blair be made to appear before
this oourt , and with the ass istanoe of the pub lio
interpreter , be compelled t o do as requested by
t he petitioner .

In regard to the bill of exchange, he ha s
nothing to say.

"Not i f y Don Santiago Blair t o appea r tomor row
before the Auditor to make the requested deolara-
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tion , with the ass i s tance of the interpreter, Don
Juan J osef Dufor est , who also shall be noti f i ed. "

(S i gned) Mi r o

Jul y 8. 1790.

(S i gned ) Postigo

The court clerk certifies the above decree.

The court clerk notifies Don 'Daniel Clark, Don
Andres Armesto, Don Santiago Bl a i r , and Don Juan
J osef Duforest.

(Signed) Pedesclaux

On July 9, 1790, before Don Juan del Postigo,
Wa r Auditor , appears Santiago Bl a i r .nth Don J uan
Josef Dufor est , public interpreter , and t aking his
oat h befor e the undersigned notary he says . That
he has no knowl.edge of t he whereabouts of the bill
of exchange mentioned , exc ept that i t i s included
in the accounts that he has t ransacted with Daniel
Clark, and that , by virtue of the payment made by
Clark, the bil l has been annu l led under the sea l
of the Chief Justice of London.

(Si gned) Postigo (Si gned) J . (s ic) Blair

(Si gned) Juan Jos ef Dufores t

Pedro Pedesclaux, notary publio

Don Daniel Clark now petitions that the cour t
or der his bill of exchange returned to h im.

(Signed) Andres Armest o

(Signed) Daniel Clark
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nAIl requested."

(Signed) Pedesolaux

(Signed) Pedro Pedesolaux, notary publio

On the same day , the oourt olerk notif ies Don
Andres Armesto and Don Daniel Clark.

(Signed) Postigo

Don Daniel Clark petitions the oourt that , in
view of the deolarations made in these prooeedings
by Don Santiago Blair , the oourt declare void and
without value the bill of exohange whioh is the
oaus e of this su it, and 't o then oonolude these
pr ooeedings .

The above dec ree is certified by the court
clerk on July 10, 1790.

(Rubricated) M.

(Si gned) Andres Lopes Armesto

Daniel Clark

" Del i ver to the other party. "

(Rubri oat ed) )4. (Signed ) Postigo

Above deoree is oer t i f i ed by the oourt olerk.

(Si gned) Pedro Pedesol aux

On the same day the oourt olerk notifies Don
Andres Armesto, Don Daniel Clark, and Don Santiago

Blair .

(Signed) Pedesolaux
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In reply to the above petition by Don Dan i e l
Clar k, Don Santiago Bla i r replies that he has no
obj ect i on to its being gr ant ed, although , as he
has stated, he believes it to be useless , since
the bi ll of exchange is no longer negotiable.
Therefore he agrees t o Don Clarks request for nulli­
f ication by this cour t , and that the proceedings
be closed with the costs assessed to Don Clark.

(Signed) J (sic) Blair

" Bring d ocumenbs of the proceedings ."

(Rubr i cat ed) M (Signed ) Postigo

On the same day , July 23, 1790, the court
clerk certifies the a bove decree and notifies Don
Sant i a go Blair , Don Daniel Clark, and Don Andres
Armes to.

(Signed) Pedes cIaux

On t his day , the court clerk cer t i fi es the
above decree, and notifies Don Santiago Blair,
Don Daniel Clark, Don Andres Armesto and Don Luis
Liotau who assesses the court cos ts at 192 rea les ,
or 24 pesos .

DECREEs Be it declared without value the bill of
exchange for the sum of twenty-four thousand and
s i xty-t hr ee pes os made by this party in favor of
Don Santiago Blair , and , iIi consequence , these
proceedings a re terminated . The cour t costs t o
be appraised and the payment thereof t o be made by
Don Daniel Clark, including twenty r eal es for
couns el l or' s fee .

(S igned) Estevlln Mir o (Signed) Postigo
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The lis t of court cos ts is signed, New Or l eans ,
Jul y 27, 1790.

(8 igned) Luis Liotau
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File 1848.
June 15, 1790.
Judge l Joseph
de Ortega .
C,C'I P.
Pedes c Iaux,
Spanish a:
English.
12 pp.

)
)

~ S.\NTIAGO FELIPE GUllWILT
) VS.
) HENRIQUE GIlR
)
)

--~
For the Collection of a Debt

..'

The plaintiff, Don Santiago Fe l ipe Guinault ,
institutes proceedings to oolleot f r om the defend­
ant, Don Henrique Gi a r , the sum of one hundred
pesos , balance due f r om a larger s um, value r eoeived
in cash as evidenoed by the pr omissory note duly
presented by the plaintiff who requests that the
defendant appear before t he oourt and under l egal
oat h r ecogniz e tho debt, and, onoe execut ed, give
him t he certified copy of the deolaration.

(Si gned) Felipe Guinault

The court gr ant s the above petit ion and orders
the defendant to appear and declare as pra yed f or .

(Signed) Ortega , a ttorney

The plaintiff again petitions the court to
the effect that since the defendant has failed to
appear before the court , a deputy sheriff be sent
in order to compel him to appear .

(Signed) Felipe Guinault



"
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(oont' d.)

The oourt grant s t he ab ove petition and
orders a deputy sheriff to oompel the defend­
ant t o appear before the off i oe of the olerk t o
make the aforesaid deolaration.

(S igned) Ortega . attorney

The Deput y Sheriff . Joseph Val l er . deolares
bef or e the oourt olerk that he had oalled at the
residenoe of the defendant and having discharged
his duty was t old that he would present himself'
immediately.

(Signed) Joseph Va ller

Court olerk oertifies to the above.

(S igned) Pedro Pedes claux,
oourt oler k

Defendant appear s before the court cl erk but .
since he cannot speak either 'Spanish or French.
the de olarat ion is sus pended.

(S igned ) PedescIaux,
court olerk

The plaintiff petitions the court to t he
ef f eot that defendant be susmoned again and
through the interpreter . Don Juan J osef Duforest .
make his deolaration.

(Signed) Felipe Guinault

The court grants the above petition.

(Si gned) Ortega. attorney
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The defendant appears before the court and
dec lar es under oath that he does not kno. how
t o read or write and consequently he carmot
ident ify the signatures on the note. He further
declares that he owes the sum of ninety-three
pesos and five reales as the balance on the note,
that he has told the truth under his oath, and
that he is 28 years old .

(Signed) Juan Joseph Duforest

Court clerk certifies to the above.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux,
oourt clerk

The plaintiff prays the court for a writ of
s ei zur e whioh is granted.

The Deputy Sheriff, Juan Bautista Cambell..,
appea r s before the court olerk and declares that
Enr i que Guiar (s i o) has told him that he has paid
the plaintiff .

(Signed) J . B. Combell..

Court clerk certifies to the above.

(Signed) Pedro Pedes claux,
court clerk

The plaintiff dec lares that defendant has paid
him and consequently r eques t s that an appraisal of
the court oos t s be mode.

(Signed) Felipe Guinau l t

The oourt costs amount to 13 pesoS , 6 1-2

reales .

____ A
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F11e 1833. )
June 16. 1790. }
Jud,ge l lI:stevan Miro . }
C. C. I Pedro Pedesc1a:wc. }
Spanish and French. }
~ pp. }

- - - - - - - - - }

SANTI.A.GO F01lllE (SIC)
VS.

IWl.A.II GAREL EL :OOUS

lor a Court Order of Declaration

Exhibit.1. One Draft, valued at 54 piastres for
value received that I have promhed to ps:v to Jek.
Bl ond, or to his order in one month from this date.
llarch 17, 1786.

( seal)
Gare Ilar7 (sic). Widow of
I4r. llard13

Have recdved on accoun t 25 piastre s. llalance
clue 29 piastres in value.

(pert of a!gnature
not deciphered) Blond (1)

Exhibit B. One pronissory note. I, Jean Baptiste
nof ou r , promise to Ps:v, under lfI1 usual signature, the
sum of 20 piastres end 7 realeSt and I promise to p~

said aJ'lOUDt in 3 months from the date hereof, for value
rece i ved from said Sieur, for merchandise.

Ilade in lIew Orleans this ~ 2nd, 1767.

Ilark of Jean Baptiste X Dufour

Ii tnessl J. W. Henry
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(cont ' d. )

I w111 PllO' one dollar. Yr. Goscque Londie

lIark of Jean X Baptiste Dufour

San t i ago Seonde , II. resident of New Orleans, peti­
tions the court , allegill& that, a s evidence d by the
two promissory notes he duly presents, the . widow GlU'Ell
( sic) , II. resident of the lower coast has been owill& him
t he sum of 50 pe so s, Bince the year of 1786 and 187, and,
81 though on various occasions he has requested pa:rment,
he has failed to obtain it. lrhsrefore, he begs his Lord­
ship t o obtain from the widow the C1lstom/l,l'y oath and
declara t i on, s tating whether or not she is indebted i n
the sum claimed by said Santiago Seonde . Wherefore, he
begs his Lordship issue instructions to s aid. widow to
sppear and meke her declaration.

(part of signature
not deciphered) Blond?

Decree is iBBU8d as pra;red for , by Don Estevan lIir o ,
Br i gadie r of the Army, Governor-General of the Province,
who signs it on June 16 , 1790.

Pedro Pedescllll1X

On the same daY the petitions in question are
de11verBd.

Pede scla1lX
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F11e 1881. )
June 16, 1790.)
JUdge: Estevan l
l.Iiro . ) JUAN IWJTISrJ. DELlSSERRE (SIC l
C. C. : . Pedro) vs.
Pedescl aux . ) NOEL SOIL&lU
Spani sh . l* pp . )____l

For Reimbursement for EXpenses and Damages

The plaintiff, JUan Bautista Delaserre, a r esident
of New orleans, alleges that, about two years ago , Don
Noel Soileau, Commandant of Avoyelles, forced him to
oome ··f r om said post to New Orleans in chains , as a result
of a dispute in reference to several head of cattle
t hat plaintiff had purchased from the estate of Luis
Pattus , and which the commandant refused to del i ver to
him, although plaintiff had made t wo written requests
fo r their delivery. By decree , the Governor has con­
demned the oommanda nt to pay the expenses incurred by
the plaintiff i n get t i ng possession of the cattle, and
all ot her expenses involved in the proceedings, and a
copy of the decree has been furnished to the commandant ,
t her ef or e, t he plaintiff petitions his honor to i ssue
a formal warrant ordering the commandant to remit
at once to this court a copy of the decree , or to de­
liver it to plaintiff 's attorney fo r whatever purpose
he may see fit to use it .

(Signed) Delassere

The court grants t he above pet i t ion and orders
t he commandant to r emit a copy of the decree to this
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(cont· d.)

court .

(Signed) Mi re
Postigo

On JUne 16, 1790, t he above decree signed by sr.
Don Estevan Mire . Brigadier of the Royal Ar.nY, Governor
and General Intendant of t h i s Province , is attested
by the court clerk.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux,
notary public.

The court clerk cer t i f i e s hav ing notified JUan
Bautista Lassere (sic) in person on the same date.

(Signed) Pedesclaux, court cl erk.

The cour t clerk certifies that t he said warrant
was executed in two pages and delivered to the interested
party. New orl eans , June 16, 1790.

(Si gned) Pedesclaux

:'(



".------- - - - - -
DOCUWENT 2529.

BOX 59.

File 1864. >
June 16, 1790 . >
Judge: Estevan)
Ulro. )
C. C. : Pedro )
Pede scla'lU'. >
Spani sh. )
4 pp. )

---- - >

DON JUAN BAUTISorA JOtJlUlllN
VS.

DON LOUIS LOYSEL

To Collect on a Note

The plaintiff peti tions the court to issue a
wri t of seizure against the properties of defendant,
who resides in the AttakApas district and who is in­
deb t ed to said plaintiff in the sum of 1 ,506 pesos
6 r eale s, as evidenced b1 the promissory note here­
'11'1 th pr e sented..·

(Signed) Jourdain

The cour t or der s that Don Juan de la Vil1ebeure ,
cOllllDande r of the AtteksPe.B di s t r i ct be se n t i n s t ru.c tion s
to compel said defendant t o settle plainti f f 1s claim.

(Signed) Es tevsn Mira
Juan Del Postign
Pe dro Peda scl aux,
cour t clerk

The record ends here•

• Origins! note has been detached and forwarded to the
said commander together wi th the warrent.



OOCUI.lENT 2531.
BOX 59 .

Changed to 2555 A.

File 1879. )
June 19, 1790. )
Judge. Estevan Mir o . )
C.C•• Pedro Pedesclaux . )
English and Spanish . )
6 pp. )

------- - )

PEDRO LYONNET
VS.

THE SUC cgs SI ON OF
CHARU'S ALElWlJER

(

Plaintiff . Don Pedro Lyonnet , ~ resident of New
Orleans , ~lleges that as evidenced by a letter and
a promissory note , herewith present ed,that the lat e
Don Charles Alexander is indebted to him in the sum of
40 pesos . Wher ef or e petitioner begs the court t o
order Don Daniel Clark , t estamentary executor of
decedent, to identify the signature at the foot of
said note and to acknowledg e the debt .

(Signed) Pedro Lyonnet

The court orders Don Josef Duforest , official trane­
lator , t o translate the said letter and promissory not e
from Engli sh i nto Spanish .

( Signed) Iliro
Postigo

As pe r preceding decree , Don Duforest reports and
submits his translation to the courts.

(Signed) Juan Josef Duforest
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(cont' a.)

Don Daniel Clark, through his agent Don Antonio
Yendez, verified the signature n said note a nd a ck­
nOWledges the debt, but pleaded that said claim be
directsd against the estate of Don Henry Alexander, d...
ceased father of Don Charles Alexander , because the
lats Charles left no other assets than a small negro
and the proceeds to be derived from the sale of said
negro would barely cover his funeral expenses a nd
medical care .

(Signed)Daniel Clark
Antonio lIende.

The court orders that plaintiff bs notified.

(Signed) Estevan Mir o
Serrano, attornsy

The court clerk, reported his inability to serve
notice, as plaintiff was absent from New Orleans .

(Signed) Pedesc!aux, court clerk

;, The case is incomplete and the outcome of it is not
known.
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File 17 94 . )
June 21. 1790. )
Judge. Andres)
Almones ter. )
C.C.. Pedro )
Pedesolaux. )
Frenoh and )
Spanish. )
5 pp. ~

VALKllTIIl (S I C) THOJUS DALTON
w.

JEAlI GRAVIER

To Colleot a Debt

Plaint iff', Don Va l ent ine Thomas IJal ton. a
r esident of New Orleans, alleges t hat de f endant,
Don J ean Graner, is indebted t o him in the sum
of 50 pesos, as evidenoed by promi s sory note here­
with presented. Wher e f or e he begs the oourt to
or der defendant to verify his signa ture at "the
foot of said note and aoknowledge the debt.

(S igned) Valentine Thomas IJal ton

The oourt orders defendant to oomply with
petitioner ' s plea in its entirety.

(Signed) Almonester

Postigo

Before the present court clerk appears Don
Jean Gravier who deposes that the signature is
his 01111 and aoknowledges the said debt .

(S igned) Jean Gravi er

Court olerk oertifies to the above.

(S i gned) Pedro Pedesolaux,
court olerk

",
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(cont'd.)

Plaintii'f a ckno....l ed ges having reoeived copy
of the deposition Dade by defendant , and, in view
of his declaration, begs the court to order a
writ of seizure a gainst defendant 's person and
properties to sat1lsfy said debt.

(5 igned) Va l entine Thomas Dal ton

----------_.~



File 17 53.
J une 23 . 1790.
Judgel Estevan Miro.
C. C.I Pedro PedesolauXo
Spanish.
3 1-4 pp .

r )
/ DOC\J1IENT 2533.

BOX 59 .

)
)

»
PROCEEDIliGS lNS TITUTEq

BY ROSALIA. CORLOTA BORE

~
--------)

To Obtain a Certified Copy of a Letter

NOTE . All ordered by a deoree 01' this date.
New Orleans . June 23. 1790. I deliver a l etter to the
interested party. The oontents of page one are de­
taohed.

(Signed ) Pedesolaux

PETITIONI Dona Rosalia Corlota Bor e . widow of
captain Don Luis Dutisne. appears in oourt and states
that. it is t o her interes t to obtain. from the olerk
of t h e oourt. a oe rtified oopy of the l et t e r whi oh she
pres ent s. and asks that it be returned to her after
oopy is IIJlde.

(Signed) Veuve (widow) Dutisne

ORDER I Thi s is gr an t ed as prayed and the l et t er
is to be translated by Don Josef Duforest.

(S i gned) )Iiro

,

Postigo

Deoree by Don Estevan Mi r o. Brigadier of the
Royal Army. Governor Gen era l of the Provinoe. who
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signs it on June 23 , 1790.

(Signed) Pedesolaux

On the same day the olerk notif'ies Rosalia
Corlota Bor e , widow of' Dutisne.

(Signed) Pedesclaux, olerk

On said day the olerk mlkes kn010ll the deoree to
J uan Josef' M orest , who takes the oath to f'aith­
fully perf'orm his duty.

(Signed ) Juan Josef' Du1'orest

Pedro Pedesolaux

TRANSLATION s "Dear Sir s The !'aot that I .....s
not oertain of' the plaoe where you r esided prompted
me t o write t o you a l et t er, t o New Orleans , inf'01"m"
ing you that , at her death in the year 1759 , Yrs .
Depuvret l e1't you the sum 01' eight thousand pounds
i n rentals de rived f'rom two houses of' the Beaubien
heirs . S inoe I have not r eoei ved any news f'rom you ,
I take the opp ortuility off er ed by Yr . Babiny to
in1'orm you of' this , and t o ask you t o s end a power
of' attorney, in the event you have not been paid
the said sum. "

(Signed ) Juohereau Duohesnay

Dutisne Escudero

Ne., Orleans, August 4 , 1789.

I have f'aithfully I18de the above translation .

(Signed) Juan J osef' Duf'orest

No further prooeedings are r eoorded.



OOCUllENT 2534.
BOX 59 .

File 1790 . )
June 23, 1790 . )
JUdge: Andres Almon"ster . )
C.C.: Pedr o Pedesclaux. )
Spanish. )
8 3-4 pp . )

--- - ----)

ROSA CHOUTAU (FREE NEGRESS )
VS.

SANTIAGO THER

I
I

i

For the Collection of a Past Due Sum

In consequence of proceedi ngs in court taken by Rosa
Chout at, a free negress , to recover from Don Santiago
Mather and Don Gabriel Tixserrand, appearing in person,
while Don Bernardo Molina appears for the plaintiff, a
sum representing the value of goods stolen from the
plaint i f f by a negro man and a negress belonging to the
def endants .

And, whereas , after evidence i s presented, an
amicable agreement is reached and recognized by the
court, whereb y each defendant binds himself to pay to
t he plaintiff t wo hundred pesos , the parties to ths
agreement petition the court to issue a judicial decree,
giving it the force and effect of a court ruling . Sign­
ing the agreement .

Santiago »athsr
Gabriel Tixserrand
Bernardo lIolina

I t is decreed by Don Andres Almoneste r that proceed­
ings be continued, and the agreement be mads official.
(Rubric) Almonester

Postigo
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DECREE by Don Andres Almoneet er y Roxae, Judge of
the lower courte of this city, and rubricated on Yay 26,
1790.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux, notary public

On above date the notary notifies Don Satiago Mat her ,
in person and attests .

(Signed) Pedesc!sux, notary

On sam date the notary notifies Don Gabriel Tuser­
rand in per son.

(Signed) Pedescl aux, notary

On the same date the notary notifies Rosa Chout au,
in person , and attests .

(Signed) Pedesclaux, notary

JUDICI AL D~REE: In view of the fact that these
parti es have arrived at an agree:nent , I order that each
party shall bind himself to said agreement, and, to
validate same , I give mv authoritative and judicial de­
cr ee, and order the appraisal of the court - coets , which
are to be paid by Don Santiago IIat her and Don Gabriel
Tixserrand.

As sessment 2 pesos .

(Si gned) Almonest er
Postigo, attorney
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(Cont I a.)

This decree is issued by Don Andres Almones ter , Judge
of this City, for His Yaj est y , and is s i gned on !Jay 7 ,
1790 .

(Signed) Psdro Pedssclaux, not ary

On the above date t he notary notifiss Don Santiago
Uather , in person, and attests .

(Signed) Pedesclaud, notary

On the same date , the notary not i f i es Don Gabriel
Trixserrand, i n person, and attests .

(Signed) Pedesclaux, not ary

On t he same date the notary not i f ies Don Bernar do
Mol i na, agent for Rosa Choutau , and att ests .

(Signed) Pedesclaux, notary

The above is a true copy of the proceedings a nd of
a decree issued by the Governor and Intendant General
of this Province, at New Orleans, on June 17, 1790 .

(Signed) Pedro Pedss claux, notary publi c

Bef ore His Lordship, in court, there appears RoslI!
Choutau who represents that she has made repeated de­
mands on Don Satiago Mat her for payment of his part of
the above agreement , but has obtained not hing but de­
lays and inconvenience . Thsrefore, she begs His Lord­
ship to i ssue a writ of seizure against the person and
properties of the said Wat her in order to secure satis-
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faction of the debt , plus interest and cost s. His Lord­
ship acknowledges the evidence as present ed and orders
proceedings to continue.

(Rubric) Almonester
(Si gned) Postigo

The above decree is issued by Don Andr es Almonester y
Roxas, Judgs of this City , and is rubricated on June 21,
1790 .

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux, notary

On the above date the notary notifies Rosa Choutau,
and attest s ,

(Signed) Pedesc laux , notary

DECREE, Issue writ of sei zure against the person and
property of Don Santiago Mat her in favo r of Ro sa Choutau,
free negress, for the sum of two hundred peeos , with in­
terest and cost s in regu l ar form.

(Signed) Almonester
Postigo , at t or ney

Decree by Don Andres Almonester y Roxas , JUdge of the
Lower Courts of this ci t y and signed on June 23, 1790 .

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux, notary public

On the above date Rosa Choutau , free negress, in
person is notified . I at t est .

(Signed) Pedesclaux, notary
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On the same date the notary issues a writ of seizure
and delive rs same to ths proper authority, to which he
attests.

(Signed) Pedesclaux, notary

To the chief const abl e of this city, or hi s deputy:
To order Don Santiago »ather to pay to Rosa Choutau,
free negrees , the SWII of t wo hundred pesos whi ch the
evidence proves that he is indebted to her for, and if
he should fail to pay , to exe cute the said seizure
against his per son and his props rty, sufficient to cover
the payment of said SWII, its interest and the costs , in
re gular form , in compliance with my previous decree.

New Orleane , June 23, 1790.

(Signed) Almonester

By order of his Lordship.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux, notary
Public

At the office of the undersigned notary, at New
Orleans, appears Don Joseph Valler , acting chi ef con­
stable, and states that , in compliance wi t h the pr eced­
i ng order , he has requested Don Santiago I.Iather to pay
t o Rosa Choutau , free negress , the SWII of tw hundred
pesos , which he has paid to the said Rosa Choutau and
which he requests me to register , and signe . Joseph
Valier

Pedro Pedesclaux, notary public .



DOCUMENT
BOX
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File 209. )
June 25. 1790. )
Judges . Governor Estevan )
lUro and Governor Baron )
de Carondelet. )
C. C.. Rafael Perdomo. )
Fernando Rodri guez . and )
Carl os Ximenez. )
Spanish. )
67 pp. )

----- - --)

PROCEEDINGS INS TITUTED
BY JOSEPH CLARET

Asking an Extension of Time for Liquidation

Petitioner . Don Joseph Claret. a resident of
New Orleans . requests the oourt to grant him a two
year debt moratorium. and presents a list showing
t he names of all his creditors and the sums for whioh
he is indebted to them. libereforo he prays the court
to or der eaoh creditor to deolare if he is willing
t o grant petitioner 's request.

(Si gned) Joseph Clar et

On June 25. 1790. the court grants petitioner's
plea.

(Signed) Miro Postigo

Copy of list presented.
Sworn statement of debts which petitioner owos

the following persons .

••
•

pesos

pesos
•
•
•
•

To Santiago Ferrand- --- --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- 300
To Andre. Senior. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - 280
To ¥iguel Coradini- - --- - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - --- -- 94
To Mariane Brion------- - - - - - - - - - - --- - --- - - --- 118
To Zenon Talladas (the Catalonian)- - - - ---- 64
To Jean Ale:xandre Durousseau--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 80
To Karie Hognon-- - - - - - - - - --- --- - --- - - - ----- -- 49
To lIr. de Lcnguais----------------------.....,.;1~5:;.....--

1.000
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Petitioner swears that the above statement is
true. June 25, 1790.

(Signed) ~. Claret

I n compl iance with t he preceding deoree , the
court clerk receives the declarations of the s a id
cr edi tor s, who agree to gr ant the petitioner 's ple.. .

Petitioner inform the court that the extension
of time allowed him by his oreditors is nearly a t an
end and th..t he will be unable to s ..tisfy their claims .
Wherefore he pr..ys the court to order s .. id creditors
to appear- and deola re if they are willing to grant
h im an additional grace of one year to s atisfy their
c laim ; ..nd, inasmuch as two of the ori ginal credi­
tor s have since di ed, tha t the court order their
testamentary executors t o answer for them.

(Signed) Jos eph Clar et

On May 5, 1792, the court gr ..nts pet i t i oner' s
ple... .

(Signed) Baron De carondelet

Nicolas K. Vid .. l

The sa id or editors , including Don Benito !lons
t es tamentar y exeoutor of Don Zenon Talladas , .. gr ee
to grant petitioner 's request , exoept i ng Dona Marie
Hognon ..nd Don Antonio Kendez , ..ttorney fo r the heirs
of Don Miguel Coradiny, who oppose granting the said
r eques t.
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The court orders s ervice on all interested
parties .

(Signed) Baron de Carondelet

Ni ool as Karia Vidal

Petitioner states that only two oreditors have
denied his request and that their c la:!JDs amount only
to 143 pesos . whereas the other six croditors ' cla:!JDs
amount t o 850 pesos . 1'lherefore he prays the court 10
order the dissenters to accede to hi s request.

(Signed) Joseph Claret

The oourt orders s ervi ce on a ll the interested
parties.

(Si gaed) Baron de carondelet

(Signed) Nioolas Kar ia Vidal

Don Antonio Mendez . Public Pr octor and attorney
for the heirs of Don Miguel Coradiny, in r epl y to the
preoeding petition of Don J oseph Cl aret debtor of
the said sucoess ion, al l eges that the said Claret
has made no effort to be in a position t o settle his '
debts during the poriod allowed him by his creditors;
on the oontrary, he has lived lavishly and has kept
a mulattress in fine style, and has als o participated
in cord games and other amusements . Wherefore he
prays the court to order the said Claret to abide by
the legal mandate as prescribed in volume 7 . tome 5.
page 19 of the Recompilations of the laws of castille.
If he were incaroerated. as he should be. then he
would bo compelled to surrender his financial r ecor ds.
which would sho... his debits and credits . Furthermore .
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the statement presented by him and f'ound on page one
i s not a oertif'ied account of' his f'inancial af'fairs .

(S igned) Antonio Mendez

Dona Marie Bognon, in reply to the petition of'
Don Joseph Claret. states that she opposes granting
hilll any further extension of' time . alleging that
said Claret has aoted in bad faith by singling her
out and of'f'ering to settle her account separately
and in advance of' the other creditors . it she would
accede to his request . liheref'ore she prays the court
to order confiscation of' all his f'inancial r ecords ,
t ogether with his properties , and the arrest of' his
person. until the conclusion of' these proceedings .

(Signed) Marie Hognon

Petitioner r equests the court t o admit the
declarations of' his wimesses to disprove the alle­
gations mde in the two preoeding petitions of' the
diss enters. The oourt grants Don Claret's request .
a nd Don ' Pi er r e Commager. Jr. and Don Charles Laurent
Beaupre. under oath. are interrogated in the f'0110.­
iog manner l f'irst . if' they know Don Claret to be
a man of' good conduct and not addiot ed to gambling .
dancing. or diversions l second. if' they know the f'ree
mulattress called catalina . and if' they know that
she is employed by Don Claret in the capaoity of'
candy maker 's helper. and that his r elat i onsh i p with
her has been only that of' an employen third. if'
they are cognizant that the ' said catalina attends
dances and dresses l a vis hl y. To the above s et of'
questions witnesses answer as f'ollows l to the f'irst
and third. in the af'f'irmativel to the f'irst part of'
the seoond. that they knew her ; but to the rest of'
the question. t~t they could not answer either way.

(Signed) Charles Laurent Beaupre

Pierre Commager , Jr.
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(cont 'd. )

The two dissenting parties after a lengthy
l i t i gat i on and desiring to end these proceedings
indicate to the court the fact that on June 25 , 1790,
a t erm of two-year debt moratorium was gr ant ed to
the said Claret, contrary to t he legal procedure
which presoribes that a debt moratorium is to be
granted by law only when i t is based on the a bi l i t y
of the debtor t o be able to pay in full at a future
dat e and that said abil i t y be determined by an
amount of subs tant i al seourity ( which was not done
in t his oase) . Therefore they request the court to
order the properties of the said Claret seized and
sol d at auction, to satisfy his creditors .

(Signed) Antonio Mendez

Marie Hognon

On May 2 , 17 93, the oourt deorees that the
pleas of Don Josef Claret to be allowed an extra
extens ion of time in which to settle his pas t due
debt s are not meritorious and that the original
extension was granted without complying with the
necessa r y requisites l that sinoe these prooeedings
have been in litigation the said Claret has made no
effort t o satisfy even the olaims of the two oppos 1ng
factors , and this he will not be able t o accomplish
in the remaining period of time. By virtue of "'ioh
this court orders t hat the said Clar et be notified
immediately to pay to the attorney of the heirs of the
deoeased Don Mi gue l Coradiny the sum of 94 pesos for
which he is indebted to sa id suooession, as well as
the 49 pesos owed to Dona Marie Hognonl payments t o
be made wit hout delay; the court further orders him
to pay all costs of these proceedings , including 3
pes os f or ass essmonts .

(Signed) El Bar on de carondelet

Ni colas ~1 Vi da l
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fOX 59 .

(c ont' d. )

6 0

The cost of these proceedings amount to 9
pesos . 2 r-eaLes , appraised at New Orleans . ~y 13,
17 93.

(Signed) Louis Liotau.
official appraiser

• Baron de Carondelet and Nicolas If. Vidal sueo_ded
Estevan Iliro and Juan De1 Posti bo y Balder r ana . as
Governor end Lieutenant-Governor of Louisiana .



DOCUJiENr 2536 .
BOX 59 .

File 1884. )
June 26 , 1790 . )
JUdge: Estevan Hiro . )
C.C. : Pedro Pede sc Laux, )
Spanish and French . )
22 pp , )

---- - ---)

PEDaO (sic) LARTIGUE
VS .

PEDRO ROUSSEAU

To Collect a Debt

The plaintiff , Don Pierre Lartigue , a resident of
New Orleans , presents in court a promissory note , now
past due, drawn in his favor by Don Pedro Rousseau the
def endant in this caee who has failed to meet demands
for its paymeny. Therefore plaintiff begs the court to
declare under oath as to the genuineness of his eignature
and the validity of the obligation , and to deliver a
copy of the declaration to the plaintiff .

(Signed) Pierre Lartigue

Present the note , recognize , ewear and declare as re­
quested , then deliver declaration to the court .

(Signed) Miro (Signed) Poetigo

,.

The court cle rk oerti f i ed that the above decree was
signed on June 26 , 1790. (Signed) Pedro Pedesclaus , co~

clerk
Ths court clerk notifies Don Pedro (sic) Lartigue in

pereon. (Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux
The court clerk is unable to notify Don Pedro !la.lss eau

because he is not in the city .
(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux
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DOCm.eNT 2536.
BOX 59.

(co nt ' d.)

The plaintiff' petit i ons the court to summon Don
Rous seau to appear i n t he clerk' s offi ce to make declar­
ation as ordered by the court .

( Signed) Pierre Lart igue

As he r equest ed.

(Rubricat ed) Ii (Signed) Postigo

Ths court clerk certifie s t hat the ab ove decree was
issued and rubricated by Judge Miro on June 30, .1790.

(Signed) Pedr o Pedesclaux

The court clerk on the same day noti f ies Don Pedro
(sic) Lartigue i n perso n.

(Signed) Pedr o Pedesclaux

(Signe d) Pedro Pedesclaux

On this day the court clerk i ssues the s ummo ns
order ed by the cour t.

The court clerk oertifies t hat the decree orders
any constable or capable per son to produce Don Pedro
Rousseau i n the clerk's of f i ce.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

Pedro PedesclauxThe cler k at test s .

In the City of New Orleans, on Jul y 28, 1790, Don
Pedr o Rousseau under oath in t he clerks office declares
t hat the s ignat ur e on t he pr omissor y note is his own and
that he owe s the debt .

(Signed) Pedro Rousseau



(Signed) Pierre Partigue
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DOCUUKNT 2536 .
BOX 59 .

( cont · d .)

Don Pedro (sic) Lartigue appears in court a nd ec ­
kno....ledges the re ceipt of t he defendant s declaration,
in consequence of whi ch the plaintiff asks for a writ
of attachment against defendants properties i n an
amount to cover the dsbt , with ten pe r cent int erest ard
all cost s of suit .

BBring records of these proceedings .

(Rubri cat ed ) M (Signed) Postigo

Court c l erk certifi es that above decree was issued by
Don Estevan Mir o and rubri cat ed on 13 inst . , 1790

( Signed ) Pedro Pedesclaux

On the same day the court cl erk notifies Don Pedr o
( sic) Lartigue , i n pe rso n .

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

The c ourt issue s t he decree as prayed for by t he
plaint i f f - - approved--

(Signed) Est evan IIi r o ( Si gned ) Post igo

The c ourt clerk certifies that t he ab ove dec ree ....as
issued by Don Estevan IIi ro who signed it on August 17th
1790 . (Signed) Pedr o Pedesclaux

On the same day the court clerk notifies Don Pedro
)sic) Lartigue in pe rson . (Signed) Pedesclaux

The Chief Constable of this ci t y or his deputy will
re qusst Don Pedro Rousseau to pay to Don Pedro (sic)
Lartigue t he sum of BOO pesos ....hich he owes , and if he
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BOX 59.

(Cont ' d.)

fails to do so the said constable is hereby instructed
to seize said Rousseau's property in sufficient amount
to satisfy said ~ount plus interest and cost s until
payment is made . I have thus ordered by decree issued
t o-day in the above matter .

New Orleans , August 17, 1790.
(Signed) Estevan Wiro

By order of his Lordship,
Pedro Pedesclaux

In the City of New Orleans , Sept . 2, 1790, Don
Juan Bauresta Combele (sic) , dap.tty sheriff of this city,
appeared befo re the court clerk and stated that he had
call ed upon Don Pedro Rous s eau at his plantation one
l eague above the city and r equest ed him to pay the sum
of 800 pesos to Don Pedro (sic) Lartigue , but he stated
that he did not have any pr operty or money and that
Don Pedro Lartigue could do what ever he pleased; he asked
me to have t hese things stated i n the proceedings .

(Signed) J . B. Combel l e . ( Signed) Pedr o Pedesclaux

Don Pedr o (si c) Lart igue, t hrough his attorney, now
submit s to the court a let ter purporting to prove that
Don Pedro Rousseau does own two slaves whioh he 0 ffers
fo r hire , and therefore plaintiff petitions fo r a writ
of execution against said slaves. (Signed) Felipe

Grimault

Examined and dec r ead:
Issue a writ of attachment against the two negroes

belonging to Don Pedro Rousseau , and instruct Juan Josef
Duforest t o t ranslate the lstter presented .

(Signed) Estevan Wiro
Postigo
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OOCUl.lENT 2536.
BOX 59.

(cont' d.)

On the same day the court clerk notifies Don edro
(sic) LaTtigue. (Signed) Pedesolaux

On the same day the court notifiss Don Juan Jos ef
Duforest who swears to faithful performance and signs.

Juan Josef Duforest
(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

The translation of the latter indicates that Don
Rousseau had been trying to secure SOlllll money to pay on
the debt but without success. He proposes to sell a
negro couple but has not been able to do this. He
states that his successivs and frequent losses have
prevented him from paying the debt.

(Signed) Rousseau

Before the court clerk there appears Don Juan
Bautista Combell (sic) , deputy sheriff and states that
hs has seizsd and turned over to Don Matias de AJoluente,
age nt of the General Depository , two negroes Maria
Francisco and her son .

(Signed) J. B. Combslle

The clerk attests . Pedro Pedesclaux

Don Pedro (sic) Lartigus appears in court and states
that Don psdro Rousseau has satisfied his claim and
petitions ths court to deliver to Don Rousseau the
promissory note and that Don Rousseau has agreed to pay

court cost s.

(Signed) Pierre Lartigue
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(com 'd.)

Deliver the promissory note presented in this pro­
cess ; appraise the costs to be paid by Don Pedro
Rousseau.

(Rubricated) u. (Signed) Postigo

Court clerk certifies dscres was issued by Don
Estevan Ui r o who rubricated it Sept . 11, 1790 .

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

Court clerk notifies Don Pedro (sic) Lartigue,
on the same day . (Signed) Pedesclaux

Court clerk notifiee Don Pedro Rousseau, on the
same day. Signed Pedesclaux .

Court cl erk on the sam. day notifies Don Luia
Liotau who accepts and swea r s to faithfully appraise
t he costs of these proceedings .

(Signed) Luis Liotau
Court cler k at tests , Pedro Psdesc laux

The court costs amount t o 16 pesos , 4 reales .

Nsw Orleans , November 20, 1790.

( Signsd) Luis Liotau



DOCUllENr 2537 .
BOX 59.

",

File 164. )
June 28, 1790 . )
JUdge: Governor (Este- )
van Mir o) . )
C. C.: Rafael Perdomo . )
Spani sh. )
18 pp , )

-------->

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED
BY

LUIS ClWIARD

A Petition to !>lake an Assignment inFavor of His Creditors

Ths petitioner , Don Luis Chamard, a resident of ths
post of Nat chito ches , petitions the court in ths City
of New Orleans to the sffect that he wishes to maks a
ce s si on of his propertiss in behalf ot his creditors .
For this purpose he subnits a sworn inventory of all
his propertiee and othsr assets , which , however , are
not sufficient to pay his indebtedness; consequently
he asks the court that they be divided among his creditorn
a ccording to their respect ive msrits . Hs represents to
the court that his inability to pay his creditors is due
t o var i ous misfortunes which he has experienced.

(Signed) L. Chamard

The court grants his petition and ordsrs the credit ­
ors to be notified by means of public edicts and person­
al summcnses , through the aut hor i t i es of their respec­
tive communities, and to appear before the court clerk
within 3 days and submit the necessary documents in
order to pro ve their claims .

(Signed) Miro (Signed) Postigo
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(Cont'd. )

The pet i tioner also pet i t i one the court to order
the commander of t he poet of Natchit oches to proceed
illllJledia.tely with the sale of his properties in order
to pay t he creditors , and i n this manner avoid further
costs . He believes t hat the proce eds of the sale of
said pr operties will barely cover the amount of the
cortgages and the dowry of his wife .

The court orders t he proceedings to be forwarded ,
and on the same day Don Luie Chsmard ( eic ) i e notified.

The court decrees that, eince t he Auditor of War by
reason of his pr omot i on can not render hi s l egal advice
in t his case, the pr oceedings be f orwarded to Don
Manuel Serrano in order that he may coneult with the
judge .

The outcome of the caee i s unknown.
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BOX 59.

File 44. )
June 30 , 1790 . )
Judge. Gov . Miro. )
C.C.: R. Perdomo . )
Spanish. )
4 pp. )
- - ---),

ENOCH fiLCH
VS .

ROBERT ROBIN D LONGNY

For the Collection of a Debt

The plaintiff,Don Enoch Wel ch, i nst i t ut es proceed­
ings to collect f rom ths defendant , Don Robert Robin
Delongny, inhabitant of the coast of lllsma.nds , the
sum of one hundred and twenty-eight pssos , Mexican
cur rency , balance due for certain masonry work per­
f ormed at his plantation , submitting to the court as
svidsnce a certification f ran Don Santiago seicot ,
commander of the post of Allemands . He prays the
court t o send an order t o the commander of said post
i n order to compel the def endant t o pay the above
amount .

(Si gned) Enoch Welch

" The court grants the above petition and orders
the said commander to summon the defendant to hi s
presence and once he has recognized the said debt t o
compel him to pay it with the full fo r ce of the law.

(Signed) \ti ro

(Signed) Postigo , attorney
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(Cont I d.)

The plaintiff appears before the court c lark in the
City of New Orleans and declares that ha has receivod
his payment, and that ha signed a formal receipt to that
effect, witnessed by Don Francisco Carcases and Don
Antonio Rodriguez.

The court costs amount to 5 pesos, 4 reales;
appraised by Don Luis Liotau.

The court clerk certifies to the above.

(Signed) Perdomo, court clerk


