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YEAR 1753

D. 53/18

JANUARY 1

RECEI PT AND TR.'\.DE AGREEMENT

Clement Rondes l eaving for Ma r t i nique f or
purpose of t r adi ng , af te r whi ch he vn l l r e­
t urn, a cknowle dges r ecei pt fr om Pi er r e Francoi s
Rous si l l on of 5000 l i vr es , r epresent ed by one
Letter of Exchonge , dravnl at New Orleans
Septemb er 20, 1752 , by Mr . De t r ehan, Tr easurer
of the Navy , to t he order of Itr . Rouss i llon on
1~ . De Boul l ogne , Treasurers Gener al of the
Col onies at Par i s , payable January 29, 1753,
approved by t he Commis sioner of the Navy , .Mr .
Michel , and f urther endor sed by tlr . Rous s i l l on .
lilr . Rondes f urther acknowledges r eceipt from
N~ . Rous si l l on of six hundred boards arid of
291 pounds of cand le s . He he re agree s and
ob ligates hi mse l f t o di spose of a l l of t he fore ­
going t o t he best advant age of 1~ . Rous sillon.
The prof i ts on the Letter of Exchange shal l be­
l ong so lely t o IKr . Rouss i l lon but tho se on the
ot her t hings a re to be equal l y divided be tween
Mr . Rondes and Rouss i l l on and sha l l be us ed fo r
t he pur chase of negroes t o be r esold and the
profits shar ed equal ly . It i s sti pulat ed t hat
no cargo ohar ges are to be ~.de Mr . Rouss i l l on
f or t he boar ds , candles or negr oes . It i s a l so
st i pulated that IKr . Rouss i llon i s t o appr ove
t he use t o vJh i eh the funds in the hands of I',~ .

Rondes a re to be put .
(No signatures)

(1 page )

Not l i st ed in Loui siana Histor i oa l Quarter l y .
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YEAR 1753
3 pages

. Doc. 53/3

JANU!Uff 3

RE: JEAN BAPrISTE I.E GROS SUR­
NAMED LA. TENDRESSE AS MR.
LAYSSARD.

Plaintiff, Jean Baptiste Le Gros, merchant,
shows that he leased a room and use ot a kitch­
en to U.r. Layssard tor three years, under Act
by private signature: that the rental was at
the rate ot three . hundred sixty 1ivres per an­
num, payable monthly beginning November 1, 1751;
that, while said Layssard has occupied said house
tor tourteen months, he has never paid the rent
thereon. Wheretore, p1aintitt prays tor cita­
tion ot said Layssard and tor judgment against
him in the amount o r, tour hundred and tive
pounds, ldthout prejudice to the terms ot the
present year, and tor costs.

(Signed) tor J. B. Le Groll.

Jan. 3, 1753.

Undersigned, Judge, grants order tor citation.

(Signed) D'Auberville.

Jan. 5, 1753
SHERIFF'S RE'lUIN.

Undersigned, sheritt, makas his return showing
service ot copy ot toregoing petition together
with citati on on Layssard to app ear and answer
said petition on January 8th.

~gned) La Normand

Not printed in Louisiana Historical Q,ua r t er l y .
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YEAR 1753

Doc. # 53/4

JANUARY 3

BE: JEAN BA:E'T!STE LE GIDS, SUR­
NAMED LA TmDRESSE VS MR.
POTIN.

Petition on Recovery

Plaintiff, Jean Baptiste Le Gros, surnamed La
TeDdresse, alleges that he is holder of a note
for one hundred livrss dated March 11, 1752,
signed by Potin in favor of Pierre Febin, mom
plaintiff represents through Power of Attomey.
Plaintiff alleges that Potin refuses p~ment of
said note. He therefore prays that said Poten
be cited-to -appear aDd be ordered to p~ the
smount due on said note, toge.ther with interest
aDd costs.

(Signed) for J. B. Le Gros

Jan. 3, 1753
order.

Undersigned, Judge, grants petition for cita­
tion,

(Sign ed ] D' A~berville

Jan. 5, 1753
Sherif'f's Retum.

Undersigned, sheriff, make s his return shaving
service of copy of' f'oregoing petition on Mr ,
PotinL together with citation to appear and
answer on .ranuary 13, 1753. _

(Signed) La Normand

Not printed in Louie1ana Historical Quart er l y .
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YEAR 1753

Doc. 53/5

JANUARY .3

.]

RE: CARESSE AND MILllET VB HOBERT
AND LE RABLE.

Petition

Plaintiffs, Pierre Caresse and Jean Milhet
through Mr. aeric, represent that on November
28, 1752, they leased a house plus the use of
a kitchen · (the latter to be b.t1l.t) from Jeane
Hubert and Laurens Le RabIe for 1,000 livres
per annum; they further represent that they .
paid said Defendants 1~000 pounds in advance
and that the Defendants then refused plaintiffs
possession of tbe said " premises~ Wherefore
plaintiffs pray for citation of Defendants and
that they be condemned to specific performance
of the terms of said base aDd ordered to pay
damages for their failure to have given pos­
session of eaid premises during the year which
has expired~

(Signed) (Janc for plaintiff.

Jan. 3, 1753
Order

Undersigned, Judge, grants petition for citation
before the superior Council.

(Sign ed) D' AUberville.

sheriff's Return.

Undersigned, sheriff, makes his return shotting
service on Jeanne HUbert, Widow Brunet and on
Laurene LeRable of citation to appear on the
13th of January 1753, and answers the foregoing
petition, copy of which is herewith served on
them.

(signed) Le Normand

(cont'd)



(
No.2

Jan. 13, 1753

Doc. 53/5

Answer.

)

Defendant, Laurens Le Bable surnamed Saint
Laurens, and Jeane Hubert, defendants, answer­
ing petition filed by Messrs. Caresse and Milhet,
plaintiffs, admit having entered into a lease
with plaintiffs, but deny that the terms of said
lease are as represented by Plaintiffs and they
'allege that plaintiffs have abused .the good
faith of Mrs. Hubert as to the number of rooms
rented uDder said lease, and they turther al­
lege that one of the witnesses, who later signed
the lease, was not present at this 'transaction,
Wherefore, Defendants pray that plaintiff be
ordered to accept the premises as originally
leased by them and that Jeanne Hubert remain
in possession of a roan and a closet in said
house leased, or in the alternative defendants
prayer that said lease be cancelled, upon which
they shall return to Plaintiffs the 100 pistoles
paid in advance by them to Defendant.

(Signed) Laurens Lerable
surnamed st. Laurent

YEAR 1752 NOmIBER 28

COl'/"TRACT OF LEASE UNDER PRIVATE
SIGNATURE.

Jeanne Hubert and Laurens Lerable here agree
to lease to Mr. P. Caresse and to Mr. Jean
Mllhet , merchants of this city, a parlor, two
rooms of a closet, all furnished with a kitchen,
(not connected to the house) for three years,
beginning December 15, 1752, ,and ending Decem­
ber 15, 1754, for a yearly rental of one thous­
and pounds per annum, all of whi ch terms are
accepted by Messr s . Caresse and Mi l het .

(cont'd)



No.3
DOC. 53/5

Mar k of Jeanne )
H\lbert (X) )
Mothe r of un- )
dersigned. )

(Signed) Laurent Lerab1e

surnamed St. Laurent acting
for myself and my mother.

J. Manica , Wi tne s s
B. Mal1 er t e . Wi tne s s

Not printed in Louisiana Historical Quarterly.
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D 53/6

YEAR 1753 JANUA.RY 5
2 1/2 PP.

HE: GERARD TlXERANT 13. MR. PHILIP,
CAPTAIN OF THE FLUTE OF BORDEAUX.

Petition

Plaint 1t'f, Gerard Ti:xerant, alleges that he
purchased for account of Mr. V1l1emond, Com­
mandant at the Fort of the Turn, four barrels
of rum from Mr. Pjj.il1p, captain of the (Flute
de Bo:11ieaux)for the price of 90 livres per
barrel depositing 100 livres earnest money
and that after selecting these on board the
said ship, the captain had them marked with a
V, the mark of Mr. V1l1emond; plaintiff fur­
ther alleges that, abcut ten days later Mr. de
V1l1emond send for one hogshead of said sum,
being able to rove them but one at a time,
which he obtained but that upc]ln sending some­
time later for the others, delivery of the
remaining 3 hogshead were refused on the ground
that the price had advanced. Whe r ef ore , plain­
tiff prays that Mr . Phllip, Captain of the
Flute of Bordeaux be cited to appear and be or­
dered to deliver the three remaining barrels
of rum to Mr . de V1l1emond at the price pre­
viously agreed upon of 18 piastres per barrel
or, in the alternative, that plaintiff be al­
lowed to obtain rum whenever he choses at the
expense of Mr. Philip.

(signed) aaric, for the Plaint1t'f.

January 5, 1753
Order.

Undersigned, Judge, grants order for citation
to appear before the Council.

(signed) D'Auberville

(cont'd)



No.2
D 53/6

January 5, 1753

Return o~.Sheri~~.

Undersigned, sheri~~, makes his return show­
ing service o~ copy o~ ~oregoing petition on
Mr. Phi l i p , Captain o~ the Fl ute of Bordeaux ,
together with ci tation to appear am answer
said petition on January 13th.

(Signed)
Le Normand

)

Not printed in Louisiana Historical Q.uar t erl y.
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YEAR ~'153

D 53/'1

PETITION

JANUARY 10

J

Plaint1t1", AlexaDder Baure. Surgeon, alleges
that having been robbed 01" two hundred
chickens and having had his storehouse broken
into aDd robbed, he had one of his negroes
1"logged in order to obtain information con­
cerning these robberies and that he learned
that the stolen property was to be 1"ound at
Mr. Faussier's place; that upon investigation.
plainti1"1" 1"ound that Yr. Faussier is encourag­
ing these robberies by taking the stolen goods
ana giving the negroes rum in return. 'IIhere­
1"ore, plaint1t1" prays that an information be
prepared, relative to the 1"acts contained in
this petition, be1"ore such juige as it may
please the court to appoint and before the
Public Prosecutor and that such information
shall then be submitted 1"or such action as
the law shall require for the protection and
bene1"it 01" the people.

( Signed ) Baur~

January 13, ~ '153.
Order.

Undersigned, Judge. grants order permitting
the preparation of an information, relative
to facts alleged in foregping petition, be­
fore Mr. Le Bretton, Lateral Judge, in the
Council Chamber on January 13, 1'153.

Not printed in Louisiana Historical (iuarterly.
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YEAR 1753
1 page

D 53/8

JANUARY 10

CONDAMNATION OF KAKAIlACON.

In vie w of the Proces Verbal and decr ee
of Counci l of Januar y 4t h , inqui ry of
same dat e.

Int errogat ory of Char l es , alias Kakar acon ,
Cupidon, Francois and Pl uto , four negroes
belonging to Mr. Rague t ,

Pr oees verbal' of Si eur Giredan, head ser ­
geant in t he cit y.

Interrogator y of Pl ut o, Charles and
J oseph, of January 6th .

The i nt err ogat ory of Char les , al i a s Kaka­
racon. of Januar y 8t h .

Int errogatory of Francoi s and Cupidon on
same day.

Re- exami nat i on of wi t nes ses on same day .

Conf rontat i on of the accused and ot her s
wi t h Sr . •

Confront at i on of negroe s accused and
ot hers wi t h t he negr ess belongi ng t o
sr , • Cone entration of t he
accueed wi t h each other.

Council decrees fo r t he Ki ng t hat Char l es,
alias Kakaracon be f ound guilty of murder
agains t t he person of Pi e r r e OJ- i vy ,
al i a s Bon Envie . Kakar acon i s condemned

(cont'd)



D 53/8
(cont I a.)

.1
to have wriSt and hand cut off by
the public executor end placed on
the rack until death.

Cupidon. Francois acquitted.

(Signed) Lebreton

)

Not printed in Louisiana Historical ~terly.
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YEAR 1753

D. 53/ 10

JAl'JUARY 10

EXCERPT FROM REGISTER OF HEARI NGS
OF THE SUPERI OR COUNCI L OF THE
PROVINCE OF LOUISIANA, DATED
JANUARY 13, 1753

Re: Pier re J os eph Del i l le Dupar t , Plai nt i f f
on Petition .

Decr ee

Having dul y considered the petition fi led ~J

Pierre J oseph Dupar t , colonist , wherein plain­
t iff a l l eges the l oss of forty -three head of
cat tle 'whi ch he be lieves have bee n stolen and
killed by one per son named Andre , r esi dent of
Cannes Br uless , and by ano t her named Dor-s , r e­
aiding 'wi th il'Ir . Bor-e , be cause upon vis i t ing the
homes of said aforementioned per sons , plaintiff
f ound f r e sh beef ther e and these per sons vrer e
unable t o account fo r the pos se s s ion of this
beef and he ther efore pr ayed t ha t t he said Andre
and Dor e would be ci tod and examined a s t o this
mat t er and that t he opi nion of the Attorney
General would be obtained r elati ve t hereto;
the Council orders t ha t said Andre and Bore be
cited t o appear before Mr . Le ,Bretton , Late ra l
J Udge, to answer the char ges made agains t them
in pl a intiff 's pe tit i on . '
Or igi na l signed : By t he Council, Chantalou,
Clerk. Copy duly paraphed .

o 1753
Februar y 26,

r eturn showing

' Ret urn of Sheriff
Under signed Sher i f f makes his

service of citati on on Louis

(cont ' d )



D. 53/ 10 cont 1d.

Collet, surnamed Joli coeur , 1lr. Rixner , 1lr.
Vince nt Boyau , Mr . Crouville and 1~ . Pi l leau
t o appear on lm r ch 1st before Mr . La Bre tton ,
Commissioner , in order t o make t he i r de ­
posit i ons i n the lI'.ll. tter of en qui r y .m.i ch Mr .
Dupart wan t s made relative t o Dore and Andre ,
under pain of i mprisonment and f i ne .
Undersigned a l s o makes his r eturn showi.ng
service of citation on Andre and Dor e to ap­
pear and answer cha r ges made a gninst t hem by
Mr. Dupar t , on 1~r ch 1st in the Counci l
Chamber .

(Si gne d ) La Nor mand

(4 pages )

J

(J Not pr i nted in Louisiana Hi s t or i ca l Quar ter l y .
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YEAR 1753

ANSWER

She e t #2.

J ANUARY 12

Si eur Louis Brazier, answeri ng Si eu r
Duplanty's petition, states t hat the
inventory of t he community's p rope r t i e s
was t aken before Hono rabl e de Kemion,
appointed by the Council f o r the speci al
purpo se of renderi ng said accounting.

As it is no t defendant's intention to
delay proceedings, he is asking for one
month's time in order t o have his report
ready in pro pe r f onn to be submitted to
one of the Councillors appointed.

(Signed) Hel o
for Defenlant.

Not listed in Louisiana Historical Quarterly.
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9
D.53

YEAR 1753

PROCURATI011

JAl-IUARY 13

Honorable Cl aude Trenaunay Cho.ni'ret , J udge
sub delegate at Poi nt e Coupee , havi ng ~J

private contract , dat ed J une 22, 1748, agreed
with Mr . Dubr eui l t o have t wo house s d li ch he
o'~s i n New Orleans r epai r ed, by notarial a ct
author izes and gi va s Dame Char lotte Julie
Mor eau , his wi f'e , power and author i ty t o
exandne said houses and t o i nves tigate i f' the
t erms of' the contra ct have been f'ul f'i l led and
al l r ents col leot ed and if' neoes sary to in­
stitut e a ot ion agains t Mr . Dubreui l f'or the
f'ul l per f'ormanoe of' his agr eement , f'or any
damages and reoovery .

(Si gned)

Wi t nes ses :
Rioar d
Sarrazin

I! page s

Tr enaunay Chanf'ret

Benoist, Notary

Not printed in Louisiana Histor i oal Quarter l y .
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YEAR 1753

# 53/ 12

JANUARY 8

(J (2fa pages )

RE: PIERRE J OSEPH de LI SIE DIJPAS
v e ; _4NDRE & BORE .

Pe t i tion

Plai nt i f f , Pier re Joseph de Li s l e Dupa s , a
r es i dont of thi s col ony , a l logos t hat s i nce
t he l a st har ves t , he ha s lost "f orty-t hreo
head" of cat tle ; t ha t he is of the opi ni on
that these have been s t olon and slaught er ed
by _~dre and by Dor e ; tha t he has be on l osi ng
catt l e for a long whi l e and that t he ent i r e
amoUk~t t ota ls ab out triO hUL~dred head.
Pla int i ff then goes i nt o detai l expl aining
vmy he is of the opinion tha t both Andr e and
Dore ar e guilty. Wher ef or e , Dupas pr ays that
judgment be r endered wher eby he wi ll be a l l owed
to make out an ini'ormation against said Andre
and Dor e befor e such Commiss ioner a s i t sha l l
please t he Court to a ppoi nt , and order i ng that
such vntnesses shal l be hear d a s t he Commi ssioner

"sha l l j udge ne ce ssary and tha"c t..1te ent i r e pro­
cee ding shall then be duly r epor t ed for further
a ct i on , i n accordance \.:lt h l aw.

(Si gned ) D' l le . Dupas

1753
Janua ry 13, JUdgment

The Counci l r ender s j udgment or ­
dering the ci t at i on of sai d parties t o appear be­
f or e Mr . Le Bretton , Commiss ioner , to an swer
charges ~Ade agains t t hem and tha t an i nve s t i ga t i on
be ITs de of t he fa ct s a l l eged .

(Si gned) D'Auber ville

Not printed i n Loui siana Hi st ori cal Quar t er l y .
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D. 53/ 11

YE.ilR 1753 JANUA.1l.Y 13

)

EXCERPr FROM REGIS TER OF HEARI NGS OF
THE SUPEP.I OR COUNCIL OF THE

PROVINCE OF LOUISI Al,A
DATED JAlrITARY 13, 1753 .

Re : Alexander Bor e , r e s i dent, Pla int iff
on Peti tion .

Judgment

The f act s cont~ined i n peti ti on of Ur. Bor e ,
plai ntiff , to t he eff ect that ~,ro huridr ed
chi ckens hav e been stol en f r om his plantati on
and his vrar-ehouae ha s been br oke n i nt o and f ood­
stuff st olen and t hat he l earned f rom one of hi s
negr oes that a l l of thi s pr oper ty is at t he place
of l;r . Faus sier ymom he al lege s gi ves the ne gr oes
r um in r eturn fo r vmat they st eal and br ing t o
him and he t herefore pray s that the Counc i l order
that an Informat i on be pr epar ed i n presence of
t he pr oper of fi cer s : a l l duly considered , the
Council decrees that said I nformation be prepar ed
be f ore JI.r. LeBret t on , Commi s si oner a ppoi nted i n
t his mat ter , and t he opinion of the Public
Pr ose cut or be t he n obt ained ~~ereon fo r f urther
a cti on i n the mat ter ; and t he Counci l furthe r or ­
der s that said Fos sier be s ummoned to appear on
the f i r st hearing day and t o answer said charge s
made .age.inst him. ·

By the Council
(Signed)

Chantal ou, Cler k

( cont td)
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D. 53/11 cont'd.

1753
January 22, Sher if'f' , s Ret urn

Under signed Sher if'f' IIlIlke s his
r e turn showi ng service of s ummons on Lir .
Faussier to appear on the f'i r st Saturday of'
February i n t he Chamber of' the Counci l t o
ansrrer- char ge s made agai nst him, whi ch he is
ordered t o do by De cr ee of' the Superi or Coun­
ci l , copy of vrhi ch Decree is a l so se rved on
hi m.

(Signed) Le Normand

1753
J anua ry 16, Sherif'f 's Ret urn

Pursuant to De cree of t he
Super i or Counci l , unders i gned Sher i f'f' served
citation on lir . Cheval and on l<r . Loui s Col l et ,
surnamed Jolicoeur , to appear on Fr i day f ol l ow­
i ng bef'or e 1~ . LeBr ett on , Councillor , Com­
missi oner , i n or der t o make depo siti ons r el ative
to I nfor=t ion to be pr epare d on pet i t i on of'
lir . Bor e , proceeding agai nst Mr . Faus sier .
Co py of whi ch De cree is also ser ve d on said
Cheval and Col let .

(Si gned) Le Normand

1753
J anua r y 23, Sher i ff ' s Ret urn

Under si gned Sherif'f' shows ser vice
of' citat i on on lir . Nico l a s Gauvin de Boiscl ai r
t o appear on January 25th bef'or e Mr . LeBr et t on
f or the same purpose a s outlined i n f or egoi ng
r eturn . Copy of sai d Deoree is also served on
Mr . DeBoisc1air .

(Si gned) La Normand

(6! pages )

Not pr i nted in Loui si ana Histor ical Quar ter ly .
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D.53/13

) YEAR 1753

SUCCESSION OF J OSEPH AnTOINE
DES LA.TTES, JOI NER .

Pet i tion

J.ANUARY 13

Petiti oner , Marguer i t e Lej eune , vri dow of
J os e ph Ant oine Des tat tes , joiner , prays
that she be a l lowed t o se l l a house and ; -
l ot situated on Conty st r eet in Nerr Or leans
f or the purpose of us i ng the pr oceeds f or
the benef i t of her seven children of whi ch
s i x are minors . Pet i t i oner a l lege s tha t
she is tutr ix of her said chi ldren and that
she is having a very di f fi cu l t t i me meet i ng

) the needs of so l arge c. family .

(Signed )
For Marguer i te Lej eune widow of

J os eph Ante . Des Lattes

1753
Janua r y 13 , Order

Undersigned J udge order s
tha t a fami l y meeting be held fo r the purpose
of de l iberat ing on the f or egoing petit i on .

(Si gned) D' Auber ville

( I i pages)

l~ Not pr inted in Louisiana Hi s t or i cal Quar t er ly .
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D. 53/14

YEAR 1753 JANU.ARY 13

RE : PIERRE J OS EPH de LISLE DUP.AR
v s , ANDRE & DORE .

(A part of a ) Decree .

"""\
J

Plaintiff 's pet i t i on praying t hat an I nfor mation
agains t Andr e and Dore be duly prepared and
that oert ain persons be oi ted f or that purpose :
All duly oons i dered : i t i s ordered by the Coun­
oi l that Andre and Dor e be summone d to appea r
before Mr . La Bretton , Commissioner , on the
firs t hear i ng day , to anmver t he oharges oon­
tained in Pl ai nt i f f ' s pet i tion ; an i nqui ry i s
a lso ordered he ld r ela tive to the faots a l l ege d
in said pet i t i on .

(Signed) By the Counoil
~nanta lou, Clerk

(Note : The name of plaintif f doe s not appear
on this page vmi oh is but a part of
thi s Deor ee, hovrover there is every
i ndioation that his name is Pi er re
J oseph de Li s l e Dupar) .

(1 pag e )

Not pr i nt ed i n Loui siana Histor ioal Quarter ly .
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_~ YEAR 1753

D. 53/15

J ANUARY 1 3

(Fi r st & Second Page on l y of)
EXCERPT FROM REGI STER OF HEARI NGS

OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCI L 0;;' THE
PROVINCE OF LOUISIfu'iA

DATED J AlWARY 13, 1753.

Judgment

Re: Pi er re Joseph Delillet Dupart ,
colonist , Plai nt i f f on Peti t i on .

)

The Super i or Council having duly cons i dered
t he pe t i ti on f iled by plaintiff i n whi ch he
al leges t hat since t he last ha rves t forty­
t hree head of catt le are mis s ing and that
he i s of the opinion that Andre and Dor e
are ki l l i ng them and he exp lai ns . ihy he i s
of t his opi nion , namely that he called at
the homes of said aforement i oned persons ,
a ccompanied by J ol yc oeur and Peleau and
that he fo und f r e sh meat there fo r whi ch
said Andre and Dor e were unab le to account
for but vaguely .
(endi ng miss i ng )

Not pr i nted i n Louisiana Histor ical Quarter l y .
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D. 53/ 16

YEAR 1753

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON OF THE
SUPERI OR COUNCI L.

JANUARY 13

)

-- --J

Present : Me ssr s . D'Aubervi l le , Connniss i oner of
the Navy, Ordonator , Associat e JUdge ,
De Membr ede , Senior Judge , Rague t , Dean
of the Counci l , per f orming the funct i on s
of At t or ney General of the King,
Le Br et t on , de Lalande and Laf renier e ,
Lateral Judges.

Judgments Rendered :
In re: Marguer i t e Lej eune , widow of J oseph

Ant oi ne Delatte , Joiner , Plainti f f .
Plai nt iff having pet i t i oned for order to sell a
house and lot in New ~'leans , a l l eg i ng t he bad
condition of t he house and t he fact t hat she was
l eft wi th seven chil dren, six of which are mincrs
and that she ha d gone to Pci nt e . Ccupee where she I

\Vu s endeavor i ng to earn a living ,nth t he he l p of
her children and that she vro ul d use the pr oce eds
from the sa le prayed for for her chi ldren 's
benefit , t he Council r endered Judgment decreeing
that a fami ly meet ing be held in pr esence of Mr .
Raguet , Connnissi oner , for the purpose of deliber ­
at i ng on plaint i f f ' s petition .

Page 1 &: 2
In re: J ean Vi l leneuve and J ean Temenar d ,

Carpent ers , .F:l a i nt i f f s ,
and Jean Douat-t:, Car penter , Def endant .

Plai nti f f s sue t he def endant f or ten mont h s '
sal ary at the r ate of one hundred French pounds
per month, f or carpenter wor k done by t hem on 00

schooner ,ihich defendant hOod undertaken t o r e­
pai r , plai nt i f f s al leged defendant has r efused
puymerrb and that the schooner was to be de liver ed
to Don Manuel Sanchez· and they therefore prayed

(conb td )
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D. 53/16 cont ' d .

f or citation of def endant and fo r j udgment
aga inst him f or said t en months ' sa l ary: t hey
also prayed fo r a '~'i t of Provisi onal Seizure
of sa id s chooner i n t he hands of said Sanche z
f or t he amount due t hem: t he Counci l r endered
j udgment decreeing that t he par t i es herein sum
up t he a cco unt s of the i r par t nership bef ore J ean
Cosse t , Carpent er of the King , and Loui s V. Vi lee ,
Contr actor i n t his Ci t y , vmo , i n case of dispute
wi l l submit the mat te r t o Mr . Livaudais , Por t
Captain i n this Colony , f or his de ci si on .

C)

CJ

Page 2 &: 3
In r et Ger ar d Tixerant, Ser geant i n the Company

of De Vi l l emont i n the Detached Troo ps of
the Navy , maintai ned in this Co lony ,
Pl aint i ff , and Mr. Phili pps , Shi p
Captain, Def endant.

Plaint i f f having sued defendant for del i very of
t hree bar r el s of r um pr ays f or judgment to that
ef fe ct , or in t he a l t er na t i ve t hat he be a l l owed
t o pur chase , at def endant 's expense , three bar r el s
of rum wher evor pl ai nti f f shall please at the
price previously agre ed upon by defendant , pl us
the addi t i ona l cost . Pl a int iff a l l eges having
enter e d i nto an agr eement wi th def endant f or the
purchase of f our bar r e ls of rum fo r account of
Mr. De Vi l l emont , at t he r ate of ninety Fr ench
pounds per barrel and t ha t he off ered defendant
t o pay him 100 French l i vres" ear ne s t money , f or
t he said four barr el s of rum, whi ch defe ndant r e­
f used; that def endant del i vered one of sa id barrels
but r e f used to de l i ver t he r emaining three , de ­
claring t ha t the pr i ce had since incr eased.
Counci l r end ered j udgment decr eei ng t hat the mat ­
t er be submitted t o ar bi t rat i on and appoi nt ed 1~ .

Lesas s i er and Durom, arbi t rat or s , and Mr . Rougue s ,
Umpi r e . Accor di ng to t he f i ndi ngs of a r bi t rat i on ,
t h,p Counci l wi ll r ender f iml j udgment .

(cont 'd)
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,
Page 4

In r e : Franccis J ourdai n in the name of and a s
husband of Therese Le Roy , Pl ai nti f f ,
represented by Mr . Gar i c ,
and Ant oi ne Danede in t he name of and
as husband of Cl audi ne Clong Ri zon ,
wi dow of Pi er re La Roy, mo ther of
a fo r esai d Therese Le Roy , Defendant .

Plnint i f f sues fo r partiti on of t he pr oper ty
l ef t by t he l ate Pierre Le Roy , t he adminis ­
t r a tion of ~nich i s in the hands of Anto i ne
Dane de ; he a l l ege s t hat pr ope r f orrral i t ies
hnd been obs erved r e l ative to t he admini st r a -
t i on of sai d pr operty and t hat nov, the wi f e of d:'.
pl a i nti f f , Ther ese Le Roy , i s of f ul l age and
accor di ng to l aw ent i t led to enj oy the pr operty
l ef t by sai d deceased, pi er r e La Roy , and he
prays that judicial sa l e of the estate s be or­
dered and parti t i on made of the proceeds . TIle
Council r enders judgment de cre ei ng t he jUdici al
sale of t he real estate of the Success i on of
sai d Pi er r e La Roy i n t he presence of the At ­
t crney Gener al , and al so t he par t i t i on of the
pr ooeeds among t he he i r s .

Page 5
I n r e: J oseph Phi l ipps , Shi p Captain, Pl ai nt i f f ,

.and Char les Dozi llet , Mcrohs~t , Def endant .
Plaintiff sues def endant i n or der t o obt ain se t ­
tlement of Letters of Exchange given in payment
f or a negro, f r om t he I ndi es, sol d defendant .
Aft e r hea r i ng the defense of f ered by def endant ,
the Counci l r ender ed judgment decreeing t ha t t he

. mat t er be submit ted to the ar bi t r a to r s to be ap­
poi nted by the Council and t heir f i ndings shoul d
be submit ted to the Counc i l f or a f i na l de cr ee .

Page5 , 6& 7
I n r e o Davi d Gi r andeau, a s hol der of Power of

at t or ney f or 15r . Boudet , Mer chant of

(cont ' d )
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La Roche l l e , by Substitution; sa id
Mr . Boudet hol ding Power of At to rney
of Jean, Char les , Amt hi er and Andre
Gigau , Rector s of the Hospi tal of
Savournin in Pr ovence , Pl aintiff ,
and Mr. Durnnd, Mer chan t of New
Orleans , Def endant .

Plaintiff sues defendant f or payment of f our
thousand, five hundred French pounds due on a
note made by defendant in f avor of a Mr .
Pe l l ing , ~~o be queat hed said note to the Hot el
Di e u of Savournin. The Counci l af t er exnmining
al l the legal documenba he r ei n sUbmitted , and
parti cul ar ly t he Wi l l of Pel l i ng, orders Mr .
Dur-and to pay the amount due on said note to
ltt . Girandeau , in his afor ement i oned capaci~ .

Page 7
I n re o Ja cques Canterell e , Testamentary Execu­

t or of the late Jean Arnaihon, Pl ai nt i f f ,
and Ruol ai r Chauvain Boi sclai r , through
hi s At tor ney , Mr . Garic , Defe ndant .

Pl a intiff sued Def endant f or tv~ hundred tvren~

Fr ench l i vre s duo the Succes si on of C=terol le
f or goods r ecei ved by him. JUdgment i s r endered
i n f avor of Pl ai nt i f f and Defendant i s or der ed
t o pay said amount and a l l cost s .

Page 7 l: 8
In r eo J ean 'Baptiste De s t r ehan, through his

Attorney , Mr . Garic , Pl a int i f f ,
and Pierre Cout urier , Defendant .

Plai nt i f f sues defendant fo r payment of fo ur
thousand eight hundred and e igh~r-nine FrenCh
livr es on a contract guar ant eed by a mortgage
gi v en by defendant on a cer t ai n house ; pl aint i f f
al l eges t hat def endant i s endeavor ing to de­
feat thi s mortgage by a pre jUdicia l sale .
(JUdgment r endered i s whol l y i l l egible) .

(cont 'd)
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Page 11 & 12
In reI J ean Bapti ste Lagroce , Plainti~~ ,

and Saint Eti enne Layssard , Def'endarrb ,
Plainti~f sues de~endant on a ·three-year l ease
o~ a house , said l ea se having begun Nov . I ,
1751 , and al l eges that de~endant o. res hi m 455
pounds , r ent fo r the ~irst eleven and one-
hal~ months o~ said lease , and prays ~or j udg­
ment r or said emounc, wi thout prejudice t o the
·unexpired portion o~ said l ease . The Counci l ,
haVing dul y considered the defense of de~endant

to the effe ct that he occupi ed the said house
but one year and then r et urned the key , t ogether
~~th his of~er o~ 13 months ' r ent , r enders j udg­
ment ordering plaintif~ to accept the amount
cover ing r ent fo r thi r teen , a s offered by de­
fendant , and t o cance l t he lease for the balance
of the unexpi red t erm and f urt her order s tha t .
defendant pay cost s .

Page 12
In r eI Jean Bapt i st e Legro s , sur named Latendres se ,

Plaintiff ,
and Mr . Pot i n , Defendant

PlRinti~f sues defendant fo r one hundred French
pounds , amount due on a note dated 1~y 10 , 1752 ,
made i n favor o~ Mr . Sebein. The Counc i l af t er
duly consider ing the said note he rein exhibited
and ot he r evidence , r endered a Def'au.Lt Judgment
agains t J~ . Poti n , defendant , and orde red t ha t
he be again summoned to appear on the first
hearing day . Cost s r e served .

Page 12 & 13
I n r eI Alexander Bor e , r esi dent, Plai nt i f f

on Petition.
Plainti~f prays for j Udgment permitting him
to ~ile an I nformat i on containing the fact s
expressed in hi s petit i on , which facts are
t o t he effect that plainti~f has be en r obbed
of ~·ro hundred chickens a nd that his storehouse

(cont 'd)
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Page 8 & 9 •
I n r e: lwssr s . Carrasse a nd Jean Milhet ,

merchants , Plainti~~s ,

and J eanne Huber t and Laur ent ter able ,
Def'endarrbs •

Plainti~~s a l lege that they had leased a house
~rom de~endnnts ~or b'ro year s at the r ate o~

one thousand French pound s per year but that
notv~thstand ing an advance by them o~ one
thousand pounds , de ~endants r e f used t hem pos­
ses sion ~o r ,'!hi ch t hey now sue , toge ther wi t h
damages . Counc i l r ender s j udgment permitt i ng
de I'endanbs to r eturn the amount advanced by
plaintif~s and to annul the l ease '7i t hin eight
days of' se r vice of this jUdgment .
De~endants ar e or dered to pay cos ts .

Page 9 & 10
I n r e : (1s t par t o~ name i l legible) Sar a zi n i n

his own name and that o~ his br other
Francoi s Sara zi n , Plainti~~ ,

and Rocquencourt , r esident o~ Poi nt
Coupee , in his o,vn name and as husband
o~ Anne Rol lane , vridow of' Franc oi s
Sar azi n , Defendant .

Plainti~~ pr ays for ci t ation o~ De~endant

commandang tha t he appear and be order ed t o
gi ve an a ccount o~ t he pr oper ty be l onging t o
the Succes si on o~ plainti~~ l s ~ather , al leging
that thei r mother had r emarried but had never
r endered an account o~ sa i d pr operty or o~ the
i ncome there~rom. Counci l r ende rs jud&",ent or ­
dering de~endant t o appee~ and r ender account
of the pr oper ty o~ said Successi on ,7i t hi n three
months ~rom this date . Al l costs are r eserved .

Page 10 & 11
(The major par t o~ t hi s case i s illegi ble )

( cont 'd )
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ha s been broken into and some of the content s
carried of f ; that these r obberie s .rer e com­
mitted by one of his negroes who brought the
t hings stolen to Mr . Foss ier , .vho gave this
negro r um in r et urn; that Mr . Fossier is en­
couraging ~1e negr oes t o st eal f or his bene ­
f i t . rfuer ef or e , plainti f f be l ieves that W~ .

Fossi er should be prosecuted by the Publ i o
Pr osecutor , upon r ecei ving t he pr oper i nforma­
t i on . The Counci l r enders j udgment permitting
Mr . Bor e , Pl aintiff , t o make the i nfor mation
praye d f or be fo re Mr . Le Bre t t on , Luteral Judge ,
a ppoi nt ed Commissioner her ei n , .and or der s that
the repor t of the proceeding be submitt ed t o the
Publ ic Pr ose cut or fo r f ur ther a cti on . Said
j Udgment also orders citation of said Fossier .
whereby he i s commanded to appear on the next
hear i ng day .

Page 14, 15 & 16
I n r e : J ose ph Del li s l e Durand , r e sident ,

Plaint i f f on Peti t i on .
Plai nt i ff pr ays f or j udgment per mit t ing him to

(

f i l e an I nformation containing the fact s ex-
pres sed in his pet i t i on , .vhi ch f ac t s ar e to
the effe ct t hat pl a i nt iff has been having his
cattle s t ol en and ki l led ; t hat he bel ieves· he
ha s pr oof poi nt i ng t o the f act t ha t Andre and
Dor e are guil ty and he goes i nto de tcrL l on t his
poi nt and conclude s his petit i on by stat ing t hat
f or the benefi t of t he Co l onist s , t he Publ i c
Prosecut or should pr osecute said Andre and Dor e ,
upon his be i ng furnished Vlit h t he I nformation
herein prayed fo r . Pl aint i f f furthe r prays fo r
citation of Dor e and Andre and of certain wi t ­
nes ses , a l l t o be hear d before a Commi ssi oner
to be duly appo i nt ed . The Council grant s
plsi nt iff ' s pet i t i on and permi t s him to make
the i nf ormation prayed fo r ; citat ion of Dore and

(cont ' d) .
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Andre to answer the charge s before J.lr .
LeBretton , Commissioner , on the f i r st day
of hear ing , is a l so ordered .

Not pr i nt ed in Louisiana Hi s t or i cal Quarter ly .
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YEAR 1753

No. 1333

J lti'ffiARY 13

EXECUTIVE SESSI ON OF SUPERIOR COUNCIL

Present :

Suits:

Mes sr s . D'Aubervil l e , As s i stant - I n­
t endant and Pr es ident of ~1arine ;

Rague t , Dean of the Council , a ct i ng
At tor ney-General of the King ;
Le Bre t on , De Lalande and Laf reniere ,
additional Counci lor s , consti tut ing
D. quorum.

.,

(1) Sr . Ti xe r ant , Plai nt i f f , vs . Sr . Phi l ippe ,
Ship Captain , Defendant .

Coun ci l ordains t ha t each par ty shal l name
an arbi t r a tor ; Tixerant named Sr . Le Sassier an d
Sr . Phi l i ppe named Sr . Durand , Counci l named Sr .
Nonguer i n case of confl i ct , a rbi t r ation t o be
ef f ect ed i n f avor of whom it may concer-n ,
Cost s reserved .

(2 ) Sr. Gi r audeau , Pl m nt i f f , vs . Srs .
Garic and Durand , Def endant s .

Counci l orders Sr . Durand to pay the
sum of 3000 livres to Sr . Gi r ardeau; Sr .
Gi r ardeau t o pay cos t s .

(3) Sr . Dest r ehan, Pl ai nt i f f , r epr esent ed
by Sr . Garie , vs . Sr . Couturi er ,
defendant .

Council i s suos wr i t of a t tachment
against Sr . Dest rehan , mat te r t o r emain i n
present stat us unt i l arr ival of pe l t ry .

( cont ' d )
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(4) Sr . Oar-esae JI;il l et , Pla inti f f ,
vs . Laurent LarabIe , Defendant

Council ordai ns that proprietors shal l
obtain pos se ss i on of premises by paying l essee
a compensat ion of 300 livres and r ef ilildi ng the
1000 livr es pa i d in a dvance ; sho uld pa r t ies a c­
cept thi s decisi on same shal l bO into effect in
e ight day s f r om date .

(5) Sr . Phi l i ppe , Ship Captain, Plaint i f f ,
vs . Sr . Des Illets , Defendant .

Counci l ~~me s Srs . Jli l le t and Fusi l l ier
arbitra t ors , t ogether wi t h Sr . J~~rtin in ca se
of confl ict , bef or e whom partie s sha l l appea r .

(6 ) J acques Cant re l le , Pl a int i f f , vs .
Sr . Boisclai r , Defendant ,
r epr esented by Sr . Garic .

Counci l or ders Sr . Boisclai r to pay Sr .
Cant re l le 220 i i vr e s vd t h costs .

(7) Sr . Sara zi n , Plai nt iff , vs.
Sr . Rocancour , Defendant .

Coun ci l order s Sr . Rocnncour t o r ender
an a ccount f or 3 mont hs . Expense s reserved .

(8) Sr . Jourdai n , Plaint i ff , v s .
Sr . Darede . Defendant.

Counci l appr oves agr eement be~.een

part ie s that immovabl es be sold i n pre sence
of the King I s At tor ney General .

(9 ) Sr . Dupl anty , Plai ntiff , 'r epr esen t cd by
Sr . Garic , vs . Louis Brazi lee , al so
known a s Tourangot , Defendant .

CotUlci l orders Sr . Tourangot t o r ender
an a cco unt for one month i n pre sence of Ifr .

_. Kerni on .

(cont 1d)
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(10) Sr . La Gr os , Plnint iff , vs .
Sr . Laissard , Defe ndant .

Council or der s Sr . Laissa rd t o pey
13 months' r ent , and mor eove r t hat sai d l ea se
be cancelled .

(11) Sr . La Gr os , Pl ainti f f , vs .
Sr . Pot i n , Defendant .

Council casts pl ai nt i f f f or non­
appeo.re.nco , and or dai ns that cas e be r-e seb f or
f ir st Cour t Day . Cos t s r eserved.

(12 ) Sr . Vi llene uve , Plni nt i f'f , vs ,
Sr . Done.t , Defendant .

Counci l orders part ie s t o appe~ f or
ar bi tra t ion before Srs . Dosset and Vi l e , and
i n case of' coni' l ict befor e lJr . Li 7audais ,
Capt ain of the Por t . Cos t s r eser ved.

(Si gned ) D'Auber vi l le

Not pr inted in Lo ui si ana Hi stor i cal Quar t er l y .
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YEAR 1753

A.1<fSViER TO S1}.ll.lONS .

J.A1mARY 15

I n answer to summons served upon him
at reques t of Sr . Le Gros , appe ar er
s tat os to the Counci l that he is pre­
par ed to pay the bal~noe due on 1 3
months I r ent , having oocupi ed the
house in questi on 1 yea r and 9 d~y s ,

at the expiration of whi ch time he
delivered key s t o the ovr.ner; he , ho~­

ever , r ef uses to pay fo r 14 months a s
demanded .

) (Signed) Lays sar d

~,

Not pr i nt ed in Loui s ian.~ Historical
Qu.'\l' ter l y .
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YEAR 1753 ltANUAR'f 19
5 pages

-j DEPOSITIONS MADE AT INVESTIGATION

CONDUCTiID ON P~ITION (F

MR. BAURA.

Pursuant to the Decree rendered by the superior
Council on danuary 13th, inve~tigation was made,
as petit ioned for by Mr . Baure before Mr.
LeBretton, Commissiomr, when the below-named
persc:ns gave their respective depositions rela­
tive to the facts contained in said petition,
after being duly placed under oath.

Mr. Franqois Cheval, Manager of the plantation
of Mr. Delachaise, stated that on t wo different
occasions he saw negroes at Mr. Fossier 's place;
that the first time thare,were about six; that
these belonged to Mr. Bore and that they had put
four sacks of coin and some empty bottles under
Mr. Fossier I s ga lle ry and that when he asked
the servant of Mr . Fossier what these negroes
wan t ed , she told him they wanted rum. Mr .
Cheval further stated that he bad instructed
Fossier not to let any of the negroes of Mr .
Delachaise have any brandy unless thsy had a
note and that he had never known Mr. Fossier
to do so without having sooh no te ,

(Signed) Cheval
Le Bretton
Chantalou,

clerk.

' J

The next person gi vi ng depositions wa s Louis
Collet surnamed duly Colur, manage r of (name
torn away cCIIIPletely) plantation, who states
that he has absolutely no knowled~e of any
of the facts coIItamed in Mr . Bore's petition
nor did he know that Mr. Fossier sold rum,
although be states he did borrow six pitchers

(cont'd)
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or rum from him and that ha is to retum them
or pay t ha prioe at whi oh Fossier purohased
the rum. He did not sign his depositions,
stating ha did not kno w how.

(Signed) LeBretton
Chentalou. Clerk.

January 25. 1753

Mr. Nioolas Chauvin de Boisclair, Offioer of
the Citizens' Mili t ia . then gave his .depos i t1ons
wm r ei n he stated that the week before Christmas
one or his negroes disappeared fran the planta­
tion and upon his retum was dead drunk; that.
ihat ni/dlt he had him r l o.<z:ged at 11hiohdtim!lii s negro, n8l'Iloo Levell.L'EJ, said ne na tie7n
drinking with negroes belonging to Mr. Bors.
whi o h leads Deponent to believe that t he liquor
was obtained rrom Fos e i er . Deponent furt her
stated that about the t ime the Ind ians wer e
striking a blow. ha met two ne~ces riding a
horse belonging to Mr. Lafreniere and oarrying
4 empty bottles and upon his a s ki ng thEm where
they wer e going, they answered to Mr. Fossier's
plaoe t o get sane rum.

(Signed) Chauvin Boisolair
LeBretton
Chentalou. Clerk

January 25. 1753

Uodersigned. Conmi ssioner. orders the r arego ing
Depositions subnitted to the Publ i o Pros eout or
far h ia attention.

(Signed) Le Br et t on

Not printed in Louisiana Historical. Quarterly .
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JANUA..1=tY 17

)

COPY OF RECEIPT AND AGREEMENT.

By a ct before under s igned Nctal1f and .r.itnesses ,
Francois Trepagnier , resident of this Colony ,
i n the name of and as husband of Marianno.
Barth , daughter of Jean Bar t h and of the l ate
Perine Davdd, aclalovrledges payment t o him by
Jean Barth , his fathe r - in- la", of' ':':10 t housand
t wo hundred fifty livres as t he share and portion
coming to said Mar i anne Barth , his .r.if e , from the
Successi on of the l a t e Per i ne Davi d and in a c­
cordance v~th agr eement made February 3, 1752 , be ­
f cre Nu-. Darensbourg , Commander- of t he Vi l lage of
Des Al lelll!lnds , and he reby discharges J ean Barth ,
his fathe r - in- le.., of a l l fur ther obl i gat i on i n
the Succe s sion of the said Peri ne David , and he
de c l~res that he has no i nte r est i n the Successi on
of Jean Barth , af ter t he l atter ' s death : a l l of
vrhi ch he agr ees to have his .vife· r at i fy upon her
arriva l i n New Orleans .

Done a t New Or leans , Origina l signed : Francois
Trepagnier , Tizoneaux , Songy, and by the Not ary
under s igned .

(Si gned ) Chantalou, Not ary
Cler k

(213 pag es )

_} Not pr i nted in Louisiana Hist or i ca l Quar t er ly .
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YEAR 1753

#1335

FEBRUAII.Y 6

RECEPTI ON Ai1D INST.~jk~TI QN

OF MESSRS. de KERLEREC,
de MEMBREDE A..1ID de BELLISLE.

Pre s i ding at this i nstalla t i on of member s of
the Super i or Council were : Me s sr s . De Vaudr eui l ,
Gover nor of Loui si a na , D' Auber vil l e , Commiss i on ­
er of the Navy , performing f lmctions of Ordonat or ,
de Membr ede , h~j or , Raguet , Dean of the Counci l ,
per fo rming f unct i ons of At t or ney Gener al of the
Ki ng , Le Bretton, de l a Lande , Kernion and
Lafreniere , La t e ral Judges . I n confor mity wi t h
Le tters of Appointment shovdng nominat ion by the
King , wh i ch we r e duly r ead and ordered r egis t er ­
e d , t he f ol l owing gent l emen were r ecei ved and
i ns t a lled i n the f o l l m1ing pos i t i on&: Mr . de
Ker l e r ec, Gover nor of t he Provinco i n place of
tir . De Vaudreui l ; Mr. de Membr ede , (heret ofore
Maj or ) Lieutenant of the King i n t his Province ;
tir . de Be l li s le , Maj or .

(Signed )
De Me J:lbr ede
De l a lande

By r o quest
(Si gned) Rag ue t .

Vaudreui l
Bolli s l e

La Bret t on
Hushet

6< Ker ler eo
D' Aubervi l l e

de Kornion

)
-r- 1753

February 6 ,

placo s h i s

Petit i on
IJr . Simard de Bel l i s l e

a ppoi ntme nt as Maj or bof or o the

( cont ' d )
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# 1335 cont rd .

Super ior Counci l and as such i s entitled to
take par t i n the Sos si ons of the Council , a s
shown by t he List sent by the King t o the
Gover nor .
wrrerefore , he prays that he be accorded the
r ank at the Council to vmich his positi on en­
tit l es hi m o.nd that his Let t er of Appointment
be r egistered and executed according to i ts
f orm and t enor .

(Signed) Bel l is le

( 3 page s )

Not pr i nt ed i n Louisio.na Hi stor i ca l Quarter ly .
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YE11R 1753

# 1340

FEBRUlIRY 10

J

, SUCCESSI On OF J C6 EPH VAIE1lTIH DAUBLlN
(TvTO Communit i es ar e i nvolved) .

Copy of Pr ocos Verba l of Fami l y Beeting .

Pursuant to Decr ee r ender ed by the Counci l on
Ncvember 11t h l ast , a Fami l y Meet i ng wa s he l d
f or the purpose of appoi nt i ng a Tutor and un­
der -Tut or t o t he minor chi ldr en of Mar ie Anne
Gr ati en , rri.dow of J oseph Valent i n Daublin, VThi ch
chi ldren ",ere i s sue of he r mar r iage to Joseph
Valenti n Daublin . Presiding a t this meet i ng was
J~ . J ean Bapt i s t e Raguct , per f ormi ng the f unct i ons
of At torney General . Thos e pre sent , undersi gned ,
wore friends and r ela t ives of t he Daublin minor s .
After due de l iber at i on, the Wi dow Daubl in vms
named Tut r i x of her said minor chi ldren, and Mr .
Delisle surnamed Dupar-c , was naned Under -Tutor ;
both nominati ons wer e accept ed . TIhor eupon t hose
pr esent then t ook up the mat ter of nominating a
Tutor t o the minor children of' the l at e J oseph
Val ent i n bor n of hi s f i rst mar r iage viliich was to
the l at e Mar guer i t e Decuir . Mr . Pugeol was nomi­
na t ed Tut or and Guardian of t he se sai d minors ,
vilii ch nomina tion he accept ed .

I t was t hen de ci ded by t hose . present t hat in or­
der t o partition t he proper ty of said Daublin, de ­
ceased , it should be sold at auct i on and par­
t i cularly i n vieVI of t he f a ct tha t the l and and
pl a ntation, t hrough l ack of cultivat i on , woul d
deter iorat e , entai l i ng a l os s to the minors .
Or i gi na l si gned : Marianne Daublin , Jean Pier r e
Daubl i n , Pujeau, Judice , J ean Pier re Har dy and
J acques Her ne t .

(cont 1d)
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Vlher e upon , said Fami l y Me et i ng .vas or der ed sub­
mit ted f or homologa t i on by Mr . Ragueb ,
Or i ginal si gne d : Raguet and by under s i gnod ,
Cle r k .

(Si gned) Chant a lou , Clerk

1753
March 10, Order of Homol ogati on

Unders i gned Judge order s homo logati on
of sa i d Fami ly Mee t i ng and or der s its execut i on
a ccording to i t s f or m and tenor .

(Signed) DIAuber vi l l e

(2~ pages )

i~ Not pr i nted in Louisiana His t orica l Quarter l y .
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') YEAR 1753

4iD . 53/19

PERSONAL LETTER .

FEB RUARY 15

\

Thi s l et t er i s addressed t o b~ . Roude z ,
mer chant a t St . Pier r e , at Anchorage , by
und ers i gned c.t Pi l ot Shor e , vrho expr esses
hi s joy a t hi s f riend 's ar r i val and t el l s
him t hat he had anticipat ed it Tn t h i mpa t i ence
because he f elt he c~~d Mr . Roude~ much be ­
cause of hi s at tenti on to t he wri ter 's affai r s .
The vn' i t er t ells Mr . Roude z he coul d not have
come t o a place wher-e the \'n nt er was mil der
bhan here . He thon a s sures Mr . Roudo z of hi s
at t achment and asks that ho l et him hear from
him.

(Si gned) Chimbaud de Filhort

I n the fo rm of a pos ts cri pt , the writ er send s
hi s compliment s to Ikr . Dupin. He a l so says
tha t Mr . Thi bault would have liked t o have
m'it t on but , because of hi s departure , wa s un­
abl e t o do so and a sked t o be r emembared t o Mr .
Roude z by the Tn'i ter .

(No s i gnat ure )

(1 page )

Not printed in Louisiana Hi stor i cal Quarte r l y .
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D 53/20

l
Y~:J.R ·1753

l it page s

PETITIOn

FEBRuARY 15

Pla i nt i ff , Joseph Del i l l e , sur name d Dupar d,
r epresents t ha t , on January 30t h , l ast , one
named Te rrebon.~e , killed a cow and i t s ca lf,
both of whi ch bel onged to hi m. ',lher ef or e , he
pr ays for cit a t i on of sai d Ter r ebonne to
appear a nd be orde r ed t o pay Pl a i nt i f f damages
and i nt er est.

(Signed)
DU e Dupa r t .

February 17, 1753.

ORD"SR

Pet i t ion for ci t at i on grant ed

(Si gned )
D' J\uber vi lle

February 26, 1753,

SHERIFF ' s RETUP.lT

Undersi gned She r i f f make s hi s ret ur n' s rDwing se r vice
of ' ci t ation on Hr . Ter rebonne , r esi dent of Cannes
Br us lee s , t o appea r on lJar ch 1s t, before t he
Counci l t o a ns we r Pl a i nt i f f ' s pet i t i on , copy of
which was al so ser ved on Mr . Terrebonne .

(Si gned)
Le Normand.



NO DATE
2t page s,.:. J

- 2 -

ANSWER

Def en dant , J acques Du~re , sur name d Terrebonne ,
answer ing Pla int i f f ' s Pe t i t i on , a lleges no cause o f"
act ion and prays f or di smissa l of Pl a int i s s ' s eui t ,
on t he ground t ha t the ani mals ki l led were not
Pla i nt i f f ' s and because he shar ed i n t heir mea t .
Def e ndant admit s the kill i ng of a cow and calf but
denie s t hey belonged t o plai nt i f f , al l egi ng t hat t hey
were s t r ay , t ha t t hey we re unma r ked and trespassing
on hi s l and whe re strays do a great deal of damage .
Defencant fur t he r a l lege s t hat he wi l l , i n future ,
r ef r ain f r om ki l l i ng an i ma l s which trespas s on hi s
pro per ty , pr ovided t he owners re i~burs e hi m for the
damage done by t hese an i ma l s .

J
( No s i gna t ur e )

( 61 )
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D 53.'21

SHERIFF'S RE'l'lJID!

FEBRUARY 21

)

,"' J

Under s i gned , She r i f f , make s his retur n
showing servi ce of Ci t a t i on on lIT. Fauss i er ,
at Ca~~e s Brus l~e s , t o appea r before the
Super i or Coun ci l t o answe r cha r ges agains t
him, and i nf or ming hi m that s hould he be
pre se nt o r absent , the Court wi l l proceed
t e final j udgment .

(Si gned)
Le Normand.

Not pr inted in Louisiana Hi st or i ca l Quar t e r l y .
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FEBRUARY 26

J

IN RE: PETITI On OF za . . ::ELI SLE": SU• •'l.1'ED
roPlillT, SR. , PLAINTr::;'F ON PETI TIon .

She ri ff 's Re t ur n .

Under s i gned , She r i f f , makes his r e turn showing
ser vi ceof citat i on on I iI' . 3i xne r t o a ppear on
iJa r ch 1s t , befo r e J.lr . Lebre tto n , Judge ,
Co~~is s ioner i n t his ca se, t o gi ve hi s t est i mony
at t he i nvestigat ion which i s be i ng conducted
on pet i t i on of l'r. Dupa r t aga i ns t Andr~ and
Jk>re . The usual f ae wi ll be paid hi m i n accord­
an ce wi th l aw. Thi s ci t a tion was served pursu ant
to De cree of t he Counci l r ender ed on January
13t h , last .

(Signed)
Le Hor mand,

Rot l i s t ed i n Lo Uisiana Hi s t or i ca l uart e rly .

(19)
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Yi m ' i 753
3 page s

'J

SHERIFF ' S RE~'URl:T

Unde r s i gned Sher iff , makes hi s Re tur n s ho wi ng
t hat pur suant t o De cre e of t he Supe r i or Co unci l ,
wh i ch was r ende r ed January ll3t h , l a s t , 'he se r ved
Ci tat ions on t he be lo w- name s pe r sons to appea r at .
t he Regi st ry i n New Orl eans , before Mr . LeBre t t on ,
Judge , Commi ss ioner i n t his mat te r , to g i ve t he ir
t es t imony at t he invest i gation conducted on pe t i ­
tion of y~ . De l i s le , su r named Dupar t , relat ive t o
f acts t he rein contained :

,
LOUis Col l e t , ' ai rnamad Jolicoeur , Manage r
of Pl ant at i on bel ongi ng to lir s . Pi cque ry , at
Cannes Brusl~e s .

Ur . Ri ::mar , re s i dent of Canne s Br us l ees :
tIr . Vincent Boyan, .' ., 1t t t I'
~~ . Cr ouv i l l e , Se r geant of t he Company of

Mr . de Go ur don , domiciled at Cannes Brus l~es .
Hr . Pi t t eau , SOl di er i n t he Camp of y~ . de

t!io r vil l e , domiciled at t he Bar ra cks of s aid
place .

Undersigned, al s o sholVs t hat he se rved Citations
on Dor e , living on Mr . Bore 's plantat i on, fi ve
l eague s f ro m New Orleans , and on .~dre , l iving at

Cannes Brus l e es , summoni ng t hem t o appea r bef or e
l IT . LeBretton , Judge , Con~iss ioner , on Ma r ch 1s t . ,
a t t he Inves t i gation condu ct e d on pe t i tion of Mr .
De l i s l e , surnamed Dupar t , f or the purpose of answer­
i ng char ges made agains t t hem. Copy of t he above
ment i oned Decr ee was al so se rved on ea ch .

(Signed )
Le Nor mand.

Not l i s t ed in Lou i s i ana His t ori cal Quar t e r l y .

(19 )
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D 53/24

L3TTBR

FEBRIJARY 27

)

The name of t he per son to whom t his l e tter
is addre ssed is not ment ioned . The unde r ­
s i gned acknowledge s r ece i pt of a pr evi ous
l et t er and de clar es t hat he wi l l t ake 2 , 000
pounds fo r hi s mul at t o , Joseph, not i nclud­
i ng hi s t rans por t at i on . As t o t he r obbery
commi t t ed by him, he sugges ts t hat r esor t
be had to t he usua l pro cedur e , that he may
be hanged .

I n concl us i on , the wr i t er says t ha t his
wife wi ll cl o se the matte r with t he pe r son
ad dres sed .

(Signed )
Chas teau

Hot lis t ed in Io uf s Lena Hi s t or i cal Qua r t er l y
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YEAR 1753

# 1336

I NVESTI GATI ON
aga ins t

Al1DRE and DORE

ILillCH 1

This investigation ems oonduot ed before L~ .

Cezar e Le Br et t on , Lat era l Judge , Commis si oner
appo i nted i n thi s mat t er , on pe t i t i on of Pi er re
De l isle surnamed Dupare , agai nst Andr e and
Dore , in exe out i on of the deoree r ender ed by
t he Counc i l on January 13t h l ast . The fo llow­
i ng persons , upon observance of t he usua l
f or lnal i t i e s , tes t ified a s fo llows :

Louis Col let , Ovor seer of the plantati on be­
l onging to the ·,"fi do., Pi query, who t estifie d
tha t he went with Dupar e to the home of Andr e
and there the negr-es s, who had a ccompanaed them,
di s cover ed a shi n of beef oooking i n -Andre 's
house J t h.at Andre had denied having been hunt i ng
and was unab l e t o a ooount for t he .my "he had ob­
t ained this pi ece of meat . Col let a l so t est ifi ed
t hat they had gone t o Mr . Bore ' s pl aoe wher e
Andre lived and that Andr e t ol d them he had been
hunt i ng and had killod a r oe-buck . This . fi t ness·
then conoluded his t estimony by de claring he knew
nothi ng mor e . He f urthe r deel a red he could not
sign because he di d not know how.

(Si gned ) Le Bretton

The next vfi t ness \ 7!1.S Leopol d Fi l lau , sol dier i n
the Company of Or vi l le of t he Detaohed Troops
of t he Navy i n this Co l ony , on l eave , and vror-k­
i ng on Mr . Dupare ' s pl antat i on . Pi l l au t esti­
f ied t ha t t rm months ago , he went i n the company

( con b l d ) .
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# 1336 cont ' d .

of Yx . Dup~re t o Andre ' s home t o f i nd out
whet her he had bee n huntip~ , wher e upon he
a nswer-ed he VJUs ill and unab l e t o "JUlk; bhat
a negr-ess , who had accompanied them, then
sho'7ad t hem a sh i n of be ef whi ch she had dis­
cover ed cooking i n Andre ' s house ; that Andre
became s peechless bu t fi~~lly decl~red he .roul d
a ccount f or t he acquis ition of t he meat .vhen it
should become ne ce ssary . Pi l lau ~lso tes t ifi ed
having; gone Trith Dupar e t o '1Ir . Bor e ' s pla ce wher e
Dor e lived and viner e t hey f ound fresh meat , tha t
Andre t old them, that vmi l e hunting , he had
kil l ed a r oe-buck. Pi l lau de clar ed thi s t e sti ­
mony was entirel y t r ue .

(Si gned ) Le Bre t t on
Leopold Pi llod

The next wi t ness ~.".s Cl ement Cr ouvi l le ,
Ser geant i n the Company of Gourdon i n ~~e De­
t ached Tr oops of the Navy , = intained in thi s
Co l ony , on l eave and living at t he pla ce . of t he
person named Fausni er . Rel ati ve to the fact s
contai ned in peti t ion of V~ . Dupar e , this vrit ­
ne s ~ t e s t i f i e s t ha t he at no t i me saw Jendre
and Dor e hunti ng , nor did he s ee them handling
any meat , wh d. oh i s a ll he can say .

(Signed) La Br et ton
Cr oville

Vi ncent Boyan t he n t es t i fi ed to t he effect
tha t thr ee mont hs ag o , .lni le a t home , he hear d
gun shot s und t hat several day s l a t er , .vhi l e
hunting r abbits he discovered a place wher e
ei t he r a C017 or an ox had bee n killed and t hat
the t ai l '"JUS s t i ll the r e . As t o who did thi s
killing , he docs not 'knotr , He de c l ar ed he di d
not know hem to write and was the r efore unab le
to si gn hi s t es t i mony .

(Si gned) Le Bret t on

(cont 'd)
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George Rixne r v~s the l us t vd tness hear d
and he testified t hat he has no knov:ledge
of any of the facts contained i n Dupar e ' s
petitionJ that a l l he knows i s that i n t he
woods back of his place , ther e Via S a pla ce
shovd ng evi dence that a cow or an ox ha d
be en kil led . He declar ed he "~s unab le t o
vn"i t e and hence coul d not s i gn his testi mony .

(Signed) La Bretton

(7 pages)

Not pr i nt ed in Louisiana Historice~ Quarter l y .
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YEAR 1753

# 1337

MAR CH 1

I N RE : PIERRE de LISLE SURNM ED DUP_<lRE ,
PWUNTIFF , ON PETITI ON.

Pr oce s Verbal of Defaul t Rend ered against
Andre and Dor e .

Pi er re de Li s l e , s t~named Dupare , appeare d be ­
f ore 1~ . Louis Cezard Le Bre t t on , Lateral JUdge ,
appoi nt ed Commi s si oner in this mat te r , and de­
clared t hat , i n the mat ter of the Stut agai nst
Andre and Bor e , Deer ee had been r endered by the
Super ior Counci l on Januar y 13t h l ast , permitting
the i nvestigation for whi ch he pet i t i oned , vrll i ch
i nves tiga tion .vas t o be conducted by afor e - .
mentioned Commi s s ioner , f or which purpo se 'vrl t ­
nes se s h ad been s~mene d to appear . l~lereupon ,

sa id Commis si oner ha-vi ng vmited due t ime and
said Dupar e and t he ~~tne s se s havi ng appear ed ,
due co gnizance vm s t aken or t heir appear~nce ;

Defau lt vms t hen r endered agai ns t said J-ndre
and Dor-e , "Iho"fai led to ap pear , af ter having
be en dul y stumnoned. The vr.lt nesses , pre sent ,
vrer e placed under oath , t he i r t esti mony hear d
and duly r educed t o vrriting .

(Si gned) Del le Dupar t
Le Brett on

Not pr i nt ed i n Louisiana Hi st orical Quar t er l y .
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D. 53/25

YEAR 1753

CERTI l'IEu COry OF
POTIER 07 ATTORNEY

Appe ar ing befor e Fr anoois Caretto, Mi s si onary
of the Socioty of Jesus at Arkansa s i n
Loui siana , dul y au t hor i zed t o offi ci a t e a s
Not ary , Squi re Et ienne de Vaugine de Nuysment ,
pr e sentl y r es i di ng a t t hi s Post , and Dame
Ant oi net t e Pelagie Pet i t de Livil l er s , hi s
wi fe , duly author i zed by he r said husband ,
bot h of ~TIom her e consti t ut c and appoi nt
Squire De ~hous sai e , Knight of ti,e Roy~ l &
Mi l i tary Order of St . Louis , Captain of a De­
t a ched Company of the Ne.vy , a t Louisiana ,
Commandor at Arkansa s , t heir At t or ney , to ask
f or and obtain at l aw, or ot her-nse , the shar e
devol ving upon them and coming t o them f r om the
Succe ssi on of Squi r e m,ar l es Petit De Liviller s
and f r om that of Dame Louise Et i ennet te De
lla lbe c , parent s of sai d Dame Antoi net t e Pelagia
Pet it De Li vi l l er s , vnli ch shar e has been de­
l i v er ed t o SqUi re Del f aux De Pontal ba , Captain
i n Louisiana , Commande r- fo r t he King a t Poi nt
Coupee . Said At t or ney i s hcr eby aut hor i zed to
do a l l t hings nece ssary and customa~J t o a o­
compl ish t he pur pose fo r vmich this Povrer of
Attorney VIa S gr~lted and they agr eed t o r at i fy
a l l a cts done under t hi s authori zation Q~ti l

it ~ffiS expre s sly r evoked.

J (SEAL)

(Signe d ) Francois Car et te , lli s si onary
Vaugi ne de Ntly sment
dekivi l l i or de Vaugi ne

(cont ' d )
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March 21 ,

i l l ne ss,
Power- of
i n orde r
place .

(1 page)

D. 53/2 5 cont ' d .

Substi tuti on
Because of constant

De 1~~oussaye t r an smit s ~le f oregoing
Attorney to b~ . Le Br~tton , JUdge ,
that he be subst ituted to act i n h i s

(Si gned) De 1~~ous saye

Hot pri nted i n Loui s iana Histori cal Quarter ly .
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D. 53/ 26

MARCH 2

BILL DL'E BY
OF SeRO0l'!ER "I.e
BY LAMARQUE.

BOYER TO THE CARGO
RAZIIPJ)"', COLThIANDED

This bi l l cover s scap, va no , f lour , br~ndy ,

,vhi skey , et c . and t otals •• • ••• • 665 . 13 . 6
to Ga pcyment on account •••••••• 182 . 12 . 6

Leav:i.ng a balance of .. .. ..... .. .. ... .. .. 48 3 .. 1 •

17 53
July 9 , Certi fi cati on a s t o correctness.

(Si gned) l~marqucr

1753
July 12 .

1 s . to Sr .

}J.emor andun by Boyer se.yi ng he
OTIe S t he above amount of 463 .
Lamarque .

(Signed) (X) mar k of Boyer
Armona, 1'r1 tmo s s
St . Thomal

Dated August 8, 1753

On r everse side i s an order on ],lr . Ch= t n. l oup
to pay t o Lamaz-que, Capt ai n of the Schooner
sai ling i n t wo days fo r iJar t i nique , the sum
of 483 l i vre s due by the Succes s i on of
Francoi s Eoyer . This sum is t o reimburse
Lamarque ~hen ef f ect s of Succes s i on have
been sold .

(Si gned) R~guet

( corrt t d )
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D. 53/26 cont rd .

Receipt f or t he above s um.

(Signed ) Lamarquer-

(2 page s)

Not pr i nted in Louisiana Hi st or i cal Quarterl y .
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YEAR

RE: PIERRE GERMAIN Vs.
FRANCOIS' BOYER

Petition

Plaintiff, Pierre Gemain, alleges that he
is ready to leave here to go to Franoe} that
Mr. Boyer owes him a debt of rive thousand
throe hundred eighty-seven pc:>unds, aeven sols,
oovering two separate transaotions} that Boyer
has made but a small payment on the entire debt
and has sinoe refused to pay the balanoe due.
Wherefore, plaintiff prays that Boyer be oited
to appear before the Counoil and be ordered,
under penalty of arrest, to pay the total amount
due plaintiff and that the right be reserved to
plaintiff to deduot the amounts, heretofore paid,
from the total amount. Plaintiff also prays for
oosta.

(Signed) (X Ilark of Pierre Germain)
By Gario

1753
Ilaroh 2, Order

Undorsigned JUdge grants petition
for oitation of Boyer.

(Signed) D'Aubervi11e

1753
Ilar eh 2, Sheriff's Return

Undersigned Sheriff makes his
return sllowing servioe of oitation to appear

(oont'd)



fiD. 53/27 cont'd.

beforo the Superior Oouno11 on March 8.
1753, on Francois Boyer to answer plaintiff's
petition. oopy of which was also served on
sa.id Boyer.

(Signed) LeNor.oand

\
J

Not printed in Louisiana. Historical Quarterly.
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l.1ARRIAGE COHTRAcr

MAR CH 5

Not listed i n Louisiana Hi storical Quarte r l y .
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This ma r r i age cont r act i s made and ente red
i nt o by Silvai n Phil io~a , r es i de nt of New Or ­
leans , and Mar ie Anne Fg;uquo.; . ':Ti dow of
Ni col as Dubunot , in pre se nce of unders i gned
Not a ry , r ela t ives and fr i ends. This cont r act
contains t he usual s tipul ations rel at i ve to
par ti es mar ry i ng each ot her at a Catholic cere ­
mony ; to debt s , t o communi t y rights , t o usual
dona t i ons i nt er vi voa to each other and also to
t he right of surv iving sp ouse to renounce said
communLt y , Sa i d cont ract contai ns the f urthe r
sti pulati on$ : the dowry of the future wi f e i s
t o consist of her shar e i n the commun i t y whi ch
ha d exi s t ed bet waen her and he r l a t e husband ,
fu ture husband make s a settlement of 1500# on
said fut ure wi f e f or wh i ch s he f urn i she s t he
customary mort gage as secur i t y f or same . 500#
is to be i nheri ted by t he survivor i n community ,
wh i ch amount i s t o be ded~c ted bef or e pert i t ion .
St i pulati ons are also made re l a tive t o the chil d
of each party by a former mar r iage whi ch s t i pula­
t i ons provide f or the ca r e , educat ion and mar r iage
requ i rement s of sai d ch ildr en. Sa id cont ract is
to be dul y r egi ste re d in ac cordance wi t h law.
Al l par t i e s pre sent sign wi th t he excep tion of h~ .

Manoi au and Ducret , who declar e t .ney do not know
how .- , )
Avignon
Lemel l e

(Si gned ) Silvein Phi l i osa
W~ ie Anne Fou~uo

Lenormand Ti zoneau SoneY
Chantalou . Not a ry
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frr'

# 9 2790

MAHCR 5

J

By r-equ est of Dame Mari e Anne Fou'luo ,
widow of t he l at e Ni col a s du Buneau,
member s of t he Counci l and undersigned
wi tnes ses repaired to t he house of said
Dame Fou'luO to pr oce ed t o invent ory of
all m~vable s , and i mmovables amount ing
t o 1 ,17 6 livres .
Said Dame Fou'luO dec l ares owi ng Widow
Saint Louis 110 livres and Sr . Couprit
15 piastres from not es of her decea sed
hus bend ,
Ther e be ing nothing more to inventory ,
we cl osed end signed wi t h wi t nesses .

(Si gned) Mari e Anne Fouqu o
Avi gnon
La Merl e
Le Nonnand
Philiosa

Not l i st e d i n Louisi ana Histori cal Quar t er ly ,
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MARCH 5

I NVJ!NTORY

. On t he above date upon t he re~uest of Si eur
Silven Phi l i osa , called Timballier , I , t he
unde~si gne d LeNormand, r epaired t o t he house
of the sa i d Timbal lier ; wit h Franqois Nauveau ,
Ni col as Par e s ; cal l ed Be] tH~meur , Franqois
Lemerle , and Claude Renaud , called Avi gnon ,
his fr i ends , to pro ce ed wi t h an i nvent or y of
al l hi s proper t y , v.h o aft er poi nt ing out t he
movab l e s , iln.movab l es , et c . , the sai d Mes sr s .
Nauveau , Lemerle Avi gnon and Bel Humeur , ap­
praised t han consc i entbusly , amount i ng to about
12000 livres more or l ess .

NJr . Phili osa claims owi ng Mes sr s . Bel Humeur
and de Moucet t e 800 l i vres j and t ha t he i s due
rram i ndivi duals 300 l ivres.

Ther e bei ng noth i ng mor e t o invent ory , we cl osed
and s topped ,the same i n t he presence of t h e above
n amed pe r sons and one clerk and s i gned t he same
on the said day , mont h and year as above . Bel l
Humeur and Nauveau dec l aring t hey could not sign.

(Si gned ) Phil i osa
AVi&~on Lemerle

L eNormand

Not listed i n ' Louisi ana Hi stor i ca l Q,uart e r l y .
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YEAR 1753

REs MR. DELILLE SURlWIED DlrPAR
va.

MR. BERTRAND

Petition

)(ARCH 8

)

Plaintiff. )Ir. Delille, surnamed Dupar. alleges
that. hearing shots near his place. two -of his
negroes disoovered that a Spanish oO\~. property
of plaintiff. had been killed-and its tonguo
removed, that said negroes l~ in BIIlbush near
said oow and saw Hr. Bertrand followed by' his
father-in-law. approaohing said omr and that
they were equipped with knivos and a hatohet to
out up the oarOASS;; Plaintiff further alleges
that the presenoe of his negroes beoame known
to said Bertrand through the latter's dog and
that a quarrel ensued during whioh a gun, prop­

-erty of plaintiff. was taken from his negro and
broken by striking said negro and that Bertrand
also stole two IIIOre guns. property of plaintiff,
whioh were in a pirogue nearby. 1'Ib.erefore,
plaintiff prays that loIr. Bertrand be oited to ap­
pear before the Counoil Ilnd be ordered to pay the
VlI.lue of the oow for the benetit of the Charity
Hospital. dso that he be ordered to pay for the
gun broken by him. Plaintiff further prays- that
Bertrand be ordered to return the guns stolen by
him from his negroes.

J 1753
Maroh 8,

plaintiffSs

(Signed) Dlle Dupar

Order
Undersigned Judge grants

petition tor oitation.

(Signed) D'Auberville

(oont'd)
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1753
MarOh 8. Sheriff's Return

Undersigned SIlerift ~e.kss his
return showing service of citation oe Hr.
Bertrand, resident of Des Allemanda. Who
eleoted New Orloana as his domioilo, to ap­
pear betore the Counoil on !laroh lOth to
answer plaintiff's petition, copy of whiOh
was also servod on him.

(3 pag..)

Not printed in LoUisiana Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

D. 55/29

BUSINESS' LETTER

MARCH 8

This letter is addressed by Yr. Testa at La
Rochelle to Yr. Chantalou. Chief' Clerk of
the Superior Counoil at New Orleans. The
writer states that up to the moment of writing
this letter he was ingorant of the f'i1;t;ing out
of' the vessel which will carry this letter.
He oonfi1'l:lS the shipment made on the tteonstantn

of all merchandise ordered, of arms and of a
bale of Rouen linen. Testa says he will ship
other things on the nCouronne", which will ar­
rive before the nConstant" and that he is sond­
ing thereon one Roquefort Cheese and three of
Gruyere. He then disousses finanoial matt,u'.'.
among whioh are that he not only expeots re­
mittanoe of proceeds of sale but also those to
be paid personally by Yr. Chantalou. In een­
olusion the writer asks Yr. Chanto.lou to present
the mantelets sent his wife by the writer and
oloses with the oustomary expressions.

(Signed) Testa

As a postltOript. the writer adds that he has
not forgotten the wigs, which are ready.

(3 pages)

\- J Not printed in Louisiana. Historical Que.rterly.
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Do 53/30

MARCH 9

MEl!ORAIIDUl{ OF INSTRUCTIONS',
TAKING THE PLACE OF CRDERS,
FlE DANIEL LAlIBERT, COlAlW/DER
OF "THE !lA.GDELUNEIt

, FeR THE
VOYAGE TO LOUISIANA.

)

Theso instruotions, seven in all, treat of the
time when the Ship shall leave, the obaervanoe
of prayers by the orew, the itinerary of the
vessel and what is to be done at each port, of
the handling or ~rgo, of the trading and sell­
ing to be oe.rried on by Hr. Lambert, to whom
oargo bought and Shipped to La Rochelle is to
be addressod, namelys to Mr. Delaire who is to
be ad'Vised of such shipment by letter. Instruotion
No.6 outlin:!JlI what should be done by Hr. Lambert
in the event or his illness and later by the per­
son who shall take his place in the event or his
death. The seventh and last instruotion rerer.
to the oare and of the disposition or the ship
itself.

(Signed) Gilbert, Senior
Lallibert

Paraphed no Varietur

(2 pages)

Not printed in Louisiana. Historioal Quartorly.
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!!ARCH 9

RID : Succe ss ion of Daubl in

Pet i t i on

Pe t i t i oner, ;ar ianne Gr ac ien , Wi dow Daubl i n ,
r epreaent s to the Court that she had peti tioned
fo r the appointment of a Tut or a nd an Unde r ­
tuto ~ , fo r th~eight minor childr en l eft by the
l at e Daubl i n , her husband, because t hree of
t hese mi nor s are issue of t he f i r s t ma r r i age of
sai d Daubl i n, whi ch was t o 1~rguer it e Decuir , and
that be cause t here are t wo Communi t ies i nvolved ,
she cou l d not manage both . Pet i t i one r fu r t her
r epr esent s t ha t the Court , by J;!dgment of
November 11, l as t, or dered t he holdi ng of a
"family mee t ing for t he appoint ment of a Tutor and
Under - Tut or to sa i d linors , wh i ch Or der was
exe cuted, end she now pr ays t he t t he appoi ht ment s
made at sa i d meet i ng be homo l ogated .

(Si gned ) Ge r i c , f or Pe t i t i one r .

1753
l'Iarch 9 ,

Pe t i tion

Pe t i t io ne r s , Jean Pi e r re and
Ni cho l as Daubl in, as s i s t ed by ~ . Je a n Pujeo l ,
t he i r Tu~r and Guar dian, r epr e sent t o t he Cour t
t hat they have a ttained the"age of 24 and 22 yea r s ,
r espect i ve l y , and should be entitled to emancipa­
t ion i n or de r t o enjoy t he u sufruc t of the irr e­
mo vabl e s , a nd t he ownership of t he mo vable s , al l
o f wh i ch pr oper ty was l eft them by t he i r pa r ent s ,
now decea sed. ~'he refo re , pe t i t i one r s pr ay tha t
t hey be a Howed to call a Family Mee t i ng "a t whi ch
t he . t t or ney Gene ra l shall pres ide i n ord"r t hat
t he opinio n of t hos e pr e sent could be obtai ned
concerning the i r Emancipa t i on.

(Signed) Ga r i c , for Pe t i tioner.



/

1755 ,
.:'8rch 10 .

ORDE..

Undersigned , Judge . pe rmi t s Mess r s . Daubl i n
to call a Family 'Teet i ng in or "er to obta in an
opi nion f rom t hose pr esent relative t o t heir
Emanci pa t i on . Sai d Meeting i s ordered hoi befo r e
Ur . Rague t , Judge .

(Si gned) D' Auberville.

Not listed i n Louisiana His t or i ca l ' ua r t er l y .
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li'\RCH 9

stJCCESSI01, OF V. LEJNTHl JOSEPH
DAUELIN (OR IOBL Ui ) , rroOU '[.'\KER.

)

(J

Pe t i t i on t o be a llowed t o r ender a ccount .

Pe t i t i one r , lfur i e Anne Gra cien , Wi do w of Valent i n ,
Jose ph Daubli n (o r Doblin ), t hrough ;,rr . Gad c ,
r epresen t s t ha t said Valent in Jo seph Daub l in
ma rrie d t wice : the f i rst time to -·fur gue r i t e de
CU i r , (now de cea s ed ) o f whi ch mar r i age t he r e are
thr e e ch i l dre n , who are now of age to e n jo y t he
rights of Emanci pa t i on ; and t he second time t o
Pe t i t i oner , of whi ch ma r r iage there a r e five
chi l dren, a ll minor s . Pe t i tione r a l so r e presents
t ha t t here being t wo Communi t ies i nvo l ve d she
pr aye d t he Cour t t o o r de r a Family l ee t i ng , a t
whi ch a Tut or and Unde r - Tut or coul d be appointed;
all of wh ich was done .
Pe t i t i one r was appointed Tut r ix of he r minor
c hildren , and lAr . Bel i s l e Dupa re , t heir Uhde r ­
'Tu t o r ; and Mr . Pu jeo l was appointed Tutor and
Gua r di an o f the children o f t he fi rst ma rriage of
sa i d Daub lin.
Pe t i t i one r fu r t her r ep r esents t hat the second
communi t~e i s mo r e pro sperous than the f i r st, a nd
at said Family Mee t i ng it \7a S r e commended that i n
o r der to l i qu i da t e a nd por t io n a ll of t he pr ope r ty
of the succe ss ion, judicia l sa le sho u l d be made of
sai d prope r ty· and the cl aims of the r especoi ve
communities duly l i qu i da t ed, upon her r endering an
a ccou nt of he r admi ni s t r at i on of t he pe r sons end
pro pe r t y of t he l i nor s - Jean Pi e r r e , Hi col as and
lfur i e J ea ne , i ssue o f the f i r s t marr iage of sai d

(cont' d)
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YEAR 1753 il.IJ!CH 9

. ,

Daubl in, said Mi nor s a ssis ted by t he i r TUto r ,
1'lr . Pujeo 1, to gether wi t h t ha t of he r admini s ­
tration of the Succe s s i on of Daub1i n , he r l ate
hu sband: all in acco r da nce wi t h the requ i r emen t s
of l aw; a nd that , af t e r liquidation, the
p r ope r ty be sold judicia l l y.

(Si gned ) Ga r i c , f or Pet i t i one l

1753
Ma r ch 10,

ORDER

Unde r s i gne d , Judge , a l lo ws the Wi dow Daub1i n
to" file he r a cc ount to the Tutor of the sai d
Ii nor s , a s praye d fo r .

!Signed ) D'Aubervi 11e

Not listed in Lou is iana Hi st or i aa l Qua r t er ly .
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HEARING OF !lARCH 10, H53

MAR I'll: 10

Presiding. Jlesar.. de Kerlereo, Governor,
D'Auberv111e, Commissioner of the
Navy, performing funotion of Or­
dsiner & Assooiate JUdgeJ de
Jlembrede, Lieutenant of the King,
performing funotions of Attorney
General; de Bellisle, Kajor; La
Bretton, de Lalande and de
Lafreniere, Lateral Judges.

Deoisions rendered in the follow-
suitsr

Pierre Germain, Plaintiff, vs. Francois Boyer,
Defendant

Suit to collect 5,387 French Pounds 7 sols,
less a oredit of 1,522 French Pounds. De­
fendant pleads lack of execution of terms and
conditions as specified in his contract with
Plaintiff. The Counoil duly considering
Plaintiff' 0 petition setting forth the obliga­
tion cn whioh he sues, namely a sale of cattle
for 5,000 French Pounds, subject to aforemn­
tioned oredit, and also on notes lUllOunting to
387 Frenoh Pounds, 7 sols due on a contract
entered into by him with Defendant, and the
Counoil further oonsidering the answer of De­
fendant, pleading failure of execution of all
the terms and conditions of said contract on
the part of Plaintiff, decrees that Defendant
.pay petitioner 3,865 French Pounds 7 sols,
subjeot to a deduotion by Defendant of 400
French Pounds, 9JIlDunt awarded him as damage&;



I
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D. 53/33 cont'd.

for failure of executions of all the terms
of the aforementioned contract on the part
of Plaintiff. Defendant is ordered to pay
all costs.

Pierre de Lisle • .surnamed Dupar-d, Plaintiff.
vs. Dupre Terrebonne. Defendant.
Suit to collect value of a cow and calf. to"
gether vdth damages and cost from Defendant.
which animals Plaintiff alleges 1'19re killed by
Defendant. Defendant pleads no cause of action
and prays for dismissal of said suit on the
ground that the anil!lll.ls killed by him were strays.
as shown by the ears "Which failed to show an own­
er'c ~ko The Council duly considering
Plaintiff's petition. Defendant's answer and the
evidence herein. together with the · Conclusions
of the Public Prosecutor. renders judgment dis"
missing Plaintiff's suit and condemning Defendant
to pay a fine of twenty Frenoh Pounds for the
benefit of the Charity Ho spital, for having
killed cattle "Which did not belong to him. which
fine he must pay under penalty of impri sonment,
and he is warned that, in case of a second 01'­
fenoe. he will suffer a severe penalty.

Pierre Dellisle, surnamed Dupard, Plaintiff,
vs. Antoine Bertrand, Defendant.
Suit to obtain jUdgment condemning Defendant
to pay value of a Spanish oow, . killed by him,
to the Charity Hospital. the cost of a gun
broken by Defendant when he struck a negro,
property of Plaintiff and for the return .1'
two other guns, which were taken away from tI\"O
other negroes. also property of Plaintiff, when
the latter surprised Defendant approaching to
out up the meat of said cow. The Council duly
considering Plaintiff' B petition, Defendant's
answer, together with the conclusions of the
Public Prosecutor renders judgment ordering

(cont'd)
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Defendant to pay Ten FrenCh pounds as damages
for the guns broken by him by striking
Plaintiff's negroJ Defendant is further or-

. dered to pay a .f i ne of Thirty FrenCh Pounds
for the benefit of the Charity Hospital and
he is warned that in the case of' a seoond of­
renee , he will suffer a severe penalty.

Pierre Delisle, surnamed Dupard, Plaintiff,
vs. Andre Labranche, resident of Cannes Brulees,
and Gaspard Dore, resident of Plantation of
Bore, at Cannes Brulees, Defendants.
Suit to collect damages for oattle stolen and
killed by Defendants, whiCh cattle was the
property of Plaintiff. Plaintiff filed petition
alleging that sinoe the last harvest he had lost
forty-three animals, among whiCh were eight .pairs
of exenj that he suspeoted Defendan"lll as being
guilty of this stealing and after going to their
respeotive homes, aooompanied by witnesses, and
finding fresh beef there, for the aoquisi tion
of ...m.iCh Defendan"lB oould not accounb , he there­
fore prayed the Court to file an Information
against said .Andre Labranohe and Gaspard Dore
before Judge La Bretton, after due citation of
said Labranche and Dore tonppear to answer
the charge~ against them. Said petition being
granted, the Infor=tion was made and testimouy
heard, ai'tcr whioh the Publio Proseoutor de-

. livered his opinion in the matter. The Counoil
duly oonsidering the facts and the evidenoe
herein together wi th the opinion of the Publio
Prosecutor renders Judgment condemning Andre
Labranohe and Gaspard Dare to pay Ono Hundred
French Pounds for the ox whioh they have been
convioted of killingl and further condemning
them to a fine of Twenty-five pounds, each,
for the benefit of the Charity Hospital, under
penalty of imprisonment, and also oondemning
them for all oosts herein. Def'endants are

(oont'd)
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warned: that in the case of a second offence,
they will suffer a severe penalty.

AleltBIldre Bore, Plaintiff', vs. Jaoques
- Faus si er , Defendant.

Suit instituted for the purpose of obtainiDg per­
mission to make an Informtion disolosing the
i11ioit trade -oarried on by Faussier with negroes
be 10ngiDg to said Bore, and thUG encourages steal­
ing by said negroes to whom he gives rum in pay­
ment for stolen goods. In his petition, plain­
tif'!' represents that 200 chickans have been
stolen from his plantation lately and that his
warehouse has been broken into and that upon his
having one of his negroes flogged, plaintif'f
thus learned that Faussier gave rum in return
for stolen goods. Plaintii'f further represented
that said negro later went off with one of
Plaintiff'll guns, which he gave to Faussier
who refused to return said gun to Plaintiff.
Plaintiff's petition was granted, the Information
was made and testimony heard before Judge La
Bretton IlI1d the Publio Prosecutor, after due oi­
tation of Defendant. The Counoil, ai'ter duly
oonsidering the faots and evidence herein, to­
gether with the opinion of the PUblio Prosecutor,
rendered judgment deolaring that Faussier hall been
found guilty of having sold rum to the negroes
of plaintiff for which he is condenmed to pay a

,fine of' Fifty French Pounds and orders said
Faussier to return to Mr. Bore, Plaintiff, the
gun which he took from Mr. Bore's negro for ~lhich

act, he is further oondemned to pay a fine of
Twenty French Pounds, payable to the Clerk ot
Court, he is also condemned to pay all oosts
and is warned that in the case of a second
offence, he will suffer severe punishment.

(oont'd)
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Marinnne Gratien., widow of Valentin Joseph
Daublin, Plaintiff (Suocession of Daublin).
Plaintiff prays for order permitting her to
render account of her administration to Mr.
Jean Pujol, tutor and guardian of the Deublin
minors~ issue of the marriage between said Daub1in
and Marguerite DeCuir, his first wife now de­
ceased. She alleges that she has observed all
formalities required by . law and beoause there
are two communities involved .in this Suooession
and that for the bonefit of all conoerned she
desired to file her account of administration
of the property of said Suocession, upon hearing
the opinion of the Attorney in this matter,
plaintiff's petition and the fact. herein duly
considered, the Council renders jUdgment order­
ing Plaintiff to render her account of her ad­
ministration of the property of said Suooession,
wi thin one month from date, to ],fr. Pujol, tutor
and guardian of '!he miDOrs.

• - Yi'hi1e this part of the name is missing,
knowledge of this case enables translator
to add the missing part of said name.

Marianne Gratien, widow of the late Valentin
JoseIil Daublin, Plaintiff.
Plaintiff' prays that the family meeting held
before the Attorney General, Yr. Raguet, be
homologated. The Council, after hearing the
opinion of the Attorney General relative to
the deliberations made of said family meeting,
renders an order homologating said family meet­
ing aocording to its form and teDOr.

Jean Pierre and Nicolas Daublin, assisted by
Jean Pujol, their tutor and curator,
Plaintiffs on Petition.

(conttd)



}

------------------

D. 53/33 oontld.

Plaintiffs represent that they have reached the
age of 24 and 22 years, respeotively, and con­
sequently entitled to the privileges of emanoi­
pation in order to enjoy the property left
them by their deoeased parents. l'iherofore they
prayed for order permi tting the oalling of a
f'amily meeting to be held in the presence of
the Attorney General in order to obtain the
opinion of those present in this matter. .
Counoil renders order a11Ol1ing the mioors to
call said meeting in the matter and for the
purpose set forth in this petition.

Marie Jeanne Douviller, widow of Jaoques
Chauvin, tutrix of the minor children born of
the marriage between her and said Jaoques
Chauvin, now deoeased, Plaintiff on petition.
Plaintiff represents .that, as tutrix of her
said minor children, she found it would be ad­
vnntageous to make an exohange of a house and
lot situated on Chartres Street, for another on
the same square, the latter house would be put
in good oondition in the event of said exohange;
that, as tutrix of her minor children, she ob­
tained an order for the holding of a family
meeting at which the menibers were to render
their opinion on thia matter of exchange, in the
presence of the Attorney Generulo That said or­
der .,ms granted and the meeting duly held.
Wherefore plaintiff now prays that the reoommenda­
tionS and opinion rendered at said meeting be
duly homologated. The Council oonsidering the
opinion of' the A.ttorney General herein orders
the homologation of the opinion rendered at said
meeting and further orders its exeoution aooord­
ing to its form and tenor.

l6r. Olivier de Vezin, Grand Survsyor, Plaintiff
. on Petition.
Suit to collect 1100 French Pounda, due on note,

(oontle.)
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through judicial sale I of a negro belonging to
debtor and left with Plaintiff. Plaintiff
represents that aforelll6ntioned amount is due
him by 1Ir. <lazelare to libom he lent said amount
and libo was to deliver caid amount to Mr.
Dupless1sse. residing in Canada. aecording to
his nota of March 10. 1751J plaintiff further
represents that aooording to note of said
Cazelare. dated November 6. l76a:. permission is
given him to soll the negro left with hin1 by said
Cazelare. Wherefore he prays for order to sell
said negro jUdicially to the highest bidder and
to pay h1n18elf from the prooeeds. together with
interest and oosts. upon observanOG of the re­
quirementll of law. The Counoil. aftor due con­
sideration renders judgment granting Plaintiff's
petitien.

Messrs. Francois Trepagnier, De Yskarty,
Captain, CQmmn Deant at Illinois in the name and
as husband of Dame Franooise Trepsgnier,
AlexaD<lre Vill in the name · of am as husband of'
Miss Marianne Trepagnier, Joseph Carriere in
the _ of and as husband of Yargueri tte:
Trepagnier, Guilleaum Dubuisson. in the JI8J!le of'
and as husband Clf' Mills Ursula Trepagnier, all
co-heirs in the SUooession of the late Ignace
Trepagnier, plaintiff's on petition.
Plaintiff's pray that judgment be rendered per-
mtting jUdioial sale of five slaves, property
of said Suooession in order to arrive at the
partition of the property between the oo-heirs.
The Council, after duly oonsidering said petition.
grants Salll6 III d orders that said sale be oonduoted
in the presenoe of the Attorney General and of Mr.
La Bretton, Lateral Judge, and further orders
that the proceeds be partitioned among the co­
heirs.

(14 pages) -
Not printed in Lou1siQJlS. Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

Presiding:

11338

MARCH 10

HEARING OF MARCH lOth.

-K //
Messrs. de Qtiero eree. Governor.
'Daub er-....ille. Commissioner of the
Navy. performing funotions of Or­
de rer , Demembrede , Lieutenant of
the King. Raguet. Dean of the Coun­
cil. performing funotions of Attor­
ney General, De Bellisle. Major.
Lalande. Lateral JUdge, La Bretton
and Lafreniere.

JUdgments Rendered

In ret Pierre Germain vs. Francois Boyen.
Judgment for plaintiff against defendant con­
demning him to pay plaintiff' the amount due.
less four hundred pounds, which deduotion is
to tako the place of' damage and is an indemnii:y
f'or the lack of' care by plaintiff' f'or the oattle.
which ~tter the Council is going to subject to
arbitration. Boyen is ordered to pay costs.

In reI Mr. Dupare vs. Dupre Terrebonne.
JUdgment dismissing plaintif'f' s suit and con­
demning defendant to a fine of' bveni:y-f'ive livres
for having killed the cattle in question, and
giving him customary warning relatiw to a
second of'fenoe. Costs applicable to the poor.

In ret Pierre Delisle surnamed Dupare vs.
Antoine Bertrand.

JUdgment in favor of plaintiff and against de­
f'endant oomms.nding him to return to plaintiff
guns taken by him from plaintiff's negroes,
also condemning him to a fine of thirty livres.

(oont'd)



)

#1338 cont'd.

applicable to Charity Hospital, and to an
additional fine of ten pounds for gun broken
by him. Defendant is given customary warning
relativo to a second oITence and is ordered to
pay costs.

In reI Pierre Delisle. surnalISd Dupaz-e, vs.
Andre and Bore.

Judgment in favor of plaintiff and against de­
fendants condemning them to pay one hundred
livres to plaintiff for the ox of whose killing
they have been convicted. Each is fined twenty
livres for said offenoe. which fine is applica.ble
to the Hospital. and they are given customary
warning relative to a seoond offence and are or­
dered to pay all costs~

In reI Bore vs. Fossier.
Judgment declaring that Fossier is found guilty
of having sold rum to negroes of Bore in violation
of the law for which he is condemned to a fine of
fifty pounds 0 Defendant is ordered to return the
gun of plaintiff. which he has in his possession.
He is further fined ten livres payable to the
Clerk and ordered to pay all costs.

In reI Mr. Olivier vs. Mr. Cs.selard (no remarks).

(Signed) D'Auberville

(2~ pages)

J Not printed in Louisiana Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

D. 1339

}(ARCH 19

HEARUIG OF MAR <H 19. 1753.

Judgmen-t

In Re s Nicolas Henry vs. Tourmiar
Gravembert. surnamed Flannnd.

)

Presiding. Messrs. D'Auberville. Collllll!Ulder
of the Navy. performing funotions
of Orderer. Ra.gue-t. Judge. per­
forming funotions of Attorney
General. I.e Bretton and Kernion.
Lateral Judges. Demembred. Lieu­
tenant of the King.

Plaintiff's petition and the compulsory sale
of February l3"th. 1752. together with de­
fendant's e.nswor. all duly considered. the
Council renders jUdgment whereby defendant
is ordered to pay plaintiff ten thousand.
livros. the amount due on his obligation.
plus costs.

(Signed) D'Aubervillo

(1 page)

, _) Not printed in Louisiana Historioal Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

D.53/34

PROMISSORY NOTE

MARCH 23

)

Undersigned promises to pay. at
St. Pierre. six hundred livres in
ourrency to the order of Mr.
Dauberminy. within fifteen days.
for value reoeived from said gentle­
men in form of reoeipt for Mr.
Laneuville.

(Signed) Roudest

(On reverse of the document the
following is found)

Reoeipt
Paid at St. Pierre( April lOth.

(Signed) Daubermin
1753.

Not printed in Louisiana. Historical
Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

D. 53/35

MARaI 20

COPY OF PROTEST FOR NON-EXECUTION
OF CONTRA-CT.

Appearing before the Clerk of the Registry
of the Superior Council at New Orleans.
Mrs. Charlotta Julie Uoreau. wife of Mr. De
Chami'ret. Judge and Sub-delegate at Pointe
Coupee'. duly authori zed by him. ,de ol ares
that she left Pointe Coupee Februo.ry 8th
last. for the purpose of settling differenoes
arising between her and Mr. Dubreuil relative
to repairs to be done on a house in New"
Orleans under a contract with him under pri­
vate signaturel that up to this time. no
satisfaotory settlement has been reached and
she here protests all expenses resulting from
this failure of Dubreuil to ccmply with his
contract: said expenses cover her trip here
and those of her sojourn hero. to date.
She also states that she will be forced to
institute suit against Dubreuil in order to
obtain justice.

Original signed: Trena.una.y and by undersigned
Clerk.

(Signed) Chantalou. Clerk

Not printed in Louisiana. Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

4 Pages

D 53/36

MARCH 21

Dame Charlotte Julie Ilor eau .
wife of Sieur Trenaunq, Judge
at Pointe Coupee, by him authorized,

vs.
Sr. DubreuiL

Suit alleging non-performance of
contract.

Petitioner alleges that by virtue of contract
under pr i vat e signature, dated June 22, 1748,
between Sr. Trenaunay and Sr. Dubreuil, the
latter bound himself to repair two houses
belonging to the former; that defendant was
paid the full sum stipulated for ths work.
but· that he failed to repair the large house;
that pe t i t i oner has made t wo trips to New
Orleans to t ry to induce defendant to comply­
with his obligation, but he has refused to
do so. Petitioner alleges that owing to lack
of repairs for four y-ears, said house has
greatly- deteriorated and petitioner has not
been able to rent it advantageously. She
prays that defendant be ordered to pay to her
the sum of 1000 11vres a year for four years,
plus the expenses of her two trips to New
Orleans, and all other costs.

( Signed) Trenaunay

(cont'd)



D 53/36

" )
YEAR 1753

Order t o se rve notice on defendant.

MARCH 21

( Si gned) D' Aubervi lle

Return of clerk showing service.

)

J Not printed i n Louisiana Hi storicaJ. ~terlY'.

141
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D 53/37

YEAR 1753 MARCH 22

6 Pages ReI Vessel ~L'Elizabeth~

Not i ce of Seizure
Pursuant to judgment rendered at the Seat
of the Royal Jurisdiction of Fort St.
Pierre, Isle of Martinigue, and to , the
Order rendered on Ma r ch 2nd, last, by the
Lieutenant General of the Navy at the
Borough of St . Pierre, on peti tion of Mr •

. Laycotid surnamed Jonas, 1fer chant of this
Borough, through Mr. Cambon, his Atto rney,
resident of this Borough, Pariah of Notre
Dame de Bon Port, I, Claude Joseph Lapanishe,
assisted by ,Cha r l e s Franco is Liesse and Jean
Richard, all Sheriffs attached to this Seat
of the Na vy , repaired on Board t he Vessel
"L'Elizabeth" anchored in t he Roadstead
opposite Fort St . Pierre, for t he purpos e of
seizing said vessel, its rigging, equipment
and cargo, in order to satisfy a judgment
rendered against its owner, Mr . Malveyin,
heretofore Merchant of the Borough of Fort
St.Pierre, the amount of said judgment being
Thirty thousand, one hundred t wenty pounds,
two "Sols" six "Deniers" plus inte r est and
all costs.

Mr . Jourdan, 'Bo a t swai n , confirmed the fact
the said vessel was the property of Mr .
Melvezin - Whereupon "L'Elizabeth", a vessel
of fit'ty tons, to gether with all its ri gging,
eqUipme nt, furniture an d cargo, (the latter
estimted to be worth Seven hundred fifty

thousand pounds), wa s dUly seized and a

cont'd.



Page 12

)

keeper placed in charge of said vessel.
Mr . Jourdan and the crew were then ordered
off the vessel. and o ceupancy prohibited
them unless said judgment was dUly satis­
fied. Said Sheriffs then signed this notice
of seizure and a copy of same was affixed
to the Main Mast of said vessel ~L'Elizabeth~

and arother was served on Mr. Malveyin. its
owner.

(SigIlftd) Lapaniche •
Liesse •

Wi t ne s se s :
Roudest
Richard

(. Al though there are letters mis sing in
these two signatures. the context of the
do cument indicates thet the names as filled
out are co rrect. )

No t listed in Louisiana Historical Q.uarterly.
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YEAR 1753

3 Pages

D 53/38

MAllqH 22
'.

In Re: Mr. Goudeau, Surgeon,

vs.

Mr. de Caue.

No date Petition

Mr. Goudeau, Surgeon, thro ugh his Registered
Agent, undersigned, petitions for citation
of Mr. de Caile that JUdgment may be rendered
agai nst him fo r the total amount wh i c h Mr.
Goudeau alleges is due by Mr . de Calie on :
two undated vouchers, on his notes and on
one check . The notes and check are dated
respecti vely, Jure 30, September 12, 1750,
and January 25, 1753. The individual amount
of said papers total Tv.o thousand, one
hundred fifty livres, Twelve "Sols", Six
"Derniers". Petitioner al so prays for
interest and co s t s ,

(Signed) La Normand,
Reg i s t er ed Agent .

Mar ch 22, 1753. Order.

Pe t i t i on for C~tation granted by undersi gned
Judge •

..~ (Signed) D'Auberville.

Mar ch 23, 1753. Sheriff's Return.

Undersigned, Sheriff, makes his return show­

ing service of citation on 1!r . de Ca;{e to



/
Page 12

appear on the first Saturday of the IlXlnth
of April, to answer Plaintiff's Petition,
copy of which was also served on him.

(Signed) LeNormand.

August 21. 1753• . Sheriff's Return.

Undersigned, She r i f f . Make s his Return
sho wing service of citation on Mr. de Calie
to appear on the first Satmday of Septem­
ber, to answer Plaintiff's Petit ion, copy
of wh i ch was served on him.

(Signed) LeNormand.

Not printed in Louisiana Hi s t o ri ca l Quar t e r l y .

61!?9
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YEAR 1753

1 Page

D 53/40

:BILL OF LADmG

MARCH 24

Undersigned In. Bt. Paradis. Captain and
Master of the Vessel "La Yarqu.is de
Cou.1'land" ("The Marquis of Confland")
anchored at La Rochelle. shows that there
is being shipped on his vessel three boxes
of weapons. two of drygoods. and ona con­
taining thrae cheases; the whole bearing
the Mark: .. C • T • N 17 a 21 and l!I 23.
This merchandise is shipped by Mr. Testar.
under usual terms and conditions. to Mr.
Cbantalou of Louisiana. who is to pay all
shipping charges due on said oercbendise.

(Signed) Paradis.

Not listed in Louisiana Historical ~artarly
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YEAR 1753

D 53/41

:LfARCH 25, April 1 and April 8

In ReI SUCCESSION OF IGNACE TllEPAGNmR.

)

)

Po.rsu.an t to judgment ordered Mar ch lOth by
the Council. undersigned Sheri:f:f, advertises
the judicial Au ct i on I>sle o:f a plantation on
March 25th, Ap r i l 1st. and 8th. 1753. said sale
to be conducted, at too o:ffice of the Registry.
Th9 plantation, pro P'l rty of the Succession o:f
the late Ignace Trepagnier, is situated at

. Cannes BruiHees. six leagues :from New Orleans.
and measures six acres front by ordinary
depth and adjoins pro perty of Mr . Hoyon on one
side and that 0 l' Mr. Dupart on the other. Said
sale is :for cash to too higOOst bidder, plus
cost and is to be held on Mar ch 31st, Ap r il
7th, and April 14th. 1753.
Finel adjudication is to be made in presence
o:f Mr. LeBreton, Judge. and of the At t or ney
General. Said advertisements were duly pub- '
lished and posted.

(Signed) LeNormand.

Not listed in Louis iana Historical Quarterly
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YEAR 1753

1 Page

D 53/42

),{ARCH 24

REQ]EST Fe R SAIE OF LAND

J

Sieo.r Cl811de Joseph Villars Du.breuil, .
church warden of this city, declares that .
at a meting of vardous church wardens it .
was resolved and agreed to sell at public auc.. ··
tion, a certain piece of land, which had been
donated to the church for the purpose of erect­
ing a school thereon, as church is very much
in need of repairs, they petition the superior
council to grant request, and order sale
advertised in 1he customary way and places.

(Signed) Gari c
1

Sieur D811berville, orders sale of above after
usual formalities have been observed, sale to
take place in the presbytery of tre church.

(Signed) by Dauberville.

YEAR 1751
,.

.. SEPTEMBER 12

REPORT OF ENGINEER

)

Sieur Duverges, haVing been appointed by the
church wardens to determine amount of dallBges,
and propose a way to get funds for repairs of
church, reports that it has beCOlll9 necessary
and indispensable to have work done on said
church, the roof threatens to fall, the
supports have sunk: about 8 inches, and winter

cont'd



)

Page #2

weatlBr will still further dalll'lge b11ilding,
Si eur Du.verges suggests selling land donated to
church 'by the Compeny as a means of realizing
funds.

(Signed)
Barbin -
F.Dagobert, CapUchin Superior
DrB1iz
DevergeBi ,
E. Voisin,
Prevost
Barbe
Father Martin.

1763 lEAR MARCH 26

NOT ICE 0 F SAIE

J

J

Sheriff LeNo mend, in e:zemtion 0 f orders of
Sieur DaUberville, advertises for three times
sale end adjUdication to the last and highest
bidder, a piece of land ,mea su ri ng 10 to ises
front. by 26 toises depth, land belongs to the
church having been given by the Company for .
erecting a school house thereon, but must be sold
in order to make repairs to church, end is located
on Street, having on one side property
o£' Sieur Destrehan, and on other Si eur Kernion,
and is opposite the Reverend Fathers-Capl1c1ens.
Purchaser to pay cash, and must also pay all costs
of above sale.

(Signed) by LeNo rmand.,

Not listed in Louisiam Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1763

2I;- pages.

t lARCH 27

REI FRANOO IS GOUllRAU, SURGED N
vs.

JO SElPH OHAPEroN

NO llATE ?ET ITION

C)

F-...anoois GoudellU., Surgeon, represent s that
Jo seph OhapClron is indebtCl d unto him in the
allDunt of Four t hc usWld om hundred fifty
pounds, as evidenced by his tm notes, dated
Se ptomber 24th and Novembe r 6th, 1762, respect­
ively. ,'ihe r ef or e he pr ays , for ci totion of
Baid Ohaperon that he ap pea r and be ordered to
pay pe t i t i one r said amount due, plus interest
and co sts.

(S i gned I Goudeau.

Mar ch 27, 1763. ORDER

Undersigned, Judge, grants petition fo r
citat ion.

(Signed) ll'Aubervi11e.
,

March 28, 1763 SHERIFF' S REmRN

Undersigned, Sher i f f , makes his Return showing
sen ice 01'- citation on Jo seph Ohaparon to
appaar before the Superio r Oouncil on the first
Satur day of April to snswer plaintiff's
pe tition, copy of mich was a1 so served on him.

(Sigmd) LeNormend.

Not 11sted in Loui s ial'll Histo ri cal Qua r t er ly
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YElR 1753

D 63/44

YARCH 27

mTTER BY THIBAUlIF de OHANVALON
1D

!!R. ROUDES, lIEROIWlT AT ST. PIERRE

\

)

Nothing indicates whenc e this was wri t t en.
The writer thanks Mr. Roudes for the candles
and other articles sent him by his brother.
i1e asks for a price on a qu.anti ty of candles.
He infb rms him that he planted the seeds sent
him - bo.t says he finds the cotton no better
than that which a lready grows here. The
writer also says he W)uld like 1D obtain furtheJ
infbrmation relative 1D the 011 of the seed of"
which he speaks.
He then refere to the baptism of his son and
asks Mr. de Ohanvalon to visit him prior to
that time, because after that it shall ba
Holy Week , Easter, and almo st following the
Council shall convene~ The writer states that
this letter will reach Mr. de Chanvalon
through Mr. Fontanne.
He brings the letter to e close with customary
courteous e%pressions.

(Signed) Thibault de Chanval

Not listed in Louisiana Historical ~uarterly
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D 53/45

BUSINESS lETTERS

MARCH 28

J

Writing from La liDcbelle, Mr. Testa informs
Mr. Cbantalou, Cbief Clerk of tbe Superior
Council of Louisiana, at NeW Orleans, that
be is shipping bim the below mentioned
merchendise on the Vessel "La Contlan" I

One 00% of weapons;
Three small bo%es, eacb containing one

Gruyere cheese;
One bale of Englisb cloth;
A quantity of waz in short bars;
A quantity of gold braid;
Some buttons, ribbon, bis wigs and the

mantelets fo r his wife, and one 00%
coming from Mr. Chantalou's sister.

The writer states that the bill will be sent
to Cbantelou, together wi tb the Bill of Lading.

(Signed) Testa

Not listed in Louisiana Historical Qua r t e r l y .
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4 page s

D 53/46

OR 28

BUSnIESS 1ETT3R FID . LAroC!lBLLE

)

,)

Thi s lette r i s ~ritten from aF~chelle and
addre ssed to ' r . Chanta lou , Fr i end and Very Dea r
Brothe r , by the Unde r s igned , and it treats of a
Pa r tnersh i J whi ch is a frater~~l a s \~l l as a
comme r ci a l one . The m'iter s t a t es t ha t he i s
glad the s hipment of Ma y and June, ma de by him,
r eache d Hr . Chantalou in good con dit i on, and was
satisfactory . He also expre s se s t he sati sfaction
he wi l l expe r ience upon re ce i v ing t he funds t he r e ­
for . The wr i te r t he n dis cu sses financial ma t t e r s
and s tate s t hat he has advanced the par t ne r sh ip
t hirt een t housand and ten pounds .
He a l so s t r e sse s why he va l ues .ca sh t ransactions in
t hi s business . The wr i ter then enumera t es what he i s
shipping ;·:r . Chantalou on the vessel " The Co nstant" ,
de scri be s how the a rt i cles a r e pa cked end how mar ke d .
He ment ions t hat the r e i s a ro oue f o r t cheese (no t
sho wn on t he bill ) from Fr iend -:Be t t r emeux , who wa s
i nstr ument al i n having this sh i pment t ak en ove r on
t he above -ment io ned vesse l i n p r e fe ren ce to ship­
ments belo nging to ot her s . The "Ir i t el' as ks t hat he
be pr ompt l y i nformed o f the r e cei pt of t his s l1i pment
and t ha t due cre dit be gi ven h i m in accordance wi th
i nvoi ce , b i ll of lading , and bi l l wh i ch show a t ot a l
value of four thousand t wo hundred and one poun ds ,
t wo . ~ SOls" one "denf e r a" ,
The wr i t e r a l s o dis cusses t he salabi l i t y of certain
a rt i c l es of me r chand i se , such a s la ce a nd l ookin g
g l a ss e s .
I n co nclu s i on, he says he is s end ing the wife of l ir .
Chanta lo u t\~ rnantelets whi ch he ho oes she wi l l l i ke.
Se clo ses wi t h t he expression of hi; best wishes f o r
the health of both I~r . & l{,rs . Chant a l ou.

(Si gned) Testa

No t l i s t ed in Louisiana Hi st ori cal Quar t er l y .
(19)
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(Torn)
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SUCCESSION OF
SR. NICOLAS HENRY

(CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL)

Sr. Jean Baptiste Gario,
Agent and Attorney in faot of

Dame poussin,
widow of deoedent

vs.
Sr. Charles Le Sassier,
Testamentary Exeoutor.

Opinion of Judge de Kernion •

The Judge, after having examined the oilographio
will of deoedent, the power of attorney exeouted by
his widow, authorizing said Sr. Gario to aot as her
agent and attorney in faot for the purpose of de­
manding an aooounting from the testamentary exeoutor,
as well as the aooount rendered by said testamentary
exeoutor, is of the opinion that Chapter I of Expen­
ser, shmn1 on said aooount, oovering funeral expenses
and oosts of last illness of deoedent, and amounting
to 2996 livres 10 sols, as well as oertain other i­
tems, should not be deduoted from the ''mass'' of said
Suooession.

The Judge approves the payment of the sum of
1600 livres to Sr. Chantalou, to oover any deposits
whioh may have been. made with Sr. Henry (in his of­
fioial oapaoity)~ on the oondition that Sr. Chantalou,
after due advertis~, reimburse suoh persons as may
have made suoh deposits.



r Page #2.

( ~_") The Judge further approves the payment of
3541 livres 15 sols. leaving net reoeipts of 43.943
livres 3 sols.

The Judge further approves the payment. from
the share of the heirs. of 200 livres for the widow's
mourning apparel.

The widow's olaim for one-half the appraised
value of the negress Venus and her ohild is dis­
missed.

The wi dow' s share of the reoeipts. herein
approved. amounts to 22.171 livres 11 sols 6
deniers.

(Signed) Huohet de Kernion.

53/0.
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DOC . NO . v'J

DEFENSE -OF ANTOINE BER TRAND
AGAI NS T SR. ·DE LISLE DuPART

A l ong preambLe f ollows in
ar.auments and charges against Dupar t .

Ber t rand c Laims Dupart has
no pr oof s aga i nst h im, his wi t nes s
being an i nsolen t negro s l ave.

illicit

) We ask Court t o condemn
Dupart f or a lL cos ts and eve n f or
r e para tion of h i s honor .

(Signed) Helo r epresenting
Ant oi ne Ber t r and

Not entered in Louisiana Hi s t or i caL
Qua r t er ly .

C) : R/ r
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DOC .NO.

~) YEAR 1'753

DEFENSE OF : ANDRE LA BRANCHE,
RESIDENT OF CANNES BRUIiE AND GASPARD DORE

OVERSEER ON THE PLANTATION OF s . BORE AND S . BOR]
ALL THREE DEFENDANI'S I N THE SUIT OF

PIEBRE JOSEPH DE LYSLE , CALLED DUPART.

To the . charge of plaintiff that he Saw
Andre and Bor e r eturn from the hunt loaded wi t h
prey they answer this is impossible because :

)
1 - He cannot prove what they had.

,
2 - That Andre has been laid up with

a backache.

3 - Plaintiff ca nnot prove he s aw
defendants hunting t ogether .

That t he testimony gi ven by the
negroes and people hired by plaintiff is fa l se
and untrue; the meat t estif i ed t o by witnes ses
as found on premises of de fendant Andr e , was
meat from catt le belonging to plaintiff .

Defendant can on the c ont r a ry prove
it was meat f rom the city by his man Couture ,
who Sees t o it t hat a supply is sent defendant
whenever a killing i s made .

That suit brought by de Lysle WaS ,
one of spite bec ause on several occasions Dor e



2

DOC . NO:
(Cont'd.)

had ca ught de Lysle 's negroes chasi ng a he r d of
the widow Sigr y 's ca t tle and had confiscat ed thei r
guns .

Defendant wi nd up their de fense by as ki ng
f or compensation for defamation of charac t er by
plaintiff .

(Signed) La Branche
Gaspar d Dor e

,
(The name of S. Bore is cut off Document )

(~ Not pr i nted i n Loui siana Hi stor i cal ~uarterly.

R/ r
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1 Page

#29201

April 2

LETTER '10 UR. SARRAZIN, Sr.,
OF NEW ORLEANS - BY HIS WIFX

)

J

Mrs. Sarrazin wri tes fro m Po inte Coupee.
She acknowledgas recei. pt of a letter
from Mr. Sarrazin, her huaband , and
informs him t hat she has been unsucceas­
ful in har search fo r tha Marriage Contract
of her dBllghter," and su ggests that a CDpy
of it be obtained at the Registry. In
conclusion she expresses her hope for his
speedy reiurn.

(Signed) La Sarrazin

Not listed in Louisiana Historical Qua r t er l y
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YEAR 1753
It pages

NO DATE

D 53/47

APRIL ·3

BEl MR. NIlXlLAS HENRY,
vs.

MR. TIXEllANT, SR.

PETITION

Petitioner, Mr. Nicoles Henry, heretofore
Clerlt of the Superior Counci 1, represents
that Mr. T1ll:erant, Sr., is indebted to
him in the su.m 0 f Three hundred s 1ll:ty four
livres, which is the balance due on his
note, dated March 18, 1749, petitioner
alleges amicable demand without avail. He
therefore prays for citation of· said T1ll:erant
and for judgment against him, commanding
Tixerant to pay said balance due, together
wi th interest and 00 sts.

APRIL 3, 1753

(Signed) Henry.

ORDER

J

Undersigned, .rudge, grants petition for
citation.

(Signed) D'Auberville.

oont'd
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Sheet #2

SIlERIFF'S CI'rATION•

UEDERSI GNEDj She riff, makes his raturn
a rowing aervi ce 0 f Citation 0 f Mr.
Tixerant, Sr. to appear before the
Council on April 7th. to answer Plaintiff's
petition. copy of which was also served
on him.

(Signed) I.e Normand.

Not 11 sted i n Louisiana Ristor ical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

2 pages

D 53/48

M. I.E BRErON vs DELFAU DE
PONTALBA.

Pet i t i on .

APRIL 3

Mr . Le Breton, assessor at the Superi or
Council, pr oxy for Mr. Et ienne de Vaugi ne
de Mer i sment and Mrs. Pel agi e de Vi l l iers ,
his wife , etates t hat 1~s . de Vi l l iers de
Vaugine wi she s to be put in possession of
her ahare, in the succession of her father
and mother, Mr. and 1~s . Pet i t de Vi l l iers ,
amounting to 7000 livres and mor e , said
frozen assets (fonds arratas) now be ing i n
custody of Mr. Delfau de Pont alba , her tutor.

(Signed) Gar i e , attorney for plaintiff

Permi t to issue citation.

(Signed) Dauberville

Citation issued and delivered by Sher i f f
Mari n La Nor mand to Mr. Delfau de Pont al ba
to appear in court and answer petition of
1~ . Le Breton.

(Signed) La Normand

Not pr i nted in Loui s iana Historical Quar t er l y .

(19)
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I I2" page s

11349

APRIL 4,

CONVICTION IrnlliIANDED BY PU BLI C
Pro SECUTO R, CO MPLAINANT AND
ACCUSER OF JOSEPH, CRroLE NEG;!U
SLAVE, BELONGING '10 I,m. DUBREUIL,
DEFENDAIIJT AND ACaJSED.

The Cr imi na l Su i t instituted, t he charge s made ,
the inquiries held, all r e lat i ve to t he accus ed
pri soner, wh i ch p r o ceedings are listed i n de­
tail, beginning wi t h t h e letter wr it ten by 1~ .

Dubreuil, o wner of the accused, lodging an
Info m at ion aga i ns t s ai d ne gro, and concludi ng

..wi t h the Confrontation 0 f t he Accu sed wi t h
wi t ne s se s , all duly cons idered: the Pub l i c
Pr osecu tor de mands t het sa id accu sed negro be ,
convicted o f robbery, of t aking horses at night
a nd riding t hem away , a nd o f debauchery f or
several ye a r s in r e parat ion ro r whi ch he sh all
be s entenced to be flo gged by t he Pub l i c
Exe cu t i oner at the u susl pu bl i c pla ce s of th e
to wn, after wh i ch , s a i d negro shall be ham­
s trung and war ne d that, in case o f repetition
o f the f oregoi ng offence s, he shall suffer
death. His ~ s t er i s to be 0 rdered to pay for
t he t hings stolen f rom Me ss r s . Hugon and Darby
by s aid neg ro.

(Signed)
Raguet, acting as Pub lic Pr os ­

ecutor.

No t listed in Lou is i a ns His t o ri cal Qua r t e r l y .

61/ 29
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1 Page

APRIL 6

SECOND DRAUGHT

,)

J

Unders :fgmd at New Orleans, Louisiana,
draws on Mr . Bonllougne , At Paris, fo r
Fifteen hundred pounds, payable AU81st
7, 1753, and informs him t hat this is
his second draught; that his first was on
Mr. Testar for 1500 livres, value receiv­
ed, cash, from Mr . Chantalon in bills of
the IJolon,y, for which amount he aays he
will credit Mr. Boullougne on the account
of funds, which funds Mr. Boullougne is
to del her him for tl:e f iscal year of 1752.

(Signed) Denrel1Bl1,

Approval of tl:e Comm1ss wrer of the NavY
at Louisiana.

(Signed) D'Auberville

Not listed in Louisiana Historical Qnarterly.
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2f pages

D 53/49

EXCEBPS FRJY THE RBCO RDS OF
HEARINGS OF THE SUPERIOR
COUNCIL OF THE Pro VINCE OF

LOUISIANA.

APRIL 7

CJ

First Defeult Judgment.
In Re: Mr. Nico las Henry, former Clerk of
the Council, vs.Mr. Tixerant, Sr.

The petition of Mr . Nice las Henry, fo r mer
Clerk of the Council, praying for Citation of
Mr. Tixerent that he appear and be ordered to
pay petitioner four hundred eighty-fOur
l1vres, balance due on Note given him by
Tixerent on Mar ch 18, 1749, in payment for
ef f e ct s obtained at Auctions, end which
balance Tixerant has refused to pay: an duly
CXlnsidered by the Council, together with said
~ota, the First Default Judgment is rendarad
against said Tixerant for his failure to
appear and it is Ordered that he be agein

Cited to appear on the next day of hearing.

(S igned) :By The Council
Chentaleu, Clerk.

April 26, 1753 SHERIFF'S RE'lURN.

Unders igned, Sheriff, makes his Return show­
ing service on Mr. Tixerent, Sr., of Copy of
the Default Judgment rendered ageinst him,
together with Citation to appear before the
Council on the First Saturday of May, for fur­
ther Orders herein.

(Sigred) LeNormend.

Not Listed in Louisiana HistoriCal Quarterly
61/29
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APRIL 7

REI MES. TRENAUNAY de CHAMFHBT
vs

llR. llJllBEUIL.

\)

Answering pleintiff's petition asking for
damages for loss of rent occasioned by non­
execution of contract, Defendant prays for
dismissal of plaintiff's suit on ground of no
cause of action. Defendant bases his prayer .
on the terms of the very contract sued on,
alleging that it was stipulated in the Contract
for repairs on a house, entered into by him
with plainti ff' s husband, that should Defendant
fail to repair the house within the time stipu­
lated in said <Xlntract, said repairs were to be
made at Defendant's expense, which was not done,
he having· subsequently done the work, himself.
Defendant admits, however, that plaintiff is
entitled for any diminution of the amount of
mrk stipulated in the specifications, and also
claims that he is entitled to collect for what­
ever mrk was done over and above said specifi­
cations.
He, therefo re, pray s fo r judgment, coJIl![fl nding
plaintiff to reimburse him accordingly. This
matter he is willing to settle, in acco zdanee
wi th the decision of Mr . Duve rge r s , Engineer of
the King in this Colony. Among Defendantts
pleas for no cause 0 faction isl that of having
been ordered, by his Superiors. to work on the
Warehouse of the King and other projects, and
the fact that all material was reserved fo r such
110 rk during that time.

(Signed) Garic, Authorized by
Power of Atto rney

Not lis ted in Louis lana Risto rica 1 Quarterly
61/29
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D 53/51

APRIL 7

HEARINGS OF APRIL 7, 1753.

r

Presiding were; Messrs. de Kerlerek,
Gover!lOr, Dauberville, Commissioner of the
Navy, De Membrede, Lieutenant of the Ki~.

Debel11sle, Mayor, Raguet, Dean, perform­
ing function of Attorney General, LeBretton,
de Ie Lande, K/mon and Lefreniere. Lateral
Judges.

JUDGMENTS RENDERED.

IN REI Marie Anne Gratien, Wi dow of
the late Valentin Joseph
Dsubl1n, plaintiff on
petition.

The petition of plaintiff setting forth thet
by Decree, of Mar ch lOth, last, she was order­
ed to render her account of the Succession
of Daublin, as well as that of Marguerite
Decuir, Daublin's first wife, to Mr. Pujol,
Tutor and Guardian of the children of Daublin's
first marriage, which petition also sets forth
"t hat she complied with sai d Decree and there
being no judge to receive said reports and
hear the discussions thereon, she praJ9d that
the Court order the matter set on the Docket
for immediate hearing. Said petition duly
considered, together with the opinion of the
Attorney General relati~ thereto, the Council
renders JUdgment appointing Hr . LeBretton,
Judge to hear and ezamine this mtter and to
submit his findings thereon, \'hereupon final
Judgment will be rendered.

cant'd



Sheet 12

IN REI Mrs. Charlotte Julie M:l r eau ,
wife of Mr. Trenauney de
Chamfret, 81thorized by her
husband by No t ari a l Act passed
before Bemit at Pointe Coupee,
January 30th , last, plaintiff,
versus Claude Joseph Villard
Dt1breuil, Sr., defendant.

Plaintiff's petition cOnsists of a prayer for
damages in the sum of 4,000 pounds, being at the
rate of 1,000 pounds per year for four years,said
amoun t being compensation for 10 ss of rent for
tbat length of time, which loss results from
Defandant's failure to carry out the contract
under Private Signature, entered in1Xl with plain­
tiff's husband, under date of June 22nd, 1748, the
purpose of which was 1Xl have Dt1breuil repair a
house in Ne w Orleans. In aaid petition, · plaintiff
further alleges that she was put to considerable
expense for trips to New Orleans, where t he prop­
erty wa s situated, and where she went to confer
with Mr. Dt1breuil in an effo rt to settle this
matter amicably. The Council after duly consider­
ing plaintiff's petition, the Contract under .
Private Signature, dated June 22, 1748, as well as
Defendant's answer, made by Mr . Garic, acting for
seid Defendant, orders the matter arbitrated and
further orders the i mmediate appointment of arbitra­
tors by said parties. Mr. Ilesvergers, Engineer
of the Ki ng was named Umpire by t he Council. The
Arbitrators having been appointed, were ordered
to estimate the"urights of the parties herein, and ·
to then SIlbmit their conc lusions, wher eupon final
jUdgment would be· rendered by the Council. Costs
were reserved.

cont'd
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IN REI Francois Goudeau vs Joseph
Chaproll.

Plaintiff having prayed for citation of Defendant
and for jUdgment against him in the sum of 41501,
annunt uue plaintiff, as evidenced by 2 notes,
dated respectively September 24th and November

5, 1752, and Defendant having been duly cited,
but failing 2:0 appear, the CounCil renders a
DefaUlt Jud,gment against him, and orders that he
be again cited to appear. Co sts reserved.

IN REI }Jr. Nicolas Henry, former Clerk of
the Council, versus Mr. Tixerant,
Sr.

Plaintiff having petitioned for citation of Defen­
dant and for Jud,gment against him for 366 pounds,
plus interest, being balance due on Defendant's note
in favo r of Plaintiff, for 481 pounds, the Council
duly considering said petition, the Citation of
Defendant· and .Defendant's failure to appear, renders
a Default Judgment against said Defendant and 0 rders
that he be again cited. Costs reserved.

IN REI Mr. La Bretton, Lateral Judge in
.. the name of and as Substitute \
. Attorney of Mr. Etienne de Vaugine

and of Dame Pelagie de Livilliers,
his wife, versus · Joseph 'Delfau de
Pantalba , in the narre of and as
Widower of Dame Petit de Livllliers.

Mr. LeBretton, in his capacity, petitioned for order
commanding Mr. de Pontalba, former Tutor of Plain­
tiffa .. , 'Ito del her into their hands the share coming
to them from the "'uccess ion of the late Mr. end
Mrs. Petit de Livilliers, father and IIlOther of Mrs.
de. Vau.gine, mich amount is 7,000 pounds, plus

cont'd
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interest, aa set forth in the Act of Partition,
and according to which said amount was del ivered
to Mr. de Pontalha as Depositary. The Council
duly considering the Power of Attorney of Mr.
LeBretton, the Opinion of the Attorney General,
together with plaintiff's petition renders Judg­
ment commanding 1!r. de Pontalba to deliver to Mr.
lie VaugiIle said annurrt , who is then ordered to
invest one-third of the principal in real estate

for the benefit of the Mino r s, the other one­
third is decreed to belong to the Community, in
accordance with a stipulation of the Marriage
Contract, and the balance is ordered invested as
Mr. de Veugine shall deem fit.

IN RE: Henry DIlplanty, plaintiff
praying fa r homologati on of'
a donation made by Marriage
Contract, entered into bl
Plaintiff and Magdeleine
Brayilier, his wife.

The Council duly considering said Donation ~ade in
aforementioned Mar r i age Contract, the Opinion of
the Attorney Generel in this matter, orders said
Donation registeres at the Office of the Registry
Office, which was done ,f or t hwi th in Folio 8, Volume

54.

IN HE: Simon Chevreuil and Pierre
Charpentier in the name of
and as having IIErried Hohene
and iTallette JOOutard, plaintiffs
on petition. '

The Council having duly oonsidered plaintiffs'
petition praying that Mr. Marette be ordered to
deliver to petitioners the 325 pound s in his hands,
property of Janique Mou t a r d , believed to have been

cont'd
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recently killed by the Indians, to gather with
the opinion of the Attorney General on said
matter, orders said Marette to deliver said
amount, plus interest, to petitioners on their
furnishing proper bond that they wl.ll pay the
revenue from said amount to the Mi nor , whereupon <'
said Marette is to be discharged from all
liability.

Not listed in Louisia!ll Historical Qu arte r l y .

61/29
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APRIL 7

EXCERPS Fro M BEOORD OF THE
BEARINGS OF THE SUPERIOR
COUNCIL OF THE Pro VINCE OF
LOUISIANA. APRIL 7, 1753.

JUDGMENT.

IN RE: FRANOO IS GAUDEAIJ, LmlCHANT
VS.

JOSEPH CHAPERON

)

The Council , after duly considering plaintiff's
petit ion asking for citation of Joseph Chaperon ,
Defendant, and,for JUdgment against him for
four thousand one hundred fifty livres, amount
due on ho notes given by him to plaintiff, to­
gether with said notes, rendered the First
Dafault Judgment against said Chaperon on his
failure to appear and answer, and 0 rders that he
be again cited to appear before the Council on
the first dey of hearing. Costs are reserved.

(Signed) By the Council
Chantalou, Ol e r k.

July 27, 1763. SHERIFF'S BEIDRN.

Undersigned. Sheriff, mekes his Return showing
serv ice on Joseph Chaperon of Citation to
appear and answer plaintiff's petit ion on the .
first day of hearing an d also for the purpose
of being present to hear of the dispo sition of
the fine of the Decree of First Default.

(Signed) LeNormand.

Not listed in Louisiana Historical Q,uarterly.

61/29



YEAR 1753
(2- 1/2 pages )

D 53/ 53

APRIL 7

DEJREE OF THE SUPERIOR COUKCIL.

The SUperior Council, taking in consi der at i on the
peti tion of Simon Chevret and Pi erre Charpentier
husbands of Hel ene and Jeannett e Moutard , i n be­
half' of t heir wives , decrees t hat the sum of 325
livres now in possession of one Mare t t e , and be ­
longing t o the i r brother, J ac qu es lloutard, believed
to be killed by t he Indians, be t ur ned over to pe ­
t i t i oner s , hi s he i r s ; s aid petitioner s to gi ve
good and so l vent bond in case of t he said J acques
1!out ard ' s reappearance.

(Signed) Chanta10u
Clerk

YEAR 1753 APRTI. 11

Not i f i cat i on of JUdgment .

She r i f f ~arin Leno rmand i ssue s and delivers t o
Si eur Maret t e , notification of decr ee i s sued by
t he SUper i or Council, on pe~it ion of Simon
Chevret and Pierre Charpentier.

(Si gned) Lenormand

Not printed in Louisiana Hi st or i cs1 Quarterly.
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D 53/54

APRIL 7

IN Iml SlICCESSlON OF DAUBLIN

PETITION

Petitioner, :Llerienne Gratien, Wi dow of
Daublin, in the name of and as Tutrix
of her fi ve minor children, represents
that she has complied with the Order or­
the Council requiring her to file her
account in the Succession of Daublin and
of Marguerite DecUir Daublin, fi rst wire,
to Mr. Pujol, Tutor and Guardian of the
children, issue of said first marriage of'
Daub lin; but that there was no judge
appointed to examine said account and to
hear the .discussion thereon. l'lberefore,
petition prays that tha Court will order
this matter pl a ce d upon the Docket for an
immediate hearing.

(Signed) Garic, for Plaintiff'.

Not lis ted in Louis Lana Risto rical Quarterly.
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, _, _YEi\R "1763 APRIL 7

.-.J 2f pages

EXCERPS FlDY THR BEOORD OF HEARINGS OF
THE SUPEllIOR COUNCIL OF Tim PB:lVINCE

OF LOUISIANA. APRIL 7, 1763.

JUDGMENT

IN REI DAME CHARLOTTE JULIE MJREAU~ WIFE OF
TRENAUBAY de CHAMFRET, AUTHORIZED BY
HIM BY NOTARIAL ACT BEFORE BlmlIST
AT FOINTE ooum. ON JANUARY 30, LAST,
PLAINTIFF, VE!lSlJS MR. CLAIJDE JOSEPH
VILLARD DJBlUiUIL, SR., DEFENDANT.
REPRESENTED BY MR. GARIC.

(.J

Tpeepetition of plaintiff praying re r damages
in the amount of One thousand livres per year
for four years, representil\g loss of rent of
a house which Defendant failed to repair,
al though he had entered in"bJ a contract wi th
plaintiff's husband to do so, as evidenced by
Contract under Private Signature, dated June
22, 1748, and her claim for costs of trips to
New Orleans relative to said contract, together
with the Answer and pleadings of Defendant in
this suitl All duly considered, the Council
renders jlldgment herein commanding that said
matter be SIlbjected to Arbitration, wherellpon
Mrs. de Chamfret appointed Mr. Cantrelle.
Arbitrator "bJ represent her interest, and Mr.
Geric appointed Mr. Darby to represent the
interest of his client, Mr. Dubrellil, these
two Arbitrators then appointed Mr. Desvergers,

0"

cont'd
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Engineer of the King, Umpire. Said
Arbi trators were then orderad by the Conrt
to estillBte and settle this qnestion of
non-exeC1ltion of contract and of damages
prayed for. and to oubmit their opinion to
the Conrt for Final Judgment. Co sts reserved.

(Signed) By the Council
Chantalou. Clerk.

No t listed in Louisiana Hi ato rical Qllarterly

61/29
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YEAR -1753 APRIL -7th.
If pages

IN REI SOON CHEVRID IL AND
PIERRE CHARPEt'lTIER

VS.
1m. YARETTE.

PETIT.IQJf

Petitioners, Simon Chevr9Qil and Pierre Char­
pentier, represent that Janique Moutard, their
bro ~her-in-Iaw, is belie ved to have been killed
by the Indians; that petitioners believe it
proper that the anount of 325 livres plua
interest thereon, now in the hands of Mr.
Marette, and belonging to said Janique 1!ou t a r d ,
should be turned over to them in the name of
and as husbands of El a ine and Janette Mou t a r d ,
respectively, who are sisters of said Janique
"'outard.

Wherefore, petitioners pray that sai d Maret t e be
ordered to del iver 10 them, in their respective
capacity, the 325 pounds, p l u s interest, which
money belongs to said Janique Mout a r d.

(Signed) Simon Cheuvey
Pierre Cherpentier.

April 7, 1753 ORDER.

j

'--

The Council having heard the opinion of the
At to rney General on this ma t t e r , hereby orders
Mr. Marette to deliver the funds in his hands
belonging to Janique Mo u t a r d to petitioners
one month from date upon their furnishing
suff icient bond therefor, and plaintiffs are

cont'd
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mShe e t #2

ordered to pay over to the mino r* the reveme
from said amount.

(Signed)
D'Au.bervi 11e.

t- Notel The r e is nothing in the Docu.ment to
indicate who this Mi no r is. l

lbt listed in Louisiam Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753
2 pages

)

HEARINGS OF APRIL 7, 1753

Ilresiding were I Messrs. De Kerlerek, Governc r
Dauberville, Commander of the Navy, Demembrede,
Lieutenant of the King, Debe1lisle, Major,
Raguet, Dean, perfo rming funeti ona of At to rney

General, Legretto n, Dela1ande, K.1 n i on an d
Lafreniere, Lateral Judges.

JUDGMENTS REN :cERED.

IN RE: THJhlIIXlW DAUBLIN,
PLAINTIFF ON FILING
OF ACCaJNT.

The Council appointed Mr. Lebretton, Judge,
in 1his rootter, and on bearing his report,
judgment will be rendered.

IN REI SAME TRENAUNAY, PLAINTIFF
VERSUS MR. lXJl!REU 1L?
DEFANDANT.

The Council having duly considered the deroonds
and answers of the parties hereto, ,or de re d the
matter submitted to Arbitration. Arbitrators
appointed were Mr. Castette who was appointed
by plaintiff; Mr. Darby, who was appointed by
defendant, and Mr. Duverges, Engineer of the
King, mo was appointed Umpire by the Court to
estimate and settle the rights of the parties
herein.

IN REI MR. GOUDEAU, PLAINTIFF,
VS. JOSEPH CHAPRON,
DEFENDANT.

Default Judgment was rendered against defendant
for failure to appear. The Council ordered that
he be re-summoned to appear at the rext hearing
day. Co sts Reserved.

Cont'd
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IN REI MR. HENRY, PLAINTIFF
VS. TmRAN'l', DEFENDANT

DefSlllt Judgment was rendered against Defendant
mo was ordered re-simmoned to appear on ta e
next day of hearing. Costs reserved.

IN REI MR. LEBRETIDN, AUTHORIZED
BY roWER 0 F ATIDRIlEY,
~INTIFF, VS MR. de roNTALBA,
IN HIS CAPACITY, DEFENWTT.

The Council havingl:dnly beard this matter, renders
Judgment commanding Mr. de Pontalba to pay the
money in his hands, belonging to Dame de Vaugine,
on condition that two-thirds of said amount,
forming part of he·r dowry, shall be invested in
real estate as security for 'lile minors, and the
other one-third to be used by Mr. V8Ilgine as he
sha11 deem fi t.

IN REI MR. DUPLANTY, PLAINTIFF
ON PETITION.

The Council orders tbet the Mutual donation made
by Marriage .Cont r a ct between him and Magdelaine
Brazilier shall remain intact ta, be carried out
acco rding to it s form and teno r, and a rders that
it be duly registered at the Registry Office of
the Council •

(Sipd'l
D'Auberville.

\

~ Not listed in Louisiana Historical Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753
lf pages

LE'!"l'EH 'J.O F . RO~rDES , SR. ,
A'!' NEW 0 RLEA1:S , FRJM
R. IDBJm IER, SON , & OO MPANY,
AT OORDEAUX.

APRI L 11

The wri ter a cknowl edges r e cei p t o f a l et t e r,
wr i t ten him f rom Ma r t i ni que , by his Cousin,
11r. Ronde's, to gether wi t h t .o pa cka ge s fo r
.lr. Roussillon, whi ch packages he info r ms h i m
we r e del ivered to },fr o Roussillon.

The writer ·then expresses his regret at l earn ­
ing o f t he death of 1l1r . Miche l and of f e r s sym­
pa t hy to Mr . Ro nde s f o r the l o s s of his dear
f r iend . The balan ce of the l e t t er i s t aken up
wi til exho rtat ions t o honesty and wi t h assu r ­
an ce s of affection, in wh ich the wr i t e r and his
f amily hold Mr. Ronde s and of appreciation for
his let ters.

(Signed) R. Duberier, Son ,
& Co mpany .

The po s tscri pt consi sts of Mar ri age a nnounce­
ments and o f remarks concerning t he prospe ct i ve
gr ooms , and conclu des wi th expressions o f
affection f or Mr. Honde s and his f amily .

(No signature I

The li st on t he page beari ng the superscription
is t hat o f unde rwea r , handkerchiefs, ste cking s ,
and 5 pa i r s o f breeches fa r a negro .

(Wit h Document it 532 bearing no date , written
by t he same pe r son . )

Not listed i n Lou isiana Hi s to r i ca l Qua r t e r ly.

61/29



,I
.1.

t

r

.1

,

·1.'

YEAR 175~

UNDATED EXCRRPTS OF roUGH DRAFTS
OF LE'l.'TERS SEIECT"'..J) AND ASSEMBLED.

The writer, addressing his son and some
friends, relates how, after losing all he possess­
ed in another Colony, probably Mar tin i que , he
made up his mind to ro me to Louisiana to start
anew, and if possible recuperate his losses•

After being cor di al l y received by the
Covernor, o ffi c i a l s and prominent colonists, he wa s
especially befriended by Mr . Mi che l , the Intendant
Commissary. Wi th his nnancial help, he was able
t o pur c he se a nne plantat ion , n ear t he city, in
partnership wi th Mr. Roussillon, Mr . Miche l ' s
secretary.

While every t hing seemed to be prosperous ,
fortune smiling, with every hope of success and
re cuperation, Mr . Michel died of an apoplectic
fit on December 18, 1753, Which would set t he date
of these letters at about the latter par t of 1754.

Many pages are devoted to an ezhuberance of
sincere regrets at t he lo ss of aa ch a good friend
and protector, 'whi ch caused him to abandon once IOO r e
such go od undertakings and prospe cts, . and to sa il
away_

Ar riv ing a t t he pa s se s , a violent storm
broke out and the vessel ran aground, caus ing him
to be on t he verge of 100 sing wha t ever he c.still
possessed.

com 'd•
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.A vivid description is given of the
geographic, physical and economic conditi ons of the
count r y , o f the richness and fertility of i t s l and ,
i ts wo nde r fu l resources , and the pro spe ct s for de­
velopi ng and improving them; last but not l ea s t , an
int ere st ing treatise on t he life, the cus t oms , t he
roo rals and the cha ract e r of the Indians, especially
relating to the rebellion of t he I' a t che z and its
cau se s , the massacre of the Fr ench and ot her
episodes.

1'OTEI The on l y signature affixed to one of those
copies is blurred and t orn .
(From o t he r letters an d judici ab ,papers it appears
that those lette7;s we re wr i t t en at Ma r t i n i que , by
one Clement Ro nde s . )
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YEAR 17~
100 pages.

Doc. No. 5:t

BXCERPT Fro M roUGH DRAFTS 0 F
LETTERS SELECTED AND ASSEMBLED,
PERTAmnlG 'JD GIDGRAPHIC AND
ECONOMIC CDNDITIONS m THE
PROVINCE OF LOUISIANA; PRosreCTS
OF THE COLONY AND LIFE, CHARACTER
AND MlRALS OF THE INDIANS.

)

After the stunning bloVl I recei ved here
last year, I speak of the conflagration of
which I was the first victim, losing 18,000
livres, all I possessed, I made up my mind to
see if the Mi s s i s s i pp i Colony 'liQuId not be'
more propitious than this one, .mere , since my
arrival , I have encountered nothing but mis­
fortunes.

En t e r i ng into a partnership with a fr iend,
who had chartered ' aves se 1 to go to that NeVI
Wo r l d ; we expected to leave in Yay , but we only
sai led i n July. Aft e r a goo d voyage 0 f thirty
days, we arri ved safely at Bel ize. Leaving the
vessel we took to a small boa t f or New Orleans"
ascending the rapid river current in ei ght days,
the ordinary time. ~

, Going up the river there are only thirty-
six leagues '90 miles) from the passes 1n the
city, but that 'voyage is very long and incon­
venient. The river is about as wide as the
Garo nne at low tide, with this d iff e ren ce, there
is no visible tide; if the re is any , it is ab-
SO rbed 'by the current much swifter when the
river is high; consequently, harder to ascend.

cont'd
I



I cD not think that the Nile, wh i ch in­
undates Egypt regu.lar~ can be compared wi th th is
river. It rises every year at the melting of tbe
allows. It muld overflow, but is kept in its
channel by good levees (dykes). Once built you
only need to maintain them, then you have the
amount of wa t e r you need to irrigate the lands.
You leave it stay as long as you want , an d you
drain it by little trenches and gu.tters, dug for
that pu rpo se.

The lands cannot ' de t e r i o r a t e , beceuse the
river improves them by depositing over them the
ooze and IlII1d, giving them the fertility of which
I speak.

The run of t he thirty-six leagues is made
in mo r e 0 r less time, according to winds. The
vessels take twenty, thirty, sometimes forty days.
When the winds are not propitious, they use a 'tow- '
line, tied to trees on shore, on whi ch they pull.

Ligh t boats, such as pirogues, generally
used to go fro m the Pa s se s to the ci ty, take
seven 1D eight days, camping every night on land.
On the first eighteen leagues, the river shore'
consists only of alluvial land. As no building
can be set ,:there ; on account of its softness" you
have to sleep on the open air in the green plots,
even in bad or in mId weather, preyed upon by
insects called maringcin (mosquitoes). They are
in such great multitude they attack and surround ~

you like small clouds. To get under shelter you
IlII1st provide yourself with some good mosquito bars
tightly closed. Thera are other species, especi­
'al l y a very small one, which ileve't' hums and which
sting is much mrse. They call them hrulots.
There is also a sort of fly called Frappe abc rd,

cant 'd.
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'/'/hen. a rriving at New Orlea ns i t i s cusw mary
t o render homage t o th e Ho norabl e Governor and to
the Intendant Commissary. We were racei ved with
much kindne s s . I was i nt ro duced and was gran t ed
permission w pay my court to them <l11ring my stay,
which I did punctually. By ao doing I had the
advantage of ge t tiI\g acquainted with the roo s t
prominent inhabitants of the Colony, and wa s most
assiduous in wai ting on t hem: then I was invited
to eat soup wi t h them.

I l.lr. Miche l , Intendant Commissary , was
especial ly very k i nd to me . I wa s i ntroduced to
h im by Jiir . Roussillon, his Secr etary, the Ro ya l
No t a r y ' s brother, my countryman. In the begin­
ning I did not visit h im as much as I shoul d have
liked w; . he upbraided lie f o r it and kindly told
me that there 'M)u l d be a cloth and cover fo r me
whenever my business m uld penni t ; from then on
I wa s roore punctaa 1•

The se kindne s saB increased, and I \\QuId have
greatly benefited by his protect io n, hed not Fat e
inhumanly banished hi m from his designs on me.
That is the way destiny made a fo ol of me , and t hus
in a rooment crumbled t he foundations of my hopes
in the New Wor l d .

Th e poor Roussillons, they also have good
reasons to keenly resent their loss.

Su ch is our situation to-day:

\Ve are in partnership in a plantation, paying
1400 livres rent annually for the term of five
years; afte r whi ch we .wi ll have to pay 28,000 livres
in ready money.

cont'd
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Had Mr. Mi che l lived, our obligations WJuld
have amount ed w very little. I t i s quite dif­
fere nt now: it is a great difficulty. If I had
foreseen such an event I wo uld have planned
differently to ge t a plantation - we m ul d not
have bought such expensive land m e n we could

have had one fo r nothing. I will admit we paid
dear for the privilege of being hear the ciiv'.

It is true those plantations have sone g r ea t
resources and prochce a revenue of fifty pe r cent .
but you need lIl8lly negroes and a great capital W
start; wi t hou t it you cannot make any headway.

If Mr. Mi chel had lived he wanted to pu r ­
cba se fifty negroes, whi ch , with the fifteen we
already had, WJuld have given us at least 30,000
livres annually. Wi th all these advantages I
woul d bave been above all reverses of fortune.

The colony lost Mr. Michal on December 18th;
ha died f ro m an apoplectic fit, to m i ch he had
been subject, without even recovering his mind,
from the moment he fell; which, yet W-day, causes '
me W gi ve de ep and ardent regrets to his memo ry.
I wa s devoted W him. I learned fro m him every­
t hing he knew, and, in a friendly way, W Id ne all
about t he country and the savages, whi ch wa s no t
t he least SUbject to attract my a t ten tion .

I wa s just beginning W learn all about t he
country, and the advantages offered W those m o
planned W establish a settlenent. To that effect'
I visited several plantations, especially the
Honorable Jesuits. whi ch , I need no t tell you, is
the f ine st plantation in the colony.

cont'd

/



J

She et .:5

I VIOuld go t o their house every day to r elax
and refresh myse l f f rom my occupations . The
Go vernme nt ' nai on , \\bich i s t he l ast bl.lldi ng,
separ a t es t hem f ro m the ci ty, and t hey ha ve a lar ge
f ro nt age of the best , the fim st an d ri chest l and
I he ve eve r seen. They live wel l , end their visi­
tors a re wel l received. In t he afternoon, mlring
recreation, t ile games ot chess en d backgammon are
pl ay e d, end they give you the t r e e use o f their
ga rden and t he ir pl ant a t i on. I was very IIIIlch
pleese d and s atisfi ed i n t hei r Company. They al l
have been in the differe nt posts and consequently
t hey a r e acquainted wit h eve ry colonist, an d t r om '
what I have heard and seen i n New Orleans , t hey a re
acqua inted bett er t han anyone e l se wi t h t he expo ­
su re a nd value o:f l ands. I ne ver bel ie ved t hat
thor e CDuld be any finer and better l ands, but they
disabused me, they essured lll3 that they were noth­
i ng in compariso n to thosd furt her up the river,
where the t inest' p roduct ions ot na t ure coul d be
found. Ifh,y t he n had the si t e of New Orleans been
so 111 se l e ct ed?

There answer was t hat t he first cons i de rati on
hed be en t he p roximity at t ha pas se s and the con­
venien ce of t he rive r ro r r ent, whi ch could be re­
ascended with the help of horses. It was not even
known thet t hose t im lands were alluvi el l ands,
whi ch had been de posi t ed by the r i ver, end ga i ne d
firmness wit h the ages, m tw iths tanding t ile ~ rk
and trouble to clear them pro per l y . There is not a
single rock, and have no doubt of it. .

These l ands wo re grant e d wit h a depth of 40
arpents ; that depth diminishes /lO i ng dam t he r iver
on acco unt of the lIQllrowness at t he land, but
above the city they have the standard depth, and
are very expensi ve.

cont'd.
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Wi th in, and orten beyond the 40 arpents
limit, there are valuable cypress forests, from
which immense revenues a r e dert ved. Some planta­
tions have a sawmill as there is a gr e a t demand
f or planks for bu.ilding houses. 'The trees being
felled ever y year t he supply will BOon be exhaust­
ed, as it cannot last forever. I t is a great ad­
vant age to a colonist to have a sawmill; once
started, a sawmill with ten or twelve slaves will
result in a net revenue of ten to t welve thousand
livres per yea r . Too c ypress logs are brought t o
too mill t hrough a canal dug f or that purpo se . It
t akes somet imes te n y ear s for ten or t Vl81ve
negroes to dig · too canal , but the savanill WJ ul d be
useless without it. Some of the cypress lo gs a r e
Imnstrous and have to be hauled overland by the
strength of armsl three or four pair of horses
dragging them.

There is sOllBtimes as much as twe lve f eet
of water in the cypress swamps, which is a great
i nco nvenience .11:> the cul,ti vated lands, as they
aometimes are overflo wed; the least sudden squall
or spurt o f wind coming from the sea, or the near
by lakes , causes the water to r i se and to inun­
date the lands , i f the colonists VDuld no t take
the precaution 11:> mai nt a in some good drainage
ditches the ye a r round.

You ca n judge f or yoursel ves as to the
other products of t he count ry. I am send ing you
a sample of a sort of cotton plant ,native of this
country, which grows wi t hout CIlltivation. Wax is
al so native and requ. i r es no care; Little shrubs,
t en ·feet high, bear t hose berries you se e hanging
along t he branches; the grea t est t rouble is to
pi ck t hem up. l t is done by t app ing on t he
branches with l ittle sti cks , whi ch loosens them
up and they drop ·on a large cloth stretched on the
ground to gatoor them.

cont'd.
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" This ope r a t i on done , t he be rri e s are s t o r ed :
l'ihen r eady to be mamfactured into = t hey are
plu cked as neede d , (some use them green) , put int o
a mass like t he ro ugh wax in Fran ce, and mel t ed in
lukewarm water . Some Ill8.llllfactllre it in small
lozenges others in small pieces.

It is the same color as beeswax, but re~ires

no boiling to bleach i' like the latter; only the
sun gives it thet degree of whi t ene s s, even when it
is manufactllred into candles. It bleaches in pro­
port i on to the time it remains exposed - impro ve s
and becone a beaut iful when continually exposed, I
mean the fine st kind, which appears to !Ill no t to be

" i nfer i or to beesViax at first gl ance .

It differs,however, verynmu.ch in tm quality
of its oily juice; its luminosity is a great deal
dimmer.

They have experimented i n New Orleans, wi th­
out success, to overcome that defect by mixing it
wi t h beeswar.la-eprived of unctuous juice,. it is not
malleable, however, but that will not prevent it
from being a curious, pr ec i ou s and useful dis co very,
which may become an important branch 0 f the co lony' s
trade.

What pleases me most is its aromatic odor and
the fact it does not stain, m i ch makes it safe to
u se in candle making, wi th an "over-proportion of
t allow.

I also send a sample of i ndigo, manufa c t ured
as a trial by an 6fficar , a San Domingo colonist's
son, who flatters himself on improving it. It is
better than the one made in San :Do mingo and could be
mamfactured in this colony. What you have seen

(-- ") pr evi ou s l y wa s of an inferior quality.

cont'd.
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Some unexpected news to he ar ill a'tout t he
ma!lll.fa ct ure of sugar in the Mis s i ss i ppi Colony. ' I
do not ven1nre to say that t hey are making it yet,
but I say it can be perfectl y made, and very fine
t oo. You can jUdge fro m t ha t sample, wh i ch is not
yet perfect having boiled too long. It is a trial
mich I have witnessed at the Honorable Jesuitls
and a t another colonist~,· It is an. attempt f ro m
whi ch we hope ma.ch success and prosperity. If we
have not manufactured a first class pro duct this
time it is becau.sa we i gnored the correct degree
fo r the baking and 'to iling , also the right pro cess
to reduce it. By mxt ye ar I wi ll become f amiliar
wi th t he proper me thod , and I wi ll acquire all
necessary utensils, as we wi l l all be mo re s killful
experts in s ugar making.

You may say - can t he sugar cane mature? Are
they not frozen by the wint e r hoar-frost? I wi ll
say that the co ld weather cannot hurt the cane since
it is planted in Mar ch and is IIB t ure enough to be
rot <lo \'lll i n October, maybe not as ripe as in San
DomiDBP, m er e they stand 15 to 18 months on f oo t ,
but t hey a re finer, more beautiful, and have more
su gar, wh i ch has been pro ved by our trial.

An arpent of land, wh i c ll hardly pays 30
pistoles (60 <lo llars l in i ndigo, wi ll g ive 100
(200 dollars lat lo w price. Finally what can I tell
you about the fertility of the soil? All you have
to <lo is to scratch wi th your fi nger nails and
everyth i ng gro ws i n it. We have all the vegetables
kno wn in Euro pe . The grape vine even is a native
of thi s climate , and in the m od s I have myself
seen some vine stocks m o se branches extend 60 to
80 feet up. I t is not doubtful that some excell-
ent wine coul d . be made wi thin a radius 0 f 40 leagues
(100 mile s ) fro m i' e w Orleans.

cant 'D.
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You must not ignore the fact that wheat
grows perfectly here. You lIl83 think with all these
resources New 0 rleans must be a delightful place to
live.

ith all these crops t~ sane Co lc1nist , with
30 or 40 negroes, could make dJir:lng the year at least
50 thousand. livres of fine french lOOney, and it VDuld
be better revenues than there are here, which are taken
up by heavy expenses. The negroes board costs nothing
over there - here it takas one fifth of the revenue.

You may be surprised that I suggest a oolonist
slx>uld undertake so much. Vlhy not? If there are the
possibilities end facilities of succeeding. In winter
tl;le negroes instead of resting eou ld fell SOllB trees,

·s qua re ahd prepare them in the forest; as soon as the
river rises, those haVing no ' mi l l s aluld send them to
the mills and keep them .busy • The spring is sowing
time; the indigo is planted - the cane cen be planted
at the same time. As soon as the last indigo is cut
down and stored, it is time to cut ths cane and start
the grinding immediately.

As no cu.ltivation is required for cotton,
could 'nt they have it picked by the negroes at
night fall, or in the evening when they retire from

. work. All they \'Duld have to do is to order them to .
bring:18. hat full of cotton, a lot of mod, or rocks,
which are useful for some building. Gradually 10m
crops \\IOuld be gathered, and certainly a oolonist with
40 or 50 good negroes oould at least, as I have al­
ready mentioned, clear 50,000 livres in good french
money annually.

I repeat, With all these resources you must ·
think that this co lony is the most del ightful place
in which to live; every one must be exceedingly rich;
on, the oontrary, there are no good managers and no ens
seems to know how to take advantage and derive profit
from the resources. Most of 10m colonists, with the
richest lands in the ·wo r l d , and a sufficient amount of:

alnt'd.
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negroes, cannot conceive the idea that anyone
could think of earning more than the necessities of
life. They are ae indo lent aa thei r negroes , and
never endesvor to turn them to account, leaving them
in wi nter to shiver in their cabins, instead of
havfng sene good barns, where they could work under
shelter. The colonists, tpemselves, barely make a
living.

I only kno w one man, who never loses any of
these advantages. Re .·onl y handles mod and ind:lgo;
he· clears 20,000 livres net every year. It is true
that be does not leave mrk aCCll1lllllate until it
commands his attent ion. He me a carpenter to whom I
sold a negro on my arrival, and. who never loses a
chance to buy any. He gave up his trade, sE!ven or
eight y ea r s ago, started wi th very little capital ,
and today is in comfortable circumstances.

It is a fine country; the farther up you go
the better it is. I never saw anything to compare
With it, considering all the resources, and besides
that, it is so much finer, as it is intersected and
irrigated by numerous small rivers, and other great
rivers like the Mis s i s s i ppi , upon which one can
travel 600 leagues (1500 miles); being unable to
proceed further on account of the savages, of whom I
will speak later.

A river, called the Missou r i , upon which 600
leagues has also been ascended, is kno wn to exist,
after leaVing the Mis s i s s i pp i . There are also
numerous natural canals connected wi t h the rivers.

In the western part of the country there are
some roads which seem to have been built for us by
Nat ure . We do not benefit by them as we 'ne gle ct them.
I cannot see anything zo re indolent and blamable.

OOJ;lt t d.
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There i s nothing kno wn ye t of that
We st e r n OJ unt ryj some savages have related to us
that t here is a sea where so me vessels ha ve been

, seen.
-.-I

I ViOuld not be able to narrate to you
everything related to me about the immensity .of
that New Wo r l d , which some believe to be con­
tigu.ous to Asia.

Some Canadians ,tr avel i ng overl and t o New
Orle ans , fo und numero us e lephant bone s and brought
so me t o the city. Mr. LeVerrier ' s son and Mme . de
Vaudreuil , the Govermr ' s wife , who were o f th e

party, confirmed this fa ct to me. Whe re ha d these
e l ephant s come from? I will state that s ome
historians, who have travelled, tell us that no
such bones have been found in any ot he r par t 0 f
the ViO rld .

)

)

Considering what we know of 1he New Wor l d ' s
t erritory, whi ch is the smalles t part. we can
plainly sa y that the mola of it is yet to be dis­
co ve re d.

If the new di scove r ies , wh i ch cou ld be
e a s ily made, WJuld proportionally pro vi de as many
resour ces a s our present po s se ssions , nothing i n
Eur ope cou ld compare t o them , if no t negl& cted.

What eve r we get from England and Holland.
4J. fact from all f oreign countries , we can find it
there - flax, silk and hemp are products o f the
count ry . Sone large fa ctories cou l d be built and a
Dominion who could supply us wi th all our needs could
be crea t e d.
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What Empi r e in the world can flatter itself
of such great advantages as rivers navigable fo r
800 and 1000 leagues (2000 and 2500 miles). I do
not mean to speak: about those unknov.n to me. Con­
sider only the Mi s sis s i pp i through which we oolllllWli­
cate wi th Canada - It is to day a familiar voyage.
!l'he distance is so great; there are seven posts and
few stopping places.

The se voyages, through a bare uninhabited
COWltry are very tiresome, and you are exposed 1x>
winds and noods. The trip could be made more com­
fortably if there were a post or e village, or only
a shed every 50 leagues, mere you could relax and
rest.

A large post called the "Illinois" is situat­
ed 500 leagues (1250 miles) fro m New Orleans, which
about equally divides the trip to Cana da . The r e are
two or three other posts before you arrive at it,
but they are not worth mentioning.

~'he " Il l ino i s" is a good settlement, well
fortified, wi t h a garrison. · The Canadians supply
that post with provisions ani dry merchandise. As
they cannot always travel by water route, they use
pirogues. which they sometimes have 1Xl carry over­
land. The liquids, such as wines and rum, are sent
from Ne w Or l eans in small boats; twelve to fifteen
boats leave wi t h each convoy. The convoys, under
the leadership of an officer. depart ·f r om New Orleans
twice a year; the first one in February and arother
one during the month of June; never in winter on
account of the ice. The trip takes from three to
four months, bu t you can return in about 14 or 15
days. The voyage bei ng risky and dangerous, on
account of the savages, no .one can depart from New
Or l eans except wi t h one of t he convoys.

cont'd.
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We 'iIOuld not be in need of these fortifi­
cations in Illino is if we had not JI!lde enemies of
the natives.

The nation we dread and fear the most, for
. the safety of the convo ys, is called " The Chis".
In the beginning they we r e neither fr iends nor foes­
they be came our enemies v.hen t wo of their men, whom
the y had delegated, we re held in New Orleans. One
of them wa s sent to Bal i ze , Whe re he died. The other
one JI!l de his escape and brought t he oomplaint to
his nation, who never did fo rgive us, and never
ceased to demand the release of the other man. If
we had kindly treated those tro men, and sent them
back loaded with presents, may be that nation ViOuld
no w be friendly to us, instead of be ing our rorst
enemy.

Ther e are about f ive or six hundred of them;
their superior power rests on some renegades, who
are unknown and come to new Orleans to explore.
They are always informed of tll! departure of the
ClI:i111'j>i !I &

Everything possible bas been done to crush
them; there was an open rontinual wa r , whi ch cost
the King not less than ten million livres. From
ne w Orleans a nd Canada came over ten thousand men,
some brought purposely from Fr an ce , an d some native
savagesJ also some Canadian savages, called the
"Iroquois", as brave and as good warriors as the
"Chi s" .

'r ho se ten thousand men were "Only clear water",
and could not succeed in taking their forts, wh i ch
are plainly built - only holes in the g r ound , in the
shape of a vault surrounded and closed with stakes.

cont'd.
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The French intended to conduct the war in
their om style, in the open with artillery, but
they soon we r e oompelled to give up their plans.

The regular troops considered the campai gn a
pleasu.re trip, and thought they were f!P ing 10 a
festival. The officers 8I!1d men wanted to go in full
attire, with uniforms, dress coats, shoes, gaiters ,
etc., 'l.'hey soon were compelled to discard and leave
everything behind, even the cannons.

It is absolutely impossible to go into the
woods except in Indian fashion, that is with no cca-
s Ins , vtli ch is an I ndian footwear, made ou t o f s kins,
and knickerbocke rs (short breeches) whi ch hardly
covers their buttocks.

Some of the soldiers could not stand the
fati8ue and weariness of t he mar ch and retrograded,
others arrived wel l enough at t he savages far-away
lands, but many perished on the way. They were often
attacked by surprises and harassed by some scattered
savages hovering continually around t hem.

The savages in general have a singular manner
of ooncealing t hemselves, to keep out of the way. In
the plains they never troop to gether, shoot while
jumpi!\!!; and gamboling like monkeys. They are t o be
feared a ni dreaded just as IlIUch in t he woods , m e r e
t hey lay flat on t he ground and shoot accura'te Iy,

The French, on the contrary, gathered in
platoons and dropped like flies •

.Judge the astonishment 0 f these soldiers, just
arr! ved from Europe, accusto med to fi ghti ng facing
the enemy. They receive the soots without knowing
\\he r e they came f ro m, and wi t hout kno wing how t o get
their revenge.

cont'd.
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Their scetteredbands hold onl y OrE side of
the river,givi ng us the oppomnity of guarding
against and avoiding their shots by cro ss ing to the
ot her side, a s soon a s we d icove r them.

One hundred savages VDuld not attack ten
Frenchmen , even i f they we re sure to kill them all.
if they knew t hey VDuld lo st onl y one of their men .

I repeat, they kno w of no other way of wag ing
war, than by surpri se attacks, even ano ng themselves .
They l ay i n wai t ro r one another ; they try to take
the eeemies' villege s by surprise attack. set their

. provisions on fire and knock those they catch in t he
head. As eo on as they have knocked an ene lIij' down they
t ake a t ro phy of their victory.

Al ways armed wi t h knives they make an i ncision
on the f orehead, pass their fil\gers in the inci sion,
ani wi t h a knock of t he knee in t he nape of the neck
promptly remove the s calp and hair. After that
operation, they ' retire t o their homss wi t h t hat
trophy of their vict ory ,and are honoured according
to their bravery, whi ch is comput ed by the number of
scalps secured.

Admirers of bravery, if any of t he i r pr isoners
are good warriors, they have many attentions f or them ;
treat them well . gi ve them t he best mo r se l s while
eating . until they arrive at their Na t i on ' s camp. where
they execute t he death sentence. by devisi ng so rre ne w
torture to t e s t their endurance . If they are good
warrio rs they are never affected; if on the cont r a r y ,
t he ir prisoners are poltroons , not noted f or bravery.
t hey sco rn them and s cout them on t he way. On arri val
at theii-" camp' t hey stun them with a blow or shoot them
down wi th disdain.

oont'd•
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Arri ving safely at t he savage lands t hei r
only sa t i s f act i on was the voyage. They were eom­
pe lled to retreat wi th dishonour and disgrace,
after seeking peace, to WhiCh the savages agreed
only when the FrenCh sent them, as hostages, soma
officers, mom they had demanded. That peace
was only a truce, during which the FrenCh had time
to retreat.

Their enmity is always the same; they never
forgave us for the man we took away from tham.
Many other nations are our enemies, but that one i s
the most eager t o fight. It is also the one to be
most feared and dreaded by the convp'1s to Illinois,
who are often attacked by them.

They have the oonstancy to fb llow these con­
voys three or four hundred leagues,until they have
a favorable opportunity to take them by surprise.
There is no night travel on account of the drifting
logs that the river uproots and carries down. The r e
are soine monstrous ones 80 to 100 feet long, 30 to
40 feet in circumference. The convoys ca mp at night
to cook meals. That is when the savages await their­
chance. The convo ys muld be trapped evezy night
if they VDuld not keep good guard. If the savages are
discovered there is nothing more to fear; they with­
draw and await another occasion.

It is fortunate fo r the Fr enc)l that the savages
have no discipline, no strategy, and kno w of no better
way to wage wa r than by surprise attacks. If they
kne w better it VDuld be easy for them to pr event the
passage 0 f al\Y convoy; they would only have to line
both sides Or£ the river, and sheltered from the boats,
fire, by hiding be hind the trees in bmad day light
and shooting from a mbush. They have never thought of
that.

cont'd.
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Thei r scalping is a sil18Ular operation - We
have i n New Orleans three or four pe r so ns who have
been scalped-it is ve ry miraculous to survi ve . That
operat io n i s usually precee ded by t wo o r three
blows wi t h a club \\!l.i ch knocks the vict im down;ho w­
ever I have se en t wo ViOmen gi ven up for dead, m o
escaped. It is the fate of anyone m o has the mis­
fort une of be ing caught by them. Tha t is what has
happened to many of our peop le , al ways by imprudence ;
as i n t he convoy s when &)1113 one stray s away f rom a camp.

When convoys a r e entirely des t roye d it · is t hrough ,
the neglect of c aref ul wat ching ; u su ally one half of the i
crew sleeps whi l e the Moors do sentry duty.

The savages, in general, are untiring on t he
march , and of a sobriety v.h i ch is not prudent; wi t h a
musket, so re bullets, shots, powder and a small lfs at che l
of prep ered corn real, t hey make the voyage as easily
as you could make the tri p fro m the city to the
Chartro n s . During tho se voya ges th ey onl y eat one meal
a day; if t hey are hungry they g i r d their abdomens
wi t h a belt. They know of no siokness to wh i ch we are
subjeot. Thei r perseverance is astoundi ng. To aooom­
pl ish his desi gn, a savage wat che s , l ays in wait con­
stantly for 'eight days, i f nece ssary, flat on th&
ground, to await the IOO me nt to overtake his enemy.That
patie nce must be inbom wi th them; m en out hunt i ng
you ca n se e them stand for f our or fi ve hours IOO tion­
less a s a sta tue, watch ing for the mo ment when their
prey wi l l appear a t a certain spot, vhe r e it can be
set end oannot escape , especially when t he y are oxen
or roebucks.

/ The y suppl y New Orl eans , t he whole win te r , with
wi ld beef, of w~l~ t her e i s a prodigious mul t i tude
in that New \faj l d; cOn the· west side there are immense
plains where thousands 'o r t hem a r e roaning; their ha i r
is not slOOoth, like in t he commn oxen, but their mea t
has a bettar flavor.

cont'do
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Al l savages, in general, kno w of no other
oCCQpat ion t han t ha t of warri ng , hunting and fish­
ing; t h e women attend to the re s t . iThen their
husbands ha ve been out huntin g, they return qUietly
home and tell t heir wi ves t he place wher e t hey have
left thei r pr ey . Sometime s . t he romen are compelled
to go and ge t a roebuck tm leagues (5 mile s ) fro m
their village and carry it on their backs. The
husbands are highly respected. A wi f e ne ver con­
fines in the house, if the husband i s t here ; she
goes out into the voods to be deliver ed of t he
child, washes it in the first creek and br i ngs it
back hone.

Na t ure teaches them many good qualities; it
is a gre at · subj ect of thought and reflection to us
who , maybe , v.o nder what is the origin of t he savage
in tha He w Wor l d , a s we are under no obligations to
oursel ves f or our pr e sent state of civilizat i on and
our knowle dge, of vbi ch we often make ill use.

What wa s our 0 rigin? \That wa s our degree of
ciVilizat ion a t t l:e tinE of t he flourishing Roman
Emp ire ? Wer e we not barbarians ? Thei r kno wl e dge ,
t heir learni ng, their l aws, have been transmitted
to us. \Tha t has beco me of those Ro mans ? What has
become of that anci en t, va s t Empi r e o f the Gre ek s?
Are they not ba r ba r ians to day? Maybe wor se - Could
we not, like t hem, degene rate so me day? And those
who a re savages today, on l y for want of principles
an d education, cou l d not t l:ey acqu i re a l l this
kno wl e dge, our p rinci p l e s and education , by wh i ch
we pr ide ourselves to be t heir superiors. woul d
not t he y make such u se o f i t as Wl u l d make them our
s uperiors?

cont'd.
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The savages are general ly good-hearted; they
are not t empted to carry off t he ir bro t her' s property;
they own e ve r ything in co mmon, par take an d share alike
in the necessi ties of li fe. If t here are ' fort;; in a
pa r t y , a piece, no ma t te r how small is divided in
equal portions, and the o wner wou l d fe el 0 f fended, and
VDuld not eat any himself, unle s s eve ryone rould eat,
and VDul d consider t hemselves sco r red if you refused
to acce pt what they offe red you .

I wa s a guest at a French Captain' s hollE; there
was al so an officer who had been s tatione d f or a long
t i me at a post whe r e he had gai ned t he a ffect ion and
good will of a friendly savage. A chief fro m t hat
nation, whom he had not met i n t en yea r s , wh il e in the
ci ty learned 0 f hi s presen ce , and cane to visit h im,
SO lIE refreshments wer e served, sorre liquor passe d
around. Af t e r drinking t he savage had the misfort"',ne
of break ing the g l a s s ; he was inconsolable; making
a t housand excuses and apologies. As lie were anxious
to know wha t he was saying in hi s Language the offi car
i nterpreted i t , and told u s he wa s say ing - rtls it
possib le after ten years 'o f separation, I, who was
anxiously awa i t i ng the momen t of seeing you aga i n ,
come to your ho ne and break your f urniture , and have
no means o f replacing it. "

I 'l8S at Mr . de Vaudreiul, the Governor's home,
when some delegates from a friendly nation, called
"Iato s ", came and bro ught to him as an homage of
alliance, several scalps, which they had brought back
from t vo expeditions against an hostile nation, the
" NatChez". They laid t he m at his f eet,and each one
at his turn, made a speech. The i r Language is very
limited. They overcome that deficiency by signs,
whi ch a r e only contortions, vi sible to t hose m o do
not understand them. Mr. de Vau dr e i u l uroe r s t an ds
so me of t heir language, "the Ia t o" . The superior of
the J e sui t s , who speaks i t as wel l a s t h emselves, was
interpret i ng whatever he couldJLnders t and.. n~

cant 'd.
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Af t e r they were t hrough speaking Mr . de
Vaudreiul dismillsed t hem with many thanks and some
small presents. ~'hat is the way we keep on t'riendly
terms with them.

Eve r y year Mr . de Vaudre i u l goe s to l.-iobil e ,
fort y miles east of New Orleans, Vihich is our first
settlement in this New Wo r l d . It is a place ·well
populated and very well situated, and is the regu-
l eI' meeting place of all the chiefs of the nations
with which we are at peace, vtlo come there to receive
the customary presents provided by the Ki ng , whic.'l con
sist of some lIlIlskets, powder, bullets, shots, knives,
brandy, and some cloth wi t h wh i ch they make their
knickerbo ckers (sho rt breeches). They, in turn,
present h im wit h many valuable pelts, from wh i ch he
derives gr eat pr of i t s .

In general they all like to indulge in liqQor.
'l'hey are very often seen in t he streets of New Orleans
lying upon the bare ground like hogs, full of rum,
quarrelling, fighting, and Qlt t ing one anot her's
t hroats with knives, but the po lice never meddle with
them. Wh en they reco ver from their intoxication, if
anyone reminds them of what they have done, they wi11
readily admit they we re not worthy and had not acted
like men, having lost their minds and their goo d
senses.

~ho se people are real objects of curiosity to
anyone who wi she s to consi der or think of human nature.

. J I have often heard of a nat ion called "Attakapa:
.mom it is said are anthropophagi. I coul d never ·
believe it to be true, bu t it was a s serted to Ire by 1!r
de Belisle , id J.!aj o r a t Ne w Or l eans , who t ol d me he
had lived four ye a r s wi t h t hem. He came over t'rom
France in the vessel .mi c h brought Mr . de Bienville
when he came to becone Governor of th is Province.

cont'd.
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The vsssel, caught by foul winds, landed
further up on an unkno wn part of t he coast. Mr .
de Be l i s l e , out of inquisitiveness, landed wi t h
seven or eight men , and was stranded. A 8Ildden
squall compelled the vessel to sail away and the
ahip neve r came back. Thus stranded, not kno wing
wha t woul d become o f them, they were met by some
men of t hat nation vilo had come to fish. His
companions were all massacred and drowned. By a
particnlar streak of destiny he wa s adopted by a
good old squaw, who snatched him away,and saved
him from t heir frenzy. It is a custom in that
nation, men a YO man he a no children, and she adopt s
one , he is affiliated with the netion, and is con­
sidered on the same equality a s the other savages.
He was not furt hermore ill treated, so be says. He
did his best to p le a se them, fearing he might 8llffer
the same fate as his companions.

Afte r spending four yea r s among .them he found
t he means, with t he help of one of t he savages, to
let it be known t hat he wa s wi th that nation. He
had wr i t t en his name and Mr. de Bi envi l l e ' s on a
stone, whi ch he trusted to the savage. The savage
brought thet stone to New Orleans whe r e it wa s under­
stood that he wa s one of the stranded Frenchmen .

Not knowing t he location of the coa st whe r e t he,
had been l e ft no sear ch had been mad e f o r t hem. As
BOon as his m er eabo u t s we re kno wn, a delegat ion, wi th
troops, wa s sent i !lllll9d i at ely , and he wa s brought back.

As he had not been familiar enough with the
woods to find his way out safe l y, he could never have
escaped, may as well say, except by a miracle. He
YOuld have got t en use to them, said he , but always
feari ng t ha same fate as his companions. He certain­
l y to ld me that nation ate t heir pri soners, which was (
often t he cause of quarrels, because he al ways refused
to eat some of thei r smoked meat, fearing it wa s human
flesh. But one day having VD rked very hard, tormented

cont'd.
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by hunger, he was offered a we ll-smoke d piece of
me at; he a t e so ee , It was a tri ck they had played
on him. He had only be gun to eat sona of it when
the s ava ges remarked it wa s human flesh, and
reproached him , saying since he cont inually abhorred
it, he could not make any distinction when hungry.
When he looked at it more carefully, real l y it wa s
a human hand, whi ch he r eco gnized by a finger joint.

The sojourn of Mr . de Be lis l e among t he
savages i s ment io ned by others in t he r eports of
t hei r voyages in t his co lony.

I think I ha ve represented tho se savages as
having excellent qUalities of heart; ·they are never­
theless dissembled in t heir a ffections . Those who
are slaves pos sess ze al and f i del i ty - pr oof against
anythi ng. The ne groes are of a di ffere nt di s posi-
t ion. They can only be he Id by fea r of correction
and punishmen t . They change mas te r s as i ndifferent­
l y a s t hey change shirts. The savages, on th e con-

r'} tra ry , beg no t to change, want to be treated wi th
..J gentlene ss and kindness.

They remember the freedo m of their f athers;
t hey br ood an d gr ieve so much 0 ver i t that you can­
not depe nd any mo r e on t he ir services , and soon die
broken hearted.

Are t hey good worke r s ? It a ll depends on
t he way you train t hem.

)

Out of curiosity, I have bought a savage ,
wm m I have brought here wi th me . I had much to do
to induce him to make up his mi nd to leave his
office r, from m.om I bought him; as he wa s comi ng
dom from Illinoi s. He is a boy , f ourteen ye ars
old, m o ha d been well treated by tha t officer,
be ing in constant fear of 10 sing him. Now I wi 11 be
as g r i ved an d sor ry when I lose him a s he wa s wh en
he left t hat officer.

cont' d.
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He has a wo n de r fu l intelligenee ; dur ing the
fi ve months I h ave had him he ha d ve ry we11 learned
t he French language , I mean enough to unders tand it
and to b e understood. ,".

I brought him here to get rid oC h im. A negro
boy I have since t wo years , and w:l: tb:l:whom I am satis­
fied , bacame ve ry jealous. I do no t know ?h i ch one to
par t with.

v' As stated befo re the savages are DXl re affect ion­
ate and i nt el ligent than t he negroes, although they
te ll u s in France that t hey do not differ from t h e
animals . They a re very wrong , I assure you. ~ere

are no men wi t h a better mind that can plan and con­
ceive better than t hey. We had occasion, a few years
ago, t o get a cquadntied wi t h their character and their
capacity , in an event, wh ich wa s fatal to the col ony.
One hundred leagues , (250 miles) abo va Nel9 Or leans , va
have a f o r t called Nat chez , derived f ro m t he name o f
t he nat ion whi ch 0 ccupied t hat land f o r am'long t i me.
Tha t nation was subj ect ed t o us , and had wi thout
a l!Illl'llOUr abandoned t heir land to us, and moved far
away. It is sa i d they we re vary friendly t o the
Fren ch . If a~ co l onist , having no slaves , v.ould' ask
t he c hief to s end h i m so me of hi s people t o hel p him
cultivate his l a nd, he was neve r r efused. Some
co l1nists had some lo dg i ng in t heir residences as'
house s e r vant s , or to f!P ou t hunt ing for them . The i r
sa l a r ie s we r e ve ry smal L, the 1IO l onists satisfying '
t hem with t r inkets.

Ther e is no doubt t hey \\\:luld have continued
t h e s ame service, if we had only gilded the ir be nda ,
but the French , being i mperat ive , rather than being
go.ided by policy in thei r habits o f using them as
s l a ves, took i t into t he ir heads to t reat them a s such ,
and to exact f rom them by fo r ce , ?hat t he savages were
giving t hem i n a gr a teful way.

c ont ' d.
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The s a vage s soo n opened t heir eyes; the
Nat che z , appare ntly very rust ic, very quickly f e l t
the loss of t heir liberty, their only appanage,
immediately planned the ruin of those oppressors,
and medi t a t e d the means of' shaking off the yoke of
their t ),Iranny.

Tb that affect, they agreed to select a day
and to massacre t hem all on the appointed day. Their
plans well-drawn their Chief repa ired one mrning
to the Co mmandant's he a dqua r t e r s with so me pelts and
other smal l presents, usual homage of thei r alliance,
(not to g ive him any cause of distrust). dues vtli ch
the Commandant had taken upon himself to demand from
them. The Chi ef present ed . his Cal umet (pipe of
peace) as usual.

'l'he savages repaired to the houses whe re they
we re usually employed and took poss e s s i on of t hei r
arms, pret ending to fP hunting for the colonists.
!l'hey used the same manoeuvres at t he guard house,
wher e the soldiers were not cautious, and usually
never kept wa t ch , except by orders o f t he ir offi cers .
I t was an extraordinary i mprudence, of whi ch the
whole pos t was t he victim. It was not a difficult
task for the savages, no one suspected them.

The Commandant had been informed 0 f t heir
pu rpose by a soldier, who had an intrigue wi th a
female savage, who had wa r ne d him to flee and malee
his escape. The Commandant. mre mindful of his
cupidity. and always readY to avai 1 himsel f of a 11
t he advantages he wa s deriVing f r om those savages,
than to attend to his duties, made light of him, not

even bel ieving that such awful things could happen,
had him, a s his reward, put in t he dungeon, wher e
he still was the day of t he mas sacr e .

cont'd.
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The first shot fi red at t re Commandant's
house was the signa 1 fo r t he savages to strike all
at once. ~'hen in Sl, i ns t ant from the voluntary
slavery into wh i ch th ey had fallen, they once more
became t heir:cown nasters, and in less tilm than it
takes to write. it, destroyed the finest po st in the
colony, which would today, without any romparison,
be more important than New Orleans, whi ch situation
is f a r from bei ng the same. Only seven or eight
persons were saved from t he massacre, mst of m om
are today in New Or lea ns .

Translator's Not e :

On Ea s t er londay 1282, at t he ri nging of 1he
Church Ve sp e r bells, 8000 French we re naesacred in
Si cily , t o free the country fro m the role o f "
Gha r l e s of An.l'ou, brother of Louis IX. That
event is ca lled the "Si cil i an Ve spe r '1.

cant'd.
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A woman , who had lived with the savage s, told
me s he always had a vivid remembr a nce of the dey
she saw he r dear hu sband massacred by them. She
eDuld not recount the horrible tale wi thout shed­
ding a flood of tears. It wa s an act of brutality on
the pa r t of those savages, who apparently only saved
her and t\\O or . three 0 f her companions, to sati sfy ,
without exception and respect, t heir \\O r s t extrava­
gan t passions.

Relig io us observers of t he l aws of wedlock ,
t he y g i ve us the example of the f aithfulness due
the conjugal t ie; m ile many , in t his Co l ony, s werve
f rom t heir duties; I mean in New 0 rleans.

A man and a vo man caught in adultery in their
houses are ma ssacr ed immediately. 'llhey , ho ..e ve r ,
do not treat t he Fr e nch in that manner . ' 'l'hey pro­
vide fo r them and are t he court iers of t heir (Indian)
daughters, fro m wha t I a m told.

Tha t \\Oman gave me a detailed account o f wha t
she lost i n t hat post, and told me, i n the same
br ea t h , she \\O uld r a t h er be among tho se savages, who
know nothing of t he neces sities of life, t han i n the
society of her compatriots, as she is in want of
everything, af te r haVi ng been consi derably wel l - t o­
do. Wi t h wha t was l e f t · of a beautifUl complexion,
al r eady ;t:aded , I had no doubt of her f e e lings and
sensitiveness after being convinc e d by he r t ales of
t hose savage s' brutalities.

)

That rebellion caused no chenges in that post ,
an d the savages lived there as bef o re, and r asettled
t hemselves in their doma ins, wh ich afte r al l we re
t he ir properties.

~'he chief occupied the fort, which he found
compl e t ely fUrnished ; each sava ge selected a house as
his r e s i den ce ; t aking t he name of the f ormer o wner,
a dopting t heir ways o f dress i ng, and the v.omen took
cha rge 0 f t he hou seholds .

cont'd.
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They wer e left to en joy their tranquility
under a queer government of t heir own, as t hey had
be gun to be pa r t ly civilized while voIicing fcr the
French by compulsion. Their peace was slDrt-lived;
they were at last caught up with, and a gr ea t many
wer e taken pr i oo ne r s and sent to San Domingo to be
00 ld as slaves.

Thus ended the history of that nation, of
wh i ch few vestiges can be found.

When that co lony was settled it was the
greatest, the mo st numerous and even t he most
flourishing nation; their chief had po we r of life
and death, wh i ch wa s not a rule among t he other
nations, whose war r i o r s wer e as brave and as res­
pectful of their ch iefs.

All things considered, wha t are our ri ghts
and privileges aga i nst so me men we call savages?
Ar e we less savage than them? Ho w can we acqu ire
the right of not being classed as savages? Will
it be by acts of cupidity, seeking all means to
exterminate t hem, who have ne ve r looked upon our
possessions wi th an envious eye, and who certainly
do no t disturb us i n the midst 0 f Our en joyment of
them? If they, no doubt, reason and discourse like
ourselves, can we contend with them the right to
call us Barbarians?

If they are savages, as we say, for lack of
principles of education, does not barbarity spring
from the heart? Kno wledge by right belo ngs to
Nat u r e , as the animals onl y by instinct, wh i ch
differs fro m reason, are repugnant to the destruc­
tion of their own kind. Fine lesson, nevertheless,
we do not know how to turn it to account. Their
knowledge mas t be clearer, as they like us, are
endo wed with an intelligent soul. Can't they see
our frenzy? We arm them to exterminate one another;
if we win them over is it no t to make t hem victims
of t heir honesty and their sincerity, by keeping
t hem busy and .pr even t theirl;increase ?

- _.. "



)

Sheet f}28

Uni ted they may be much to fear. Invaders
and usurpers of their lands, we are trying to take
away from them their rights to contend for their
possess Ions and the power to back the ir claims.

Wi t h our principles a nd our education are we
any better than those men va call savages? Ar e we
not mo re savage oursel vas in our princi ples?

Shou l d we , otherwise, a asune principles so
contrary to Na t u r e , to Christianity, wh i ch we can

. nei t her overlook nor ignor e , wi t hout violating the
rules of Chr i s t i ani t y and even of Rea son? Can we
consi der oursel ves superior to men who fo 110Vi and
respect the laws of Rea son better than ourselves,
though t hey sean to ignore them mre than we do?

Dro p for a m ment the guise of ambition;
where is our dissimilarity? lVe are born and peri sh
alike; therefore what can be our rights to promi­
nence?

The least portion of the earth suffices them;
at mst enough to enjoy a life which instability
they rmst know, since they are not desirous of
possessing it. Pursuing their carrers with an in­
difference, far above our weakness, they no doubt
are more familiar than ourselves with the fragility
of life.

To convince ourselves, let us take a look at
their firmness, at their resolution, to suffer to
be despoiled of their lives. Let us consider them
i n their last moments in the hands of the i r enemies­
they defy them to make them blench; even urge their
executioners w devise so me ne w torture.

As we are trembling at the least preparation,
carry our ambitions beyond t he grave, we cross the
seas .t o satisfy oursel ves, and disturb t hem in t he
heart, in t he midst 0 f their quietness and peace.
~ese are, nevertheless, the reS\ll ts of t ho se prin­
ciples which make us so proud and so vain, and by

cont'd.
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which we intend to adorn our injustices, our cupid­
ity and our greediness.

That is the way, Oh you human weaknesses,
you are clouding and darkening our minds.

You certainly do not understand them if you
expound their pr e caut i ons as attachment to what we
call our lives.

As our cupidity renders us insensible to the
loss of our benefactors, it v.ould rather appear as
a striking example of brotherly affection, to us.
How many corrupted hearts among us, even so me
children have only convenient, decorous, seemliness
regrets at the death of the best and dearest of
fathers, and even, I would venture to assert, see
that moment wi t h contented, unnatural, ungrateful
hearts. 'l'hey may sore day reproach themselves,
their shaJIe and their "ungratefullness, and learn
something from tho se men, savages as they are. 'l'hey
wi ll see them grieve sincerely at the loss of t hose
v.ho have g i ven them life, o f t heir brothers, whom
they follow to their grave-, - after their death. rg­
nor~t of the indispensable necessities of their
bodies, they furnish t heir tombs with flour,
tobacco, in fact whatever they were using during
their life time.

As a consequence o f t hat s ame uncerta i nty
it i s a custom among t hem, when a belo ved chief
dies , that all the member s of his household be buried
al ive to serve hi m if he needs it afte r his death.

Knowing the falseness of their pr e judi ce , we
sh ou l d endeavor to "wi n t he m over to our real, ri~t

and true principles, instead of seeking to extermi­
na te t hem, whi ch is a crime a gainst humani ty . On
the contrar y, victims of t heir honesty and t heir
sincerity, we uphold and a pprove t hem, even fO JIent

cont'd.
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too hatred t hey may have a ga i ns t their ho stile
nations, entice t hem t o t ea r one another to pi ece s ,
so we can t ake po ssession of t heir domai ns as so on
as possible. The ir intelligence doe s not enlighten
t hem eno ugh t o unders tand our strategy and our
secret plans.

Decei ved and mis l ead by out ward a ppearances
t hey receive, as trophies to thei l' gl ory, the pres- "
ents we gi ve them, as a reward, when t hey win a
victory over some hosti l e nation, and t hey are too
narro w-minded to see that they are only the tools
of our ambition.

Al l the other potentates of Eur ope , as am­
bitious as we are, eager to extend t heir conquests,
wa t ch wi th envious eyes our settlements i n t he New
Wor l d, where all the different nations pu t a bar
to one ano t her's designs, as we l l as to others.

There is no such thing as a g r eat Na t i on ;
the savages a r e divided into a great number of
small groups, according to the ir incl inations. :>ome
are our friends and tributaries, so me are to the
Engl i sh and others to t he Spania rds , sO it is an
open war; those different powe r s , o pposing their
views to t he conquest of the others, vould wage on
one another through the medium of those savages.

If the war s between them are of an ol der origin,
there are ancient enmities, hereditary hatreds and
dissensions, wh i ch we have fostered among the families .•
instead of acting as their reconcilers.

False poliGY, it may be the g reat e s t obstacle,
but you may say the European s never knew much about the
New Wor l d , al though those nations we re at war aga inst
one another,crallDng t hemselves , whi ch wer e often caused
by very light incidents and Lnsu Ltra, Some families,
wishing to avenge the death of so me of their members,
wou l d induce some na t i on to ta ke the i r part , therefore,
those for whom you desire so much to be the apologist,
a r e susceptible of revenge.

cont r d ,
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Wha t r ichne ss, mat treasure, mat g l ory ,
and what satisfa ction in those discoverie s t hey
could t hen selve s ' put upon us. Of how much infor­
mation they may be the depositaries; how many un­
kno wn natural curiosities are hidden in t heir l ands.
What mat e r ial fo r t h e natural ists, the l ea rned men ,
t he scholars, t he erudites of all classes, and
finally how many r are plants are concealed within
those same lands ?

Then you could justly say that n at ur e has
surely turned out be a fairy in its pro duct i ons .
Can you consider and t hink of al l t hose r esources
wit hout being i mpressed wi th t he ir state of negl e ct ,
and wi thout trying to ge t pos s e s s i on of them. They
are wi t h in our reach, and wh ile we a r e in a better
pes ition than any other nat ion to ge t them , we
neglect the opportunity. Wh a t to think of t hat ob­
livion, that lack of e lll1l1ation? It is unbelievable
t ha t no correct and detailed memorial ha s ever been
sent to t he Mi n i s t er , m o must be i gnorant of the
interest of t he St a t e . I am just as surprised at
that inaction as I am of the fruitless expenses
caused by the Co lony, whi ch , f or the last ten ye a r s
without any prospect of impro vement , t hey say costs
the Ki ng seven to eight million livres annually.

'No t e l 'l'he only signature affixed to t he 100 pages
is blurred and t orn.

(From other lette rs and Judicial papers it
appears that tho se letters we r e ,wr i t t en at
Mar t ini que, by one Gl ement Ronde s . )
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It is in vain t hat we reproach t hem th~ir

weakne s se s , we humana, the mos t revenge ful on
earth. If, t hey a r e easily offended, t hey do not
conceal i t.

The mania of wa r is so dominant in man's
mi nd , it must be an attribute of his beginni ng and
of humanity, to wh i ch we belong fro m birth, and
which has al ways been a blend of good and evil.

Ar e the savages any worse criminals than
ourselves? As we are fomenti ng th e i r war s , induc­
i ng t hem to exter minate one ano ther , ca n we bl i ndly
expect to be nef it Imre by it than by acting as con­
ciliate rs.? Those a re t he rules by v.h i ch we sh:>uld
abide in our intercourse wi th t hem; s rortly after
t hey wi ll give us right, admit those pr i nci p l e s ,
and eventually g i ve in to them. We shoul d encour­

age the savages as they a r e human beings l ike oursel­
ve s.

As I have already stated, in t ha t Empire
f rom v.h i ch we could ge t enough te suffice ou rselves,
there would be no better way for us 1Xl succeed than
to work in harmony, and to act unanimously with t hose
savages, reconciling them to one another. If we
find nations opposed to our pro gress, try 1Xl win them
over by humouring them, pleasing their inclinations,
their tastes a nd t hei r liking, and above al l leave
them to enjoy their l ands in peace .

Wou l d it not be easier for us, wit h their co­
operation, to pane trat e into the New Wo rld, of \vhi ch
they only occupy t he smallest pa r t ; they may be of
such help t hat we could not dispense wi t h the i r
services.

cont'd.
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II 53/57

LETTER TO MR. CHANTAWUP,
CH I EF OLERK 0 F THE SUPmRIOR
COUNCIL OF 'IRE PIlOVIUCE OF
LOUISI AllA, AT NEW ORLEPJ1S.

APRIL 16

This letter is written by Mr . Testa et La
Rochelle and treats of the shipment made to
Chantaloup on the vessel "La Co mflanc" •
He info rms , him that the " Co rnfl anc" will be
dela;yed ,becau.se of a hurricene which di verted
it from its course, C8\1sing i t to run aground
on the sand banks of Angoulezra and t hat it
,wa s saved only by lightening it.

He says 'his insurance policies were ready for
' s igna ture but becsuse of SO !l13 error arising as
to the cpantity of hogshead of.goods shipped,

,he ,di d not sign s aid policies." He wa s unab le 10
. rectify the erro r because he did not have th e
bill of lading smwing exactl y of m at the
shipment cons i sted. The wr iter says fro m now
on," as soon as a cargo is place d on board, it
will be insured, because -ha d the foregoing
shipme nt been lost, it woul d have meant the
loss of 4000 pounds . He concludes wi t h best
wi s he s from himself and the members of his
firm.

(Signed) Testa.

Not listed i n Lou i s iana Hi st or i ca 1 Qua r te rly.
6l/?JJ
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YEAR 1753

LETTER OF TESTA TO
BEING A PART OF 01lE'"""'OF""1"2"'P;;1o.""GES .

Si nce a f ew days the Compagnie ,des I ndes have
. increased t he pr i ce on Beaver .

This va l l inorease to 40 on eaoh beaver hat.
I advi se you so that you can sell t he ones I
del iver ed to you accor dingly , and t he or dinary
one s 20 sols mor e .
Si l k hose .vill r i se agai n due to the freezing
of the Mul ber r y whi ch supplies t he f ood f or
t he si l k vror m. Si l k ha s gone up 4 livres per
pound .
The t hree cases of cheese are no l onger t ied
t oge the r . When t hey wer e unl oading t he ship
I had them opene d t o ai r and f ound t hat they
ha d been i n jured by va por . I had t hem pai nt ed
r ed. The said three ca ses of cheese ar e marked
No . 17 on ea ch .

Herevd t h ' en closed yo u va l l f i nd a l e t t er of
Mr . llaur i ce Songd , He vli l l be Ya t hout wor k
and pr ospect to get vror k be cause he did nct
cult i vate Mr . Troquet a s he shoul d by r e cogni­
t i on . He shoul d stay in Par is i f he is employed ;
furthe rmore t her e i s no opportunity f or your
Colony .

You va ll oblige me by pa ssi ng the enc l osure t o
J&r . Ri dday Bosocr en i n I llinois . iillr . LeBoeuf ,
ovmer of J.fanir e Le Canf leur , gave me hope of
t aking t wo quart ers of r um that I was sending
t o Sieur Boso cren , and one bar r el of mer chandi se
that ha d been sent to me by a r e La t i ve , h'Jr .
Fayol le , havi~~ been sent by Cheval i er d 'Hab i n .

(cont t d )
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D. 53/ 1 cont ld .

Mr . LeBoeuf admit ted that he could not t ake
any mer chandise on his ship becaus e i t ,vas
fi lled , but woul.d t ry to make a r r angements
wi th a not her ship be l ongi ng t o llr . Tre sart
Bonfi l s named Theodor e Lacr oi x .

La I n quiet of Mr . Davis Gi r audeaux l e f t i n
December . We are .wi t hout any news f r om your
col ony f or more than si x months , we are awai t ­
ing t h e arri val of t he ICing ' s b oat by news f rom
the Cap t o Monsi er Mi ohe l .

Te sta

Vilien you mis s connecti on f or La Roche l l e , yo u
have fi-e quent ones a t Van a t the Cap , i t wi ll
be advantageous to pa s s me l e t ter s of exchange ,
..men you wi l l have money to send me. Your
f riends wi ll gi ve y ou t he addre s s; of some me r ­
chant c f t he Cap t o l'mom you va l l addre s s them
'Tho va ll put them i n t he bag of t he ship and
they . d l l r ea ch us .

Testa states that he is l eaving f or t he count ry
f or a ne eded r est .

4 ~ag;e s

Not pr i nted in Loui s i ana Hi st or i ca l Quarter l y .
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\ ') 7 pages

#7186
(53147-63)

sr,

BE: LEASE OF PLANl'ATION OF
MR. mmVENU BY MR. DE

VANDREUIL.

General Invento:ry.

APRIL 16

.J

This inventory 'lias made by Mr. Chantalou in
presenoe of the undersigned and shollll every­
thing appertaining to the plantation belong­
ing to Mr. Bienvenu, now leased to Mr. De
Vaudreuil, .ith the exception of the prinoi­
pal dwelling house whioh has heretofore been
inventor1ed~

Aocording to this present inventory the ·pr o­
perty cOlISi!lts of a quantity of poultry; of
189 "head" of livestock, which includes cows,
horses, sheep, oxen and pigsj a total of
seventy-five negro slaves, including adults
and ohildren; several out-houses, including
poultry houses, stables, a sheep-fold, a
dairy, and a kitchen. All of the .e f f ect s
contained in the prinoipal dwelling house
is here ehown, roan by room, and they are:
household furniture and fUrnishings, kitohen
utensils, garden tools and, finally, a quan~

tity of surgical iDStrumeutS~

It is herein stipulated that Mr. Jacob
Kimblais, Manager, is in oharge of said
plantation•

(signed)
Le Bretton
Jaoob's X mark
Gassin
Genette

Chantalou

(cont'd)
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#7187
(53147-56)

57·,;;

YEAR 1753 A1RIL 16

COPY OF Gl!NERAL INVmTORY.

IN llE: Lease of Plantation of Mr.
Bienvenu by Mr. De Vaudreul1.

Too contents of this document is identical
with that of Document #7186.

) 61/19
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YtiR ' 1753
3 page s .

D 53/58

APRIL 17th .

-I
LETTER WR ITTEN BY MR. FAUCHE
AT FORT AU PRn~CE, AIm ADDRESSED
ID I!.R. MERcm, 1IERCHAlIT , FOR
DELIVERY ID tlR. F. RO NDES AT

MARTINIQUE.

()

This is a fr iendly lette r by Mr. Fauche, who
writes that last February he rece ived the
l e t t er of Mr . Rondes on October 15th , an d
t hat fifteen days ago he received the one
written on Mar ch 15th. He says he answered
the fi rst by a s chooner, which departed
s hortly after fo r New Orleans , and tha t he
addressed the l etter to Mr . Roussillon.

'!he wri t er then goes on to exp re ss sympathy
f o r t he advers i t y wi t h v;!1i ch Mr . Rondes ha s
met, and o f f er s his r e lig ious consolation .
He also tells him t hat he too is suffering
hardship, inasmuch as he left a well-establ ished
c ity for one whi ch is just a t i t s birth.

The writer expreaae s his hope t hat his f riend
and himself will see each other again,and
encourages h is f r iend towa rd opt imism fo r t he
futu re, and asks t hat he wi11 one day corm to
see St . Domingo.

In co ncl us i on, he agai n expres se s the hope that
t hey will s oon be able to embra ce each other
in th is country , and aasure a h i m that nothing
can destroy t heir friendship.

(Signed) Feu che

Not listed in Louisiana Hi s t o r i ca l Qua r t e r l y .
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)

J

IN REI IiJOCESSION OF MRS. Bll'IER,
NEE MARIE JACOBO XABAY.
REPRESEIlTATIONS MADE BY
AT1'ORNEY GENERAL.

Undersigned, At t or ney General, represents to !Jr.
D'Auberville, Senior Judge at Louisiana, tIlat
he has just been"informed that lIrs. Boyer died
during the night and 1hat her husband had gone
to Po i nt e Coupee and muld not return UJider
f1 fteen days; that Mrs. Boyer has left children
of several marriages. He further repreaents that
Mrs . Boyer has left some movable and immovable
effects,and that in order to conserve said prop­
erty and to prevent deterioration, seals should
be affixed in order that t he pro perty can be
turned over to Mr. Boyer, husband of the Deceased,
upon his return, and he, therefore, asks that an ·
Order be granted, commanding thatLthis be done.

April 18, 1753.

(Signed) Raguet.

ORDER

Undersigned, JUdge, orders that seals be affixed
as requested by the Attorney General.

(Signed) D'Auberville.

_J Not listed in Louisiana Hi s t o ri ca 1 Quarterly.
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YEAR 1753

2 Pages

D 53/39

APRIL 23

Re: Joseph, negro
Property of Mr. Dubreuil.

)

Recommendations of Public Prosecutor.

Mr. Rsguet, Public Prosecutor, represents to
the Superior Council that, by letter, Mr .
Dubreuil in£'o rms him of the fact that his
negro, called Joseph, son of Jean Gora. is a
pl'Ofessiona 1 thief, rascal and debauchee,
who is incorrigible and deserving of punish­
ment which will be an example to "others. for
which reasons Mr . Raguet now recommends to
t h e Council t hat Mr. Dubreuil be allovad to
present'the "facts conta ined in his letter in
the fonn of an Information to be made before
said Judge as the Council shall appoint.
Mr . Raguet further recommends that said negro
be enro lled on the Register of the pri son to
which institution his Mas t er desires to bring
him, after which said negro can be orally
examined. Mr. Rsguet, in conclusion, recom­
mends that a report of the entire pro ceedings
be submitted to him for fUrther action.

(Signed) Rsguet.

April 23, 1753. Order

Undersi gned, Judge, renders Order commanding
the execution of the Recommendations of the

cont'd
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Public Prosecutor; Mr . de Knion is appointed
to presi de at the Information.

(SiglE d) D'Aubervi 11e.

No date Order

'J

Undersigned, Judge, permits the imprisonment
and the enrollment of said negro on the
Register of the Prison.

(Signed) D'Aubervi11e • .

Not listed in wuisiana Historical Quar t e r l y .

\
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YEAR 1753
4 pages.

D 53/60

APRI L 23rd.

LETTER ro MR. RAGUET, SENIOR
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIO R OOUNCIL
AND ATm R.llEY GENERAL, AT HIS

HOUSE.

Thi s letter bears no date. The above date
shows t he day on whi ch it was rece ived, not
wr it t e n. The writer, Mr. Dubreuil, informs
Mr . Rague t that he is sending him a negro,
son of Jean Gora, to gether with a black­
smith to put him i n trons. He asks llr.
Raguet to put this negro in jail and to have
him ham-strung in order to disabl e him, for
he is as quick as a roebuck and a fast
swimmer, and, as a thief, he is incorrigible,
and has caused a gr ea t de a l of tro uble, and
should be ke pt i n pr i so n and disabled, f o r
whi ch t he wri te r wi l l be greatly obliged.

(Signed) Dubreuil.

No t listed i n Louisi ana Hi s tori cal Quar terly .
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D. 53/61

APRIL 23

RE: NEGRO, J OSEffi , SLAVE
BELONGI NG TO DUBREUIL .

J

Proces Verbal of Declara tion by Sheri ff.

Pursuant to order of the Council and to the re­
quest made by the Publ i c Pr osecut or at NEll.,
Orleans, undersi gned Sherif f states that he r e ­
pai r ed to t he City Jail wher e t he negr o, J os eph,
slave be l ongi ng to Mr . Dubreuil was incar ceratod
and , a f t er having ha d him br ought t o the v~ckets

of said pr ison , decl ared t o hi m that, by vir t ue
of order of the Council , I had entered his name
on the Jai l Book and that i t was to r emain there
until final jUdgment and that I enj oi ned the
j ailer t o keep him in safe custody until the
suit a gainst said him \vas br ought t o a conclusion .

(Signe d) . LeNormand

Not listed in Louis i ana Hi s t or i cal Quar t er l y .
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riot rr-'

# 1343

APRIL 24

FIRST EXAMINATION OF JOSEPH, NEGRO SLAVE BE­
LONGING TO MR. DUBREUIL.

Examination conducted on Petition
of •••••• Raguet, Procurator General
by • • • • • • Jean Franc ois Huchet de Kernion.

The accused is imprisoned far theft.

Examination brings out that he is charged
with theft or ohiokens , and some turkeys
belonging to Hugon.

Of taking horses in pasturage at night,
to go on pleasure trips.

Of threathening some negroes who tried
to pr event him from us ing a pirogue
belonging to his master.

Of going to the Canteen a t night to
drink brandy.

All of which he denies, ~xoept the theft
of the turkeys, whioh he did wi t h the aid
of a negro named Franoois and one named
Joseph. He admits they stole ni ne tur-

-- keys and divided them; f or his share, he
got fcur, Whi ch he gave to a negro named

') Pierrot to sell.
'-

(cont'd)
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,------. YEAR 1753 APRIL 24

A~ed if he had broken jail. Said yes.
His master had him imprisoned for theft
committed at Mr. Darby, bnt he and
Francois, another negro imprisoned for
same crime escaped by jnmping the wal~.

(Signed) Hnchet Kernion

Chantalon , Clerk .

Not printed in Lonisiana Historical Qnarterly.
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NO DATE .

I N RE: J ACQUES EIRIET, RETJlJLER OF
RUM .AND GRAIN
v«,

MR . RAOULT, M.~1'!AGER OF THE SNOW ­
"THE BRIDE OF La ROCHELLE " .

Br ief ·

I~

I n t he mat ter of suit instituted by Eiriet
agai nst him, Raoult sets f ort h t hat this suit
has no f oundati on a t l aw but i s a subs t ant iat i on

of t he bad faith of Eiriet which can be pr oven
by a disc l osur e of the faot s and cir oumstanoes :
all of which are a s f ollows :

Mr . Raoult arrived in this City in Deoember,
1752. and be tween that date and that of Maroh
2, 1753, he sold Eiriet a bill of merchandise
amounting t o 531 livres 5 sol s , on whi ch Eiriat

·pai d him 250 l ivres on a ocount . On meeting Mr.
Raoult on the levee on March 26t h , 1753, Eiriet
asked Raoult to corne to his place of business to
collect the ba l anoe due .on his account . On this
a s suranc e, Mr. Raoult made out a bill showing t he
balanoe due and r e cei pted i t . all of \7hich he
dat ed as of March 27, 1753. It so happened that
1~. Eir i et fai le d t o make this promised payment .
Lat er , hOVfever, on Apr i l 25th of t he same yea:r
Eiriet prevai l ed upon Raoult to cancel the debt
by novation and Eiriet upon r eceiving the r e­
cei p't heretofore made and dated Mar oh 27 , 1753·,
f r om Raoult, gave hi m a new note, :ant ed Apr i l
25t h . f or the amount Vfhich he still o\ved
Raoult .
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Upon l eaving f or Franoe , Mr . Raoult plaoed
t his note in the hands ' of Mr . Goudeau for
collection and six months af t er , Ei r i et paid
180 pounds on acoount but two year s l a t er ,
he r efused to pay t he balanoe due on said note ,
claiming that Raoult was t r ying t o make him

' pay h 'nce and declared tha t he he l d a r ecei pt
showing f ull payment and that t he note was '
f raudul ent . When sued fo r payment of said note ,
Eiriet .declared, on t rial t hat said note vms a
f r a ud of whi ch he knew nothing. The mat tor of
t he di f f er ence of dates vms shovr.n by Raoult t o
be a s aforement i oned and the JUdge, Mr.
D' Auberville, was sat i sf i ed that Eiriet vms de­
nyi ng his signature and trying, t o profit by. the
good faith of Raoult for whi ch he severely re­
buked ,Eiri et. It i s clear that vraen Eiriet
asked Raoul t t o cancel the old contract and en­
t er i nt o a new one , he did so wi t h no intenti on
of f'ulfilling the new one but want ed to secure
evidence of cancellation of the fir st in order
to use it to his advantage and Mr . Raoult is
abl e to affirm under oa th that the note i.li
quest ion wa s made and signed by .Ei r i et on
Apr i l 25t h delivery to him of the bill mar ked
pai d and dated Mar ch 27th and he has not been
made t o pay tvn ca on the same debt .

(Si&ned) Raoult

Not l ist ed in Louisiana Hi st or i cal Quar t er l y .
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# 1344

APRIL 25

1-­
I

IN RE : J OSEPH , AceaSED, NEGRO SLAVE ,
PROPERTY OF MR . DUBREUIL .

Inquiry .

Comply i ng wi t h pe t i t i on or t he Publ i o Prose out or ,
plainti rr and aoouser or t he negr o , Jo seph ,
slave or Mr . Dubreui l , inquiry was he ld at whi ch
t he be l ow named per sons gave the i r t es timony in
the presence or A~ . Jean Fr ancoi s Ruchet de
Kinion , Lat eral J udge a t the Super ior Counc i l :

Matur i n Sionot , a For eman on the Plantati on
or Mr . Dubreuil ,
Mathurin Aginot , r es iding upon and managi ng
t he Dubreuil Plantat ion ,
}&arion , a negr ess be longing t o Mr . Dar by ,
J ean Bapt i st e and Louis Maroteau , wor king
on the .Darby Plantati on •

.After being plaoe d under oath, each or t he r or e ­
goi ng persons t es t i r i ed in t urn to the raot t hat
the negr o , Joseph , was a notorious rascal , a
wretch who stole anything anywher e , who t ook the
neighbor s I horses out at night and r an t hem t o
death on pleasure trips ; that his master ,.as oon­
stant ly r ecei ving complaint s about the chickens ,
turkey and cl othing stolen by Jos eph .
Part i cular mention was made of the therts or
clothing and poul t ry which he commi t t ed at Mr .
Hugon ' s, Mr. Darby I s and at the Mar ot eau t s.
The witne s se s furthe r t estif ied t hat he lead
the othe r negr oes a s t ray and t ha t J oseph has

( cont' d )
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been a ct i ng thi s way f or f i ve years not-
withs t anding the effor t s of _hi s master t o
correct him and that he has been repeatedly
f l ogged and put in i rons and i t seems- he is an
incorr i gible , deser ving of being hanged .
Upon hearing t he ir respecti ve t est imony r ead
back, each ..1itness confi rmed it as being the
t r uth. J ean Baptiste and Loui s Maroteau wer e
the only ones ,iho could sign , t he ot hers de ­
clared they did not know how.

(Signe d) Jean Baptiste 1nrot eau
Louis Mar ot ea u
Hushet de Kinion
Chantalou, Clerk

1753
Apr i l 30 , Demands of Publ ic Prosecutor .

Undersi gned Publ i o Prosecutor
demands in t he name of the Ki ng that the ao­
cused be examine d on the content s of the
inquiry and that the above witnesses be re­
examined on their deposit i ons a nd confronted
with t he a ccused . He furthe r demands that a
r eport on the entire pr oceedi ng be submitted
to him in accordance ..lith l aw.

(Si gned) Rague t

(8 pages )

Not printed in Loui siana Hist or i cal Quarterly.
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D. 53/63'

I N RE : LAGRAl'lGE v s , DUTI LLET.

APRIL 26

)

J

No date . Petition .
Mr . Lagrange , pe titi oner , Mer chant of New
Orleans , r epre sent s that Mr . Dutillet, Captain
of Troops in this Colony, ha d aocepted fo r pay­
ment within e i ght mont hs , an order by IJr . de
Vaugine f or three thousand seventeen l i vres f or
mer chandise vffi i ch pet i t i oner delivered him;
that Mr. Dutillet had signed the a cceptance but
al though said time ha d expired , he had f ai l ed t o
pay t he amount due on said order . Wher efor e pe­
t i t i one r pr ays f or ci tati on of Mr . Dutillet i n
order that he appear and be or der ed to pay the /
amount due on sai d order , together 1n t h i nt erest
and oosts .

(Signed) Lagrange

1753
Apr il 26 , Order .
Undersi gned Judge gr ant s peti t i on f or citati on
of N~ . Dutill et .

(Signed) D'Aubervi l le

1753
April 27, Sheriff 's Retur n .

Unders igned Sheriff makes his return showf.ng
service on 1Jr . Dutil let , Captain of Detached
Troops of t he Navy maintained in this Colony ,
to appear before the Counci l on the f i rst
Satur day of May to answer petition of Mr.
Lagrange , copy of whi ch was also served on him.

(Si gned) LeNormand

ai page s
Not pr inted in Loui siana Histor i cal Quar t er l y .
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YEAR 1753
1 page

Doc. #1345

APRIL 30t h

HEARING 0 F CRIMINAL METTERS BY
THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL,
PRESIDING: MESSRS . D' AUBERVI LLE,
CO MMANDER OF TIlE NAVY ; ORDAlllER,
DELALANDE , KINION AND LAFRENIERE ,
LATTERAL JUDGES.

Dl RE: Demand of the Public Pro sewtor,
Plaintiff and Accuse r of Joseph, Negro
Slave, belonging to Mr . Dubreuil,
Defendent and Acc used.

The complaint of the Publi c Prosecutor,
that made by Mr . Dubreuil ', the arraignment
of Joseph, the Inquiry held and the Opinion
of the Public Pro se cu t or , all dUly oonsidered:
the Court orders the Acc used re-examined on
the facts brought out a t the Inquiry, and on
others resulting t herefrom, and that the
witnesses also be re-examined on the facts

. oontained in their testimony, and that they be
confronted wi t h the Accu sed.
This entire proceeding is ordered submitted
to the Public Prosecutor for further action.

(Signed) DaUberville,
Delalande,
Hushet de Ke r n i on ,
Lafreniere ,
LeBretton.
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YEAR 1753 APRIL 30

I N HE : J EAN FRQiiANTI N
vs .

MR . DELFAUT de PONTALB A,
GUARDIAN OF MRS. de GOUYON .

J ean Fromantin , manager of the Vessel " Le
Fortune de Bordeaux" ( "The Happy One of
Bordeaux" ) r epr esent s that Mrs. de Gouyon
ha d purcha sed four hogshe ad of wi ne and other
merchandise , whi ch was part of the car go of
said ves se l ; that said purchase pr i ce amounted
t o 810 livres and i n payment '- of which Mrs .
Gouyon del i vered to pe t i t i oner b~o notes signed
by Mr . de Ponta lba , Guardian of' said Mrs . de
GowJon. Petitioner f'urt her r epre sents that Mr .
de Pontalba has rei'used to pay said notes .
Vmer efor e petit i oner prays f or citation of 1~ .

de Pontalba and fo r j udgment against him f'or
tho amount of' said notes , toge ther wi t h interest
and co st s .

(Si gned) J. Frornantin

1753
April 30 ,

ci t at ion prayed

Order .
Undersigned

f'or .
JUdge order s

(Si gned) D'Auberville

1753
'"" May I, Sheriff I s Return .

o Undersigned Sherif'f makes his
r e turn sho,ring service of' citati on on Mr.
Delf'aut de Pontal ba , Captain of' a Detached

(c ont 'd)



- 2 -

Company of the Navy, mai ntai ned in this Colony,
who elected Nm7 Orleans as his domicile, to
a ppear on !.lay ·5th to a nsvrer pe t i t i on of ltJ1' .
Fr omant i n , co py of whi ch pe t i t i on was a l so
served on him.

(Si gne d) LeNormand

( 3 page s)
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